
Orville Merillat  
Kitchen Fact Sheet

History
• The kitchen was built in the 1940s and belonged 

to friends of Orville and Ruth, Paul and Veva  
Damon. Their son, Jack Damon, was also one of 
the first employees of Merillat Cabinetry.

• Originally a display kitchen at the Lenawee  
County Fair before it was moved into the Damons’ 
home.

• For Merillat Cabinetry’s 50th anniversary, several 
employees tracked down the kitchen and asked 
the homeowner if they could have it, and in return 
they would provide her an entirely new kitchen – 
not only cabinets, but appliances, etc. Orville and 
Ruth had not been told about the kitchen  
reconstruction. It was a big surprise when Orville 
saw the kitchen for the first time. 

• The employees also presented them with a replica 
of the 1946 truck that was the first company truck 
at the 50th anniversary party. Orville had tears in 
his eyes when he saw it and asked if he could go 
for a ride in the truck, but unfortunately he was not 
in good health at the time and was never able to 
go for a ride in it. 

• It took Orville 3-4 days to build the cabinets and 
Ruth about a day to finish and top coat them.  

• He was around 30 and she was in her mid  
twenties when these cabinets were built.

Cabinets
• All of the cabinets are original - they have 

been touched up, but both the color of the 
sides of the cabinet, and the cabinet door 
fronts are essentially the same as when 
first built. The countertop has been re-built 
and the sink and faucet have been added. 

• They are made from birch.

• The handiwork is mostly old fashioned. For 
example, the slits in the sink front were cut 
in to allow air through and keep the  
under-the-sink environment from  
becoming too damp.

• The drawers also featured wood-on-wood 
drawer guides, which are not  
manufactured anymore. 

• One item that has stayed around and is 
still in Merillat brand cabinets today are the 
adjustable shelves. 

Features
• The kitchen is 143 sq. ft. with 17 sq. ft. of 

cabinets. 

• The flooring, appliances and decorative 
elements are not original, but are correct 
for the time period.

• The flooring is new, but is very close to the 
original. It is Armstrong, “ Imperial Texture” 
in color #51878 “Golden” and #51800 
“Buttercream.”


