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The Devil’s Door
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In the realm of oversight 
and ignorance, even 

believers fall prey.

Imagine yourself in a neighborhood deluged with violence and 

crime. Not a day passes without some chilling news of murder, 

rape, or abduction. Your home is being stalked by a dangerous 

assailant who lurks somewhere in the dark awaiting the moment 

when he can slip in and take you by surprise. He longs to take you 

and your loved ones hostage, plunder and destroy your possessions, 

and maim those you love. Perhaps he’ll even kill. You cannot change 

his mind by begging, pleading, or crying. He is a sworn enemy and 

determined to destroy you.
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In light of all this, would you forget to lock your front door? Of 
course not!

Let’s take it further. Would you dream of retiring at night with 
your front door not only unlocked but also left wide open? Absolutely 
not! The absurdity of it is almost offensive, yet countless people do 
this very thing. But it is not the door to a home that is left open—it 
is the door to their souls.

I have witnessed this firsthand. I have recognized them sitting in 
the churches where I’ve spoken. The location of these churches did 
not seem to matter. I’ve seen these unaware and unprepared believers 
from all walks of life, income, and culture. They are both overseas 
and stateside. They are the educated and the ignorant. But they all 
have one thing in common: They are victims of a wise and cunning 
adversary who has placed them under his controlling curse. How? 
They left open the devil’s door!

This book is not about witches and spells. Nor is it about the 
occult practices of astrology, palm reading, or Ouija boards. All these 
are blatant, overt invitations to the demonic realm. Most believers 
would never openly dabble in these. No, I speak of something much 
more subtle. It operates in the realm of oversight and ignorance. In 
this foggy arena, even believers fall prey.

This is not a new phenomenon or unique to our generation. It is 
as ancient as the devil himself. It is the iniquity that caused the fall 
of the Morning Star, Lucifer, and displaced a third of the angels from 
heaven. It is rebellion, which is disobedience to God’s authority.

At this point you may have breathed a sigh of relief, “Whew! This 
doesn’t concern me. I’m not rebellious or disobedient.” Not so fast! 
You’d be surprised. Satan is not a fool. He and his cohorts are very 
cunning and crafty. Most believers do not dive willfully into disobe-
dience; rather, they fall into it by way of deception.

I’m certain you wish to know of this deception and that you desire 
to protect and safeguard your home, life, and family. This book is 
penned as a warning to protect. It contains truths that expose decep-
tion and could save your life.
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Days of Deception

Satan is the master of deception. Jesus said he was not only a deceiver 
but also the very father of it (John 8:44). Jesus also warned us that 
his delusions and deceptions would become so strong in the latter 
days that if it were possible even the elect would fall prey to them 
(Matt. 24:24). We now live in those days. Examine Paul’s passionate 
plea to the Corinthian church:

For I am jealous for you with godly jealousy. For I have 
betrothed you to one husband, that I may present you as a 
chaste virgin to Christ. But I fear, lest somehow, as the serpent 
deceived Eve by his craftiness, so your minds may be corrupted 
from the simplicity that is in Christ.

—2 Corinthians 11:2–3

Paul compared a believer’s vulnerability to deception with the 
deception of Eve. Eve was beguiled into disobedience. (See Genesis 
3:13.) But it was a different story with Adam. “Adam was not 
deceived” (1 Tim. 2:14). Referring to the nature of Adam’s transgres-
sion, the Scriptures say, “For just as through the disobedience of the 
one man the many were made sinners” (Rom. 5:19, niv, emphasis 
added). Eve was beguiled into disobedience, but Adam knew exactly 
what he was doing.

I have watched some people in the church transgress God’s 
commands with their eyes wide open, fully aware of what they are 
doing. They are not deceived—they are committing spiritual suicide. 
These people are difficult to reach.

But the majority of the disobedient, like Eve, are deceived through 
ignorance. My cry is for these oppressed ones. Through knowledge 
of the truth, the enemy can be shut off.
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Twisting God’s Word

So let’s look at how Satan could deceive Eve. Eve did not seem 
like a person who should have been susceptible to deceit. She lived 
in an entirely perfect environment. She had never been abused by 
an authority. There was no bad experience with a father, boss, or 
minister. She lived in a flourishing garden free of demonic influence 
or oppression. She’d known only God’s goodness and provision as 
she walked and talked in His presence. So how was the serpent able 
to deceive her?

God commanded, “Of every tree of the garden you may freely 
eat; but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall 
not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die” (Gen. 
2:16–17).

God’s goodness provided, “You may freely eat,” while His 
authority restrained, “except the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil.” God emphasized their liberty to eat of every tree with the 
exception of one.

It is God’s very essence to love and give. He desired companions in 
His garden who would love and obey Him. He did not want robots 
without the freedom of choice. He longed for children made in His 
image with a free will. When He restricted their access to the tree 
He provided a choice that protected them from death. It involved 
their will: Would they trust and obey? Without a command there is 
no choice.

Now let’s examine the serpent’s words. “Has God indeed said, 
‘You shall not eat of every tree of the garden?’” (Gen. 3:1).

The serpent ignored God’s generosity and emphasized the excep-
tion, thus implying that something was being withheld from Eve. 
With a single question he distorted God’s protective command into 
an unjust denial of good. Can you hear the sneer in his voice as he 
questioned, “So, God said you can’t eat from every tree?” He made 
God out to be a taker, not the giver He is.

Satan led Eve down a path of reasoning where she would eventu-
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ally question God’s goodness and integrity. Once he accomplished 
this, it was a small step to turn her against God’s authority.

An Attack on God’s Authority

Satan is sly; he was after the very foundation of God’s authority. By 
causing the Lord to appear unjust, the serpent could attack God’s 
dominion in Eve’s mind. “Righteousness and justice are the founda-
tion of His throne” (Ps. 97:2, emphasis added).

Though the woman corrected the serpent, the seed of doubt in 
God’s goodness had been sown in her. “We may eat the fruit of the 
trees of the garden; but of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst 
of the garden, God has said, ‘You shall not eat it, nor shall you touch 
it, lest you die’” (Gen. 3:2–3).

Even as she answered, it is quite possible that she wondered about 
the goodness of God. I’m not sure why we can’t eat from that tree. 
How could it harm us? What’s in it that is so bad for us? With these 
newly raised doubts, she was open to questioning God’s authority.

The serpent seized this opportunity to attack God’s authority, 
truthfulness, and integrity by boldly contradicting Him. “You will 
not surely die. For God knows that in the day you eat of it your eyes 
will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil” 
(Gen. 3:4–5).

The master of deception undermined the foundation of Eve’s 
loyalty to God and assured her she would not die. Then he quickly 
followed his contradiction with this reasoning: “Instead of dying 
you’ll become more like God. You’ll be wise and able to choose for 
yourself between good and evil. Therefore you will no longer be 
subject to Him or His unfair commands.”

Reasoning That Questions Submission

Eve was shocked! She now wondered, Is this why God kept this fruit 
from me? She looked at the tree again but this time in a different 
light. She gazed at what was withheld from her. She judged the fruit 
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to be good and pleasant, not bad and injurious. She reasoned, Surely 
it is desirable and will make us wise. Why should I deny myself fruit that 
is so good for us?

This reasoning blinded her to all else around her. She forgot the 
abundant goodness and focused on the lone tree. She thought, God 
has kept this from us. It could have been ours all along. Why has He done 
this? What else has He withheld from us?

With the foundation of God’s character, integrity, and goodness 
in question, there remained no reason to submit to His authority. 
Self-will or rebellion was the next step. Eve plucked the fruit, ate it, 
and gave some to her husband.

Immediately their eyes were opened. They were naked. Their 
disobedience brought spiritual death. By usurping God’s word and 
submitting to Satan, they opened the devil’s door, and he became 
their new master. They granted him not only access to their lives but 
also entrance into the world. Paul explained it this way: “Therefore, 
just as through one man sin entered the world, and death through 
sin, and thus death spread to all men” (Rom. 5:12).

This act of disobedience conceived destruction, sin, and sickness— 
a list that has multiplied and grown more foul with each passing gener-
ation. Their rebellion opened wide the door to Satan’s dominion and 
destruction. He took full advantage of his opportunity to be like God 
but not subject to Him. By enslaving God’s creation, he enthroned 
himself.

Today Is no Different

Satan’s mode of operation differs little today. He still desires to 
pervert God’s character in order to turn us against His authority.

Do not be deceived, my beloved brethren. Every good gift and 
every perfect gift is from above, and comes down from the Father 
of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow of turning.

—James 1:16–17
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It must be settled in your heart that there is nothing good outside 
the realm of God’s will. James shows that you can be deceived if you 
believe there is good outside of God’s provision. Consider carefully 
our discussion. No matter how good it looks, tastes, or feels . . . no 
matter how rich, abundant, wise, or successful it will make you . . . if 
it is not from God, it will eventually lead to intense sorrow and end 
in death. Each and every perfect and good gift is from God. There is 
no other source. Embrace this truth and settle it in your heart. Don’t 
let looks deceive you! If Eve had followed this admonition she never 
would have been swayed. But instead, she looked beyond the realm 
of God’s provision to fulfill her desires.

How many people today marry the wrong person for the wrong 
reasons? God may have warned them through their parents or pastor, 
or showed them in their own hearts that they were making a wrong 
choice. But their own reasoning soon drowned out these other voices 
because the person they desired seemed good for companionship, 
pleasant to their eyes, and appeared to be wise in helping them make 
decisions. Ultimately they chose their will over God’s. Later they 
suffer greatly for their misjudgment.

Many people disobey the will of God because they are enticed by 
the good and pleasant. Perhaps it is a means of prosperity or success 
outside the counsel of God’s Word. They pursue their own desires 
and find fun, happiness, or excitement for a season. They find good 
in what God had said no to. They think God withholds all the 
attractive or fun stuff from them! They think He doesn’t understand 
their needs and ignores the importance of their desires. They believe 
God is unfaithful because He doesn’t answer their prayers when they 
expect Him to answer them. Reasoning questions, Why wait for God’s 
answer? Take the good and pleasant now!

Two Similar Situations,  
Two Different Responses

Consider Jesus. He was in the desert for forty days and nights. 
He had gone without water, food, and comfort. Hunger returned 
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because His body was close to starvation. If He didn’t have food and 
water soon He’d die. But which came first—the provision or the 
temptation?

At this point Satan came to tempt Him, “If You are the Son of 
God, command that these stones become bread” (Matt. 4:3). Just as 
with Eve, Satan questioned what God had said forty days earlier when 
He openly declared Jesus to be His Son at the banks of the Jordan.

Satan attempted to distort God’s character. “Why has He led You 
out here to starve? Why doesn’t He provide for You? Perhaps it is 
time You begin to provide for Yourself. If You don’t get nutrition 
soon You’ll die or end up with severe permanent physical problems. 
Use Your authority to serve Yourself. Turn this stone to bread.”

The children of Israel faced this same dilemma after they left 
Egypt and followed God into the wilderness: they ran out of food. 
After a mere three days, they thought God had abandoned them to 
die. So they began to complain. They reasoned it was better for them 
to have died as slaves under the oppression of the Egyptians. At least 
they had food there (Exod. 16). They thought God had tricked them 
by leading them out into the wilderness to starve. In their eyes, God 
was holding out on them. How deceived they were!

Their verbal complaints were the outward manifestation of their 
lawless hearts within. They were willing to submit to Pharaoh rather 
than to God’s authority. They would obey whoever made it best for 
them. They doubted God’s character. They did not want to follow 
God’s leading because it required trusting Him. They were easily 
deceived into not submitting to His authority. This attitude would 
later cost them the Promised Land. It led them into rebellion.

Unlike the Israelites, Jesus denied Himself and waited for God’s 
provision. He would not allow the enemy to pervert the character 
of God in His mind. He knew His Father would provide for His 
needs. He would stay submitted to God’s authority no matter how 
unpleasant it was for the moment. He resisted Satan’s temptation 
to take matters into His own hands; then “the devil left Him, and 
behold, angels came and ministered to Him” (Matt. 4:11). Why?
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Who, in the days of His flesh, when He had offered up prayers 
and supplications, with vehement cries and tears to Him who 
was able to save Him from death, and was heard because of His 
godly fear, though He was a Son, yet He learned obedience by 
the things which He suffered.

—Hebrews 5:7–8

God heard Him because of His godly fear. He did not doubt God’s 
goodness. In the face of great temptation and intense suffering, more 
so than any other had undergone, He chose to obey even though it 
meant suffering. This kind of obedience and submission blocked all 
inroads of the enemy to His life. Satan had no access or entrance. The 
devil’s door remained shut. Jesus lived in perfect obedience to His 
Father; therefore, He could testify on the eve of His death:

The ruler of this world is coming, and he has nothing in Me. 
But that the world may know that I love the Father, and as the 
Father gave Me commandment, so I do.

—John 14:30–31

Jesus spoke of obedience when He declared that the ruler of this 
world, Satan, had found nothing in Him. Through perfect obedience 
to His Father, the door was kept securely shut against Satan. Jesus 
was found blameless!

Two Important Universal Principles

We have established two very important universal principles.

1. Obedience keeps the devil’s door shut, denying him legal 
access.

2. Disobedience throws the door wide open, giving him 
legal access.
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These principles are easy to agree with but quite difficult to live 
out, especially in today’s culture where lawlessness abounds.

The message of this book is extremely important to every believer. 
It contains God’s wisdom about how to avoid deception. It shows 
what happens once this door is open and gives insight to know if 
the enemy has gained entrance. It tells you how to shut the door and 
keep it shut! We will also see the great benefits of living in obedi-
ence, which is God’s plan to help us walk in great faith and kingdom 
authority.
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