
1

The need For  
ProPheTiC MinisTry

The greatest privilege and deepest desire of every believer is to 
hear God’s voice. It was the cry of the Old Testament patri-
archs who walked the desert sands. It was the longing of each 

New Testament believer to hear again the voice of God. Inherent in 
each of us is the desire to hear and know the Lord’s voice.

It is a precious honor to sit at His feet and learn of Him. It is a 
treasure to be guarded. We are to set apart time to read His Word 
and then listen quietly for His still, small voice. This communion 
is to be cultivated, for it is a garden of provision, protection, and 
refreshing. Not unlike a marriage, it holds moments of intimate 
joy, secret longings, and unspeakable love. It is a place to bare our 
souls. It is a special and delicate relationship, one to be nourished 
and protected.

The ways God speaks to His children are various and many. I 
believe that His first preference is to speak directly to us. This is 
the very reason He sent His Son, so that the veil that separated 
man from God might be rent. This book does not attempt to cover 
the numerous ways God may choose to speak. It is a subject far 
too vast to address in just one volume. This book focuses on one 
specific aspect: how to know when God is speaking to you through 
another. This discernment is an integral part of your personal rela-
tionship with God.
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It is an awesome responsibility to act as a message bearer “from 
God.” Peter admonishes us, “If anyone speaks, he should do it as 
one speaking the very words of God” (1 Pet. 4:11, niv). Paul con-
firms this is no light matter with, “I was with you in weakness, 
in fear, and in much trembling” (1 Cor. 2:3–6). Though we are 
human, God will entrust us with His precious voice and use us to 
speak His words to another.

A prophet is a divine spokesperson. To speak prophetically is to 
speak by divine inspiration. It is the presentation of God’s message 
for an individual, group, nation, or generation. It may bring direc-
tion, correction, warning, encouragement, or instruction, but one 
thing is certain: It will always direct the recipients to the heart and 
ways of God. A messenger from God is only as good as he is faithful 
to the One he represents. He does not represent himself or his opin-
ions. He represents God’s.

My First EncountEr With PErsonal ProPhEcy

I have been greatly ministered to by personal prophetic words. 
I remember the first time God spoke to me in this manner. The 
year was 1980. I was studying mechanical engineering at Purdue 
University. I had been saved two years earlier and soon afterward 
felt a strong tug on my heart toward ministry. My parents were not 
receptive to this due to our Catholic background. I found myself 
torn emotionally as I wavered back and forth. I respected my par-
ents, but could not ignore the growing call I felt.

I attended a large conference with six to seven thousand others 
in Indianapolis, Indiana. The well-known minister concluded a 
wonderful message, then said God had given him words for two 
individuals. The first was for a Baptist pastor.

The second was for me. He said, “There is a young man in 
here tonight, and you are sitting in the last couple of rows on 
the bottom floor [my location]. You vacillate back and forth as 
to whether or not you are called to the ministry. One day you 
know you’re called; the next day you think, Am I really called? God 
says you are indeed called to the full-time ministry and that He is 
going to use you in a wonderful way.”
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As he spoke I knew beyond any doubt God was speaking directly 
to me. The strong witness of His peace and presence filled my heart 
as I listened. I felt as though each word became a part of me. I 
noticed a weight had lifted from my soul. The next morning I had 
such joy. I knew it was a settled issue. No longer would I be double-
minded and tormented. I completed my engineering degree, and 
by the summer of 1983 I was in the ministry full time, serving my 
pastor. That word finalized the assurance of the call of God on my 
life.

FlEsh vs. ProMisE

The Bible reveals that prophetic ministry will play a crucial role in 
preparing the church for the Lord’s return. Peter quoted the prophet 
Joel, who said that sons and daughters, menservants and maid-
servants will prophesy (Acts 2:16–18; Joel 2:28–31). The enemy 
knows this as well. He longs to cripple or pervert the prophetic and 
diminish its effectiveness. He wants the church to remain fleshly, 
for then the precious is mixed with the vile.

It comes as no surprise that a biblical pattern exists that applies 
to much of the current prophetic ministry. More often than not 
the Ishmael precedes the Isaac. Flesh will try to bring forth what 
only the Spirit can. Allow me to explain. When he was seventy-
five, Abraham received a promise from God that he would have a 
son. After eleven years of waiting he and his wife devised a plan of 
action. Hagar, his wife’s slave girl, was given to Abraham, and a son 
named Ishmael was born.

God allowed this and must have thought, If they think they can 
bring forth My promise through their flesh; I will wait until Abram’s 
reproductive system is dead. Then I’ll bring forth My Son of promise. 
Why? Because He will not allow flesh to glory in His sight! Thirteen 
more years passed, and both of them were dead reproductively 
(Rom. 4:19). Then Sarah conceived and gave birth to Isaac. Paul 
wrote:

The son of the slave-wife was born in a human attempt to 
bring about the fulfillment of God’s promise. But the son of 
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the freeborn wife was born as God’s own fulfillment of his 
promise.

—gaLaTians 4:23, nLT

God has promised to restore the prophetic in full power before 
Jesus returns (Acts 3:20–21). This expectation permeates the 
church. However, I have witnessed flesh’s attempt to bring forth 
what God has promised.

There is the prophetic ministry of promise born of the will of 
the Father and there is the prophetic ministry born of flesh and the 
will of man. What is the difference? Though both are conceived 
through a genuine desire to fulfill God’s plan and promise, the one 
birthed by flesh must be maintained by flesh while the one birthed 
by the Spirit will be sustained by the Spirit. Flesh reproduces flesh 
and therefore speaks directly to the desires of man. Spirit reproduces 
spirit and therefore speaks forth the desire of God. The purpose of 
this book is to help you discern between the voices. For though 
the words of flesh may be pleasant to our ears, they will lead us 
into defilement, destruction, or possibly death. Words of the Spirit, 
even if initially unpleasant, lead you to the heart of God.

tEst all ProPhEcy

Personally I’ve received numerous “Thus saith the Lord’s . . . ” over 
my past twenty years as a Christian. Of these, only a handful have 
proven to be truly words from God. If I had heeded a lot of them, 
today I would be one confused individual and most likely detoured 
from the will of God. The New Testament exhorts us:

Do not quench (suppress or subdue) the [Holy] Spirit; do not 
spurn the gifts and utterances of the prophets [do not depre-
ciate prophetic revelations nor despise inspired instruction or 
exhortation or warning.] But test and prove all things [until 
you can recognize] what is good; [to that] hold fast.

—1 ThessaLonians 5:19–21, amp

We need prophecy in the church and are strongly warned not 
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to despise it. To despise something is to condemn or hate it. We 
have been so afraid of despising prophecy that we have neglected 
judging it. It is important we learn to recognize or discern the true 
from the false. Examine again Paul’s words in verse 21:

But test and prove all things [until you can recognize] what is 
good; [to that] hold fast.

This is the objective of this book. We cannot accept the false as 
true because we are afraid of rejecting the true as false; we must 
learn to separate the good from bad. Nor is it right to be so overly 
cautious and critical that we reject the true. At present I believe we 
err in Spirit-filled circles to the loose acceptance of every word. We 
casually shrug off inaccurate or carnal words as, “Oh, well. They 
just missed that one,” or, “They are just growing in their gift.” But 
no one should take casually anything tagged with “thus saith the 
Lord.”

Israel erred in this direction as well. It came to the place where 
God said through the prophet Micah:

If a liar and deceiver comes and says, “I will prophesy for you 
plenty of wine and beer,” he would be just the prophet for this 
people!

—micah 2:11, niv

The New Living Translation is even stronger. It reads, “That’s 
just the kind of prophet you would like!” God was saying, “You will 
embrace as prophetic anything that satisfies your carnal desires and 
appetites.”

Paul says that we are to test and prove all things until we learn to 
recognize what is from God. Since we’ve erred to leniency, you may 
feel this book leans the other way. If it does, it is with the hope of 
bringing proper, godly balance. We must shine the light of God’s 
Word brightly while examining prophecy in context.
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hoW this Book caME Forth

Originally I had not planned to write this book, but a sequel to The 
Fear of the Lord. I spent months compiling scriptures and informa-
tion, and the publisher even advertised it. Over dinner with the 
publisher and some of his staff, I shared some of the insights you 
will find in this book. I noticed he was quiet and attentive as I 
spoke.

Afterward the publisher asked me, “John, could you write this as 
your next book?”

Surprised, I questioned, “You mean in place of our existing 
plans?”

He said, “Yes.”
I said, “Let me pray about it.”
I diligently sought God’s will through prayer. I shared the book 

idea with close friends that I trust, and they strongly encouraged 
me to write on this topic as well. Deep in my heart I knew I was to 
do it, but I also knew it could upset some and be misunderstood 
by others. “Lord,” I questioned, “do You really want me to write 
this book?” I could not help but think of the persecution it might 
bring. “Why should I bring persecution on myself?”

I found myself crying. I knew I was being selfish. I remembered 
the many people I have met and the stories I have heard of those 
who had been defiled by words that were not genuine. I decided I 
could not draw back from what God entrusted me to declare.

In this book I have included true stories that I believe will 
help you learn to identify the real from the false. No names are 
mentioned because this is not about identifying individuals, but 
about identifying error. With the exception of two accounts, each 
involved someone with a nationally known prophetic ministry. I 
say this to make the point that these are not examples that hap-
pened in remote places or with isolated frequency. I believe these 
examples to be an accurate representation of what is happening on 
a national scale. I spoke with many leaders who had similar stories 
of their own, which I was not able to include due to a lack of space. 
I believe we face a church-wide crisis, and it will worsen if we do 
not embrace the truth and turn from lies.
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The truths in this book may make you uncomfortable or bring 
conviction. I know this because I was convicted as I wrote. I found 
the Holy Spirit’s illumination of the truth most revealing in areas 
where I have failed to walk in the accuracy of His will. I repented 
and changed my outlook on giving words prefaced with “Thus 
saith the Lord.”

It is my sincere hope that this book will focus and sharpen those 
already used in the realm of prophetic ministry. To accomplish this 
we must maintain an open and teachable heart. We must believe 
the truths read in God’s Word instead of reading what we already 
believe. When confronted with truth we can respond two ways. We 
can become angry and defensive like Cain, the son of Adam, and 
forsake a revelation we need. Or we can be humble and broken like 
David when confronted by Nathan, and rise to a new level in godly 
character.
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