
Missouri Constitution
Article X, Section 7

Relief from taxation--forest lands--obsolete, decadent, or blighted 
areas--limitations--exception.

Section 7. For the purpose of encouraging forestry when lands are 
devoted exclusively to such purpose, and the reconstruction, 
redevelopment, and rehabilitation of obsolete, decadent, or blighted 
areas, the general assembly by general law may provide for such 
partial relief from taxation of the lands devoted to any such purpose, 
and of the improvements thereon, by such method or methods, for 
such period or periods of time, not exceeding twenty-five years in any 
instance, and upon such terms, conditions, and restrictions as it may 
prescribe; provided, however, that in the case of forest lands, the 
limitation of twenty-five years herein described shall not apply.



Blight Defined

Section 99.805(a), Section 99.320(3) and Section 100.310(2) of
the Missouri Revised Statutes all define a "blighted area" as
follows:

An area which, by reason of the predominance of
defective or inadequate street layout, unsanitary or unsafe
conditions, deterioration of site improvements, improper
subdivision or obsolete plating, or the existence of
conditions which endanger life or property by fire and
other causes, or any combination of such factors, retards
the provision of housing accommodations or constitutes
an economic or social liability or a menace to the public
health, safety, morals or welfare in its present condition
and use.



Section 99.810.1(1) RSMo

The redevelopment area on the whole is a blighted area, a 
conservation area, or an economic development area, and has not 
been subject to growth and development through investment by 
private enterprise and would not reasonably be anticipated to be 
developed without the adoption of tax increment financing. Such a 
finding shall include, but not be limited to, a detailed description of the 
factors that qualify the redevelopment area or project pursuant to this 
subdivision and an affidavit, signed by the developer or developers and 
submitted with the redevelopment plan, attesting that the provisions 
of this subdivision have been met.


