
"Be Hopeful - No Matter What!"                                                                                  January 24, 2021 

"First Steps!" 

I Peter 1:23-2:3  

 

Essential First Steps: 

   Realize what it takes to get in the family of God.  

      It is the Spirit of God using the Word of God to get in the family of God.  (Salvation)  

         You must be born again by the cleansing power of the truth of the Word of God. 

                                                                                                                                 I Peter 1:23a  

            John 1:1 

            John 3:3-7 

            Ephesians 5:25-27 

            Titus 3:4, 5     

         What about other gospels - like the Gospel according to Thomas?  

            1. Was the book accepted by the early church as authoritative (Colossians 4:16,  

                 I Thessalonians 5:27)?  

            2. Was the book consistent (no contradictions) with other accepted inspired books? 

            3. Was the book preserved or lost? 

            4. Was the book a work of the Holy Spirit - high moral, spiritual value? 

 

 



  Realize what it takes to grow up in the family of God.  

      It is the Spirit of God using the Word of God to grow up in the family of God.    
                                                                                                                            (Sanctification)  

              I Peter 2:1 -  You must get rid of: 

              Malice 

              Deceit  

              Hypocrisy 

              Envy 

              Slander 

 

        You must long for the Word of God. 

                                                  I Peter 2:2-3 

 

 

 

So What… What steps have you taken and are you going to take? 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sermon Based Bible Study                                                                             Week of January 24, 2021 

 

Read I Peter 1:23-2:3 aloud.  What is your take away from this passage and from the message 
on Sunday?   
 (A particular point, challenge encouragement or question) 

Getting Connected 

(A possible opening question) 

What amazes or confuses you about what it means to be "born again"?   

How would you explain it to someone?  

 

Going Further - Growing in Christ 

   1. January's Memory Verse- "Therefore, prepare your minds for action, keep sober in spirit,  
        fix your hope completely on the grace to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus  
        Christ."    I Peter 1:13  
 

       This week pray for Transformation Ministries as they plant new churches, equip pastors,  
       and support ministries in our association of churches.  
 

       Share something from your Personal Time with God 

 

    2. Why is the Word of God so crucial in bringing people into a born-again relationship with  
        Christ?    

        I Peter 1:23-25 

        Romans 10: 14-17 

 

    3. Why do you believe the Bible and only the Bible is the Word of God? 

        John 17:17 

        II Timothy 3:14-17 

        Revelation 22:18-19    



    4. Which of the listed "habits" in I Peter 2:1 are hardest for you to get rid of in your life? 

         What do these habits do to us? 

 

     5. What does it mean to "long" for the Word of God? 

          What do we learn from Psalm 119:97-104? 

 

    6. How difficult is it sometimes to grow spiritually? 

         Philippians 2:12, 13 

         Philippians 3:13-14 

         II Timothy 2:4-5    

 

 

     Taking it Home 

        Spend time praying with and for each other. 

        Read the prayer in Philippians 1:3-8 as you prepare to pray- "I thank my God in all my 
remembrance of you, always offering prayer with joy in my every prayer for you all, in view of 
your participation in the gospel from the first day until now.  For I am confident of this very 
thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.  For it is 
only right for me to feel this way about you all, because I have you in my heart, since both in my 
imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel, you all are partakers of grace 
with me.  For God is my witness, how I long for you all with the affection of Christ Jesus." 

 

Pray for each other's spiritual growth and for people in your Oikos.   

 

  

 

    


