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Dear Johnathan and Angela-Marie, 
Call me at 301-657-9700 for an in-depth consultation and plan designed for your home.

Presented by , Your Chevy Chase Real Estate SpecialistsThe Estridge Group

Thinking of Renting out 
a Room in Your House?

I met with a neighbor about selling 
their home in the next few years. In 
the meantime, they were thinking of 
doing a few improvements to the 
basement and possibly rent it out to 
provide some extra income, as their 
children have moved out of the home.

The rules have become more stringent over the years, and I 
thought it might be helpful to provide some information from 
Montgomery County to answer questions if this is a 
consideration now or in the near future in your own home.

An owner/occupant can rent rooms to no more than two 
individual tenants without obtaining a rental license. They 
would, however, need to be able to share the kitchen and the 
utilities. If an owner chooses to rent out the lower level of their 
home, there are additional requirements. Each room the 
tenant(s) sleep in must have a window that is a minimum of 20 
inches wide, 22 inches high and not more than 44 inches off the 
ground. It must have a working smoke detector and a ceiling 
height of at least 7 feet.  There also needs to be an exit door from 
the lower level that has a thumb turn latch on the inside.

A basement room rental that has cooking facilities is considered 
an accessory apartment and must comply with current code 
and be licensed. Accessory apartments are permitted only in 
owner occupied, single family detached homes. The apartment 
must have a separate outside entrance, and there must be one on-
site parking space provided. The kitchen must be equipped with 
a kitchen stove and a standard refrigerator.  

Every sleeping room of the accessory apartment must have at 
least one operable outside window or exterior door approved for 
emergency egress in accordance with the fire code. Windows 
must have screens. Every habitable room of the accessory 
apartment must have two or more separate electrical outlets. 
Outlets in bathrooms must be protected with GFIs. Handrails 
are required when there are three or more stairs. The property 
must be at least five years old.

Accessory apartments in the home must be registered with the 
Maryland Department of Environment and inspected for lead paint.

For more information, a complete set of requirements and the 
process of licensing an accessory apartment, visit the website 
www.montgomerycountymd.gov/hca or call 240-777-3666.

I hope you find this information useful and informative. Please 
feel free to contact us any time if we can help with any questions!  
at  all!      — Melinda
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