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THE WELL-DRESSED BRIDE OF THE LAMB
 2 Corinthians 11:2; 1 Corinthians 6:19-20; 

Romans 12:1,2; Revelation 19:6-9
The born-again Christian is different from unconverted sinners in the world. He is a new creature, a citizen of the holy nation, a pilgrim and a stranger in the world, a temple of the Holy Ghost, a disciple of Christ (not a debater), a chaste virgin and bride of Christ, a sheep in Christ’s fold, not a goat among the herds of a mixed multitude, an identifiable saint in a corrupt world, not an assimilated sinner in the midst of a defiled and defiling world.  All the titles of a true Christian show him or her to be a transformed, changed person, different from people in the world.

The first step to be taken by every one who desires to be at peace with God and make heaven his eternal home is to have genuine conversion, the cleansing of the heart by the Blood of Jesus. When there is a genuine work of the Spirit in the heart, the outward life will be changed. The believer’s outward life and actions are regulated by the inward condition. When one is made a “new creature in Christ” the “old things are passed away.” He or she no longer loves the questionable things he once loved. His desires are transformed and his affections are set on things in heaven. The heart is the source of all our outward actions. “Keep thy heart with all diligence for out of it are the issues of life” (Proverbs 4:23). If our hearts are cleansed, we will find that our lives will be constantly brought into conformity with the commandments of the Word of God and the demands of the Gospel.  

1.
ESSENTIAL DRESSING FOR SONS AND DAUGHTERS IN CHRIST
Job 29:14; Isaiah 61:10; 1 Peter 5:5; 1 Timothy 2:9,10; Deuteronomy 22:5;  Zephaniah  1:8; 2 Corinthians 6:17,18; Jude 21-24; Revelation 7:9-14.
The clothing or covering of the body with neat, appropriate and decent apparel or attire is very important but many people give too much attention to the body while their soul is naked, defiled and neglected. There is a true saying that “dress does not make the man.” No matter what one does to polish up the exterior, his inward condition requires a real transformation from heaven. Our Lord Jesus Christ, rebuked all those who “appear beautiful outward, but within full of dead men’s bones and of all uncleanness” (Matthew 23:27). As He said to the Pharisees, so He is saying to many fashionable men and women today; “Even so ye also outwardly appear righteous (beautiful) unto men, but within ye are full of hypocrisy and iniquity” (Matthew 23:28). He commands us to “cleanse first that which is within, that the outside may be clean also” (Matthew 23:26).

Those who are seeking the best that God has for them, who “set their affections on things above, not on things on the earth”, will spend less time before a mirror and more time before their Bible and in prayer, putting on the “ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price.” A Christian girl or a Christian woman whose desire is to please the Lord, whose preoccupation is not to please self or the world, will readily give up indecent and worldly dresses. For the sake of decency and godliness, she will give up indecent and bathing attire, extremely tight-fitting dresses and low necklines because they are not conducive to godliness. Also clothing designed like men’s wear are not to be worn by Christian girls and women. Children who are allowed to wear  this type of boy’s wear develop a love for it and will no doubt want to continue wearing it as they grow older – “Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it” (Proverbs 22:6).

2.        EXPEDIENT DRESSING FOR SAINTS AND DISCIPLES OF CHRIST

1 Corinthians 10:23; Psalms 89:5,6; 132:9; 1 Peter 3:3,4; Proverbs 31:25-30; Colossians 3:8-10,12-17; Revelation 3:1-5; 16:15; 19:7-9;1 Corinthians 6:9-12.
Saints are inwardly and outwardly different from sinners. The sinner is controlled by “the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience” while the saint is controlled by “the Spirit of Christ.” Sinners have a mind that is fully committed to pleasing the world; they are not committed to pleasing God. “Because the carnal mind is enmity against God; for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be.  So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God ” (Romans 8:7,8). Saints have the mind of Christ and it is their joy and delight to please God in all things, at all times.

The child of God, whose desire is to always glorify God, will make decency and modesty of dress his basic rule. Whether at home, at work or anywhere else, a Christian man, a Christian woman, will uphold the stardard of God’s unchanging Word in a changing world. A genuine Christian always seeks God’s approval upon his or her life. The thought of being a ‘glamorous lady’ or a ‘tough guy’ holds no thrill for him or her. The more a Christian woman or a Christian man loves the Lord, the more they live by the precepts of the Gospel and the farther from the border line of worldliness they dress. Their constant aim being higher ground, they “glorify God ” in their body and in their spirit which are God’s (1 Corinthians  6:20).
It is not so with sinners. “The ungodly are not so” (Psalm 1:4).  A little flattery and nice comment of the world on their appearance mean more to them than eternal life. A little “honour from men” or an insincere “praise of men” mean more to them than the hope of reaching the heavenly city and walking hand-in-hand with Christ on the streets of New Jerusalem. Let us examine to see if Christ is our chief joy in life. What is our motive? Are we seeking to please God or man? Is the worthless “praise of men” of more value to us than “the honour that cometh from God only”? (John5:44). Are you willing to obey “the least commandments” of God and be “faithful in that which is least” in spite of the disapproval of the world?  Let God’s people uphold the standard of God’s Word.

3.
EXPECTED DRESSING FOR SOLDIERS ON DUTY FOR CHRIST

2 Timothy 2:3,4; Matthew 8:9; 11:8-12; Romans 12:1,2; James 4:4; 1 John 2:15-17; Ephesians 6:10-18; Romans 13:11-14; Isaiah 52:1,2; Ezekiel 37:10.
A soldier is not a free, independent citizen in his nation to do as he pleases, whenever and wherever he pleases. The Christian man or woman is a soldier of Christ and he or she is not an indulgent, independent citizen of Christ’s Kingdom to do or dress as he or she pleases anytime, anywhere. The believer’s purpose in life is to “please Him (Christ) who has chosen him (the believer) to be a soldier” (2 Timothy 2:4). As the soldier obeys his captain or commander, so the soldier of Christ obeys his/her Captain/Commander (Hebrews 2:10; Isaiah 55:4). No soldier holds a private opinion which makes him live or dress contrary to the army’s expectation. No true believer holds any private opinion which makes him/her reject or neglect the instruction of the Captain of our salvation. The soldier is “under authority” and he recognizes that authority in major and minor things.  He does not disobey an instruction merely because it was issued only once or because he feels it is not too important or significant. The Lord expects every believer to obey Him as Lord, as Master, as Commander, as Captain, as King (Luke 6:46; John13:13-17; 1 Corinthians 11:16).
The life of a soldier is characterized by self-discipline and self-denial. The true believer, as a Christian soldier, is known by his/her self-denial and self-discipline. “If any man will come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me” (Matthew 16:24). “And whosoever doth not bear his cross, and come after Me, cannot be my disciple” (Luke 14:27).     

God’s Word is our standard and that standard teaches us not to dress so as to be like the world, but to dress as becometh a child of God – not in an extreme manner, but rather in a conservative way. The soul who is hungry for God, the one who is reaching out for righteousness and true holiness, is not so much concerned about the latest style. The spiritually hungry do not desire the show and style of the world. They are not so much concerned about pleasing those who are around them; they want to please God.

 * * * * * * * 

Congregational Song: 
LET OTHERS SEE JESUS IN YOU
1.
While passing thro’ this world of sin,


And others your life shall view,


Be clean and pure without, within,


Let others see Jesus in you.



Let others see Jesus in you ,.....



Let others see Jesus in you,.....



Keep telling the story, be faithful and true,



Let others see Jesus  in you.

2.
Your life’s a book before their eyes,


They’re reading it thro’ and thro’;


Say, does it point them to the skies,


Do others see Jesus in you?

3.
What joy ’twill be at set of sun,


In mansions beyond the blue,


To find some souls that you have won;


Let others see Jesus in you.

4.
Then live for Christ both day and night,


Be faithful, be brave and true,


And lead the lost to life and light;

       Let others see Jesus in you.
