
"Be Hopeful - No Matter What!"                                                                               December 6, 2020    

 

"Therefore, So What!" 

I Peter 1:10-16 

Be Hopeful! 

     What is our hope in?     I Peter 1:10-12 

         Our hope is in a Person 

             The Old Testament prophets prophesized of Him. 

                  Hebrews 1:1-2     

 

             The Holy Spirit predicted His sufferings and glories. 

                  Isaiah 53  

                  Isaiah 9:6-7 – "For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; and the  
                  government will rest on His shoulders; and His name will be called Wonderful   
                  Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.  There will be no end to the  
                  increase of His government or of peace, on the throne of David and over his kingdom,  
                  to establish it and to uphold it with justice and righteousness from then on and  
                  forevermore.   The zeal of the Lord of hosts will accomplish this." 

 
            
             The people of God preached His gospel.   
                   
                  I Corinthians 15:1, 3-6 – "Now I make known to you, brethren, the gospel which I  
                  preached to you, which also you received, in which also you stand.  For I delivered to   
                  you as of first importance what I also received, that Christ died for our sins according   
                  to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day  
                  according to the Scriptures, and that He appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve.   
                  After that He appeared to more than five hundred brethren at one time, most of  
                  whom remain until now, but some have fallen asleep."      
 



        The angels pondered the depths of His grace. 
  
             I Peter 1:12                 
 
             Luke 2:50-51 – "But they did not understand the statement which He had made to  
             them.  And He went down with them and came to Nazareth, and He continued in  
             subjection to them; and His mother treasured all these things in her heart." 

 
 
 
    What does our hope do?     I Peter 1:13-16 

 
        It prepares (motivates) us for action and self-discipline. 
 
             I Corinthians 9:24-25 – "Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but only   
             one receives the prize?  Run in such a way that you may win.  Everyone who competes  
             in the games exercise self-control in all things.  They then do it to receive a perishable  
             wreath, but we an imperishable."  
             Hebrews 12:1 

 
 
        It prepares (motivates) us to be obedient (holy) children - knowing when to say yes or no.   
 
             Philippians 2:4-5 – "Do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for  
             the interests of others.  Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus."  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
So What… Are you going to be hopeful this Christmas?      
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What was your take-away from Sunday? 

(A particular point, challenge, encouragement or question)  

 

Getting Connected 

(A possible opening question to start your group) 

What are you looking forward to or dreading this Christmas? 

 

Going Further- Growing in Christ 

1.  Spend time memorizing and meditating on this passage: 

     "But the angel said to them, 'Do not be afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of great joy   
     which will be for all the people; for today in the city of David there has been born for you a  
     Savior, Who is Christ the Lord.'"      Luke 2:10-11 (NASB)   
 
     This week pray for Dr. Rich Freeman and Turkish Connections as they lead in the planting of  
     new churches in Turkey and in sustaining strength for local pastors. 
 
     Share something from your Personal Time with God. 
 
 
 
2.  There are those who hear about Jesus and believe and those who hear and refuse to believe.   
     What did the people of God in the Old Testament long to see and experience? 
 
     Matthew 13:16, 17 

 
 
 
 
     Hebrews 11: 39, 40 

 



3.  This hope realized only in Christ is to be shared with everyone. 
 
      How can each of us be a better witness for Christ?   Acts 1:8. 
 
 
      Who can we talk to about Jesus this Christmas? 
 
 
 
4.  The "angels long to look" (I Peter 1:12) and Mary "treasured all these things" about Jesus. 
 
      How can we better do that this Christmas? 
 
      Colossians 3:1-4 
 
 
 
5.  What is the "therefore, there for" in I Peter 1:13? 
 
      What are some key truths we need to remember from I Peter 1:3-9? 
 
      How should this help us to be more hopeful? 
 
 
 
6.  In what ways should our life be different when we come to know Jesus? 
 
      I Peter 1:13-16 
 
      Where are some growing points in your life right now? 
 
 
 
 
Taking it Home - Spend time praying with and for each other.  Pray particularly for people in 
your Oikos this Christmas.  Have someone read Paul's prayer in Philippians 1:9-11 as we 
acknowledge God's will in our lives.  
           
           
  
 


