
Drum Tube 
Making Instructions

You will need:

• A cardboard tube
• A plastic cup
• Tissue paper (all one colour)
• Scissors
• Glue stick
• Can opener
• 4 elastic bands
• Coloured paper
• Decorative stickers, beads, buttons, etc.
• Decorative tape

A few tips before you start:
It is so much fun to make your own magic 
tricks and these step-by-step instructions are 
going to help you do just that.
Soft plastic drinking cups are the best to use to make this trick as they are very easy to 
cut to make the gimmick. Ask an adult to help if you find it difficult to make the first cut.
Using an empty snack food cardboard tube works really well as it is the perfect size for 
this magic trick.
You can use any decoration tape or stickers to add a ‘magical’ effect. 
Tissue paper is very thin and tears really easily, so take extra care when you are working 
with it.

Step 1:
Remove the bottom of the cardboard tube with the can 
opener. You may need some help from an adult with this 
bit. Make sure there are no sharp edges. With the bottom 
removed you now have the perfect tube.

Step 2:
The next  step is to decorate the 
tube. The first thing to do is to cover the back of a coloured piece 
of paper with glue stick. When you cover the whole area you will 
get a smooth finish on your tube. If you just glue the edges, it 
may bubble in the middle.
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Step 3:
Don’t  worry if your paper doesn’t 
cover the whole tube top to bottom. 
Use decorative tape or strips of 
different coloured paper to cover the 
bits that are sticking out.

Step 4:
Now it  is time to decorate your tube 
with decorative tape, stickers, beads, 
buttons or anything you want to use for 
a ‘magical’ look. I have found electrical 
tape works really well as it is a bit 
stretchy and gives you a very smooth 
finish around the tube. Take your time 

with this bit, because this is what your audience will be 
looking at.

Step 5:
Cut 4 squares out of your tissue paper. You want to make 
them about  20 x 20 cm. Tissue paper is very thin and tears 
really easily, so take care when doing this step. Ask for help 
from and adult if you need it. 
TIP:
Cut a few extra squares for spares as they may rip when you 
get to use them in the next step.

Step 6:
Place one of the 
tissue paper 
squares on top 
of the plastic 
cup (as shown 
in the picture). 
Take one of 
your elastic 
bands and fit it 
over the paper over the opening of the plastic cup. It should look a bit like a drum 
(that’s why this trick is called the Drum Tube). This will be the ‘sneaky bit’ that the 
audience won’t see.
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Step 7:
Trim the extra bits of tissue paper off. This important as 
this will make sure the audience doesn’t  see the 
‘gimmick’ (the ‘sneaky bit’ that  the audience don’t 
see).

Step 8:
Now place a square of tissue paper over one end of your 
decorated tube and repeat Step 5 by placing the elastic 
band over the paper and the tube to make another ‘drum’. 
Take care doing this, remember the tissue paper rips easily. 
Ask someone to help by holding the paper while you put the 
elastic over the tube.

Well done!
You have done it. You have learnt  how to 
make your own magic tricks. Have fun with 
this amazing prop: the Drum Tube. It can 
be used to appear all sorts of weird and 
wonderful things. See what  you can make 
appear from your Drum Tube.
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