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What Pleases God? 

Hebrews 11:1-3 
 
 

An important question: What pleases God? 
 
An important answer: Faith 
 

Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.  This is what the ancients 
were commended for.  By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God’s command, so that 
what is seen was not made out of what was visible.  Hebrews 11:1-3 

 
And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to Him must believe that He 
exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek Him.   Hebrews 11:6 

 
 
What is faith?  Faith is trust.  
 

• For faith to be meaningful, it has to have an object, a sure foundation. 
• The Bible offers only one answer:  Jesus Christ 

 
For no matter how many promises God has made, they are “Yes” in Christ.  2 Corinthians 1:20a 

 
• Faith in Jesus Christ is a solid conviction because it rests on God’s Word.  
• Therefore, it makes the future present and the invisible seen with the eyes of faith in Jesus Christ. 

 
 
What does this mean for me? 
 

• How you trust Jesus Christ and His Word matters! 
 
Why does it matter? 
 

• Because the righteous shall walk by faith and not by sight.  (2 Corinthians 5:7) 
• Because of Jesus Christ, the verdicts of the future reverse the verdicts of the moment. 

 
o On Good Friday, the verdict of the moment appeared that Christ was dead…            

but the future verdict reversed it! 
o Today, the verdict of moment makes it appear that Christ is not returning…            

but the future verdict will reverse it! 
 

All these people were still living by faith when they died.  They did not receive the things promised; they 
only saw them and welcomed them from a distance.  And they admitted that they were aliens and 
strangers on earth.  Hebrews 11:13  
 

How does faith work for living as a Christian? 
 

• God speaks.  We listen.  We trust Him.  So, we obey Him. 
 
 
So what… How would you live differently if you did not trust Christ?  (Would there be a radical difference?)   
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What was your take-away from Sunday? 
(A particular point, challenge, encouragement or question) 

 

Getting Connected 
(A possible opening question to start your group) 

When have you been pleased (happy and encouraged) because someone trusted what you said? 

 

Going Further - Growing in Christ 

   1.  Keep working on this month's memory verse: 
         "My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit, and so prove to be My disciples." 
           John 15:8  

           This week pray for Orange County Rescue Mission as they meet physical needs and share 
           Christ in our community.   

           Share something from your Personal Time with God.  

 

   2.  What reasons do the following Proverbs give for trusting in the Lord? 

• Proverbs 3:5-6 
 

• Proverbs 16:20 
 

• Proverbs 28:25 
 

• Proverbs 29:25 

   

 3.  How were the lives of Hezekiah and Daniel blessed because they trusted in the Lord?  

• 2 Kings 18:1-8 

 

• Daniel 6:19-23 

    

4.  Read Mark 9:14-29 and answer the following questions. 

a) With whom do you identify most in this story?  Share an example from your life. 
1) The disciples – because I never seem to give people the help they need. 
2) The boy – because I often feel like I’m controlled by evil. 
3) The father – because I find it hard to believe sometimes. 
4) Jesus – because I have to fix things when others mess up. 



  
b) What would you call the father’s statement, “I do believe, help me overcome my unbelief!”  Discuss. 

1) An honest statement – because no one is entirely without doubt. 
2) A good example – for we all need God’s help to overcome unbelief. 
3) An encouragement – it demonstrates that healing from God is not dependent on our having 

perfect faith. 
 
 
 

c) Which of the following do you have the hardest time believing, and why? 
1) God exists 
2) Jesus is God’s Son 
3) God is good 
4) God has a plan for my life 
5) There is life after death 
6) God loves me 
7) Miracles can occur today 
8) Other ____________________ 
 
 
 

d) What kind of doubts hit you the hardest, and why? 
1) Spiritual – questions like, “Can my life please God?” 
2) Family – questions like, “Am I failing as a spouse or parent?” 
3) Vocational – questions like, “Will I make it in my work life?” 
4) Personal – questions like, “Will I always have these weaknesses and struggles?” 
 
 
 

e) What have you found helpful in dealing with your doubts?  
1) Admit that I have them 
2) Time spent in Bible study and prayer 
3) Learning from those who can share how God helped them 
4) Other ____________________  

 

 

Taking it Home 

a. How can your group pray for you?   
 
 

b. Where does your trust in the Lord need to be strengthened?   
 


