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       Study 4: A SPIRIT-INSPIRED PRAYER FOR BELIEVERS AND THE CHURCH
     2 Thessalonians 1:11,12

The text for our study has preserved one of the prayers of the Apostle for growing believers in the model Church of the Thessalonians. His prayers were guided and inspired by the Holy Spirit and here we see the requests on his prayer for the Church and the reason for such prayer request. In comparison, the prayers of almost all believers today are shallow, misdirected and short-sighted. Often, Christians demonstrate selfishness and shallowness in their prayers asking for happiness and success, personal benefits and comfort, solutions to fix all the little problems of life; they pray for the body, neglecting the needs of their eternal, never-dying souls, praying for food, house, husband, wife, children, car, job, promotion and money. These things, though part of life, are very low on Paul’s priority list. Our Lord Jesus Christ taught us not to take thought on these things but to pray and pursue things relating to the Kingdom of God and His righteousness.

What do you pray for? When you pray for yourself, your loved ones and the people in your world, what are your felt, deep and expressed desires? What do you desire for your Church? Do you have the right priority and proper value? What’s your value system? This prayer of the Apostle calls us to a necessary transformation in our desires and prayer requests. We must be wise to belittle what is ultimately of little value and concentrate our prayers and pursuits on what is precious and eternally priceless.
1.
THE UNFOLDING PURPOSE OF FULFILLING HIS PLEASURE
2 Thessalonians 1:11; Ephesians 3:14-21; Philippians 1:9-11; 2:12-16; Colossians 1:9-13; Acts 13:22; Isaiah 44:28; Ezekiel 33:11-16; Hebrews 12:10-14; Revelation 4:11.

“Wherefore also we pray always for you, that our God would count you worthy of this calling, and fulfil all the good pleasure of His goodness”. Paul knew that the Thessalonian Christians could only do and fulfil God’s pleasure through the enabling power of God. Prayer is our great resource for necessary transformation in order to please the Lord in all things. To be worthy of God’s high and holy calling, to live a life that is well-pleasing unto God and to see the people of God ready and prepared for our Lord’s return, we must pray and intercede faithfully.

Paul the Apostle preached faithfully and also prayed constantly for the Churches he had ministered to. He revealed the high standards of the gospel and constantly sought the face of God to help and strengthen the believers to fulfil His will. He knew that the most dedicated of believers could not fully obey God except through divine enablement and that God would not empower His people to obey except we pray and stand on His promises. So he prayed always for them. We must pray for ourselves and for other believers so that God will grant us sufficient help and power to obey His word, fulfil His pleasure and stand complete in all His revealed and perfect will.
2.
THE UNFAILING POWER OF FAITH IN HIS PROMISES
2 Thessalonians 1:11; 1 Thessalonians 1:3; 2:13; Galatians 2:20; 5:6; Ephesians 6:16; Hebrews 6:12; 1 John 5:4,5; Hebrews 10:35-39; 11:6,17-19,24-27,33-40.

“Wherefore also we pray for you, that our God would count you worthy of this calling, and fulfil the work of faith with power”. The prayer of Paul and his companions requested that God would fulfil the work of faith in the lives of all the members of the Church. In 1 Thessalonians 1:3 the Apostle had already commended their “work of faith” and in 2 Thessalonians 1:3 he rejoiced that their “faith groweth exceedingly”. Now in his prayer for them he requested that God in His mighty, unlimited power would fulfil or accomplish all possible work of faith. The interceding Apostle desired for them faith, that works, the works of God; faith that walks in righteousness, walking in the light, in the truth, in all the revelation of God’s will; faith that stands firm and faithfully in the evil day; faith that resists and withstands the enemy of our souls; faith that overcomes the world, the flesh and the devil; faith that keeps believers pure and clean in a corrupt and crooked world; faith that inherits the great and precious promises by which we become partakers of the divine nature; faith that prays and receives undeniable answers to prayer; faith that goes forth in His name to preach and lead sinners to conversion in Christ; faith that does exploits for God’s glory and the expansion of His Kingdom; faith that lives and labours as Christ did; faith that sees heaven from the earth and endures till the end. Paul prayed with the assurance of faith knowing that God “is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the POWER that worketh in us”.

3.
THE UNFORGETTABLE PRAISE AND FAITHFULNESS OF HIS PEOPLE
2 Thessalonians 1:12; Isaiah 43:7,21; 60:21; 
Haggai 1:7,8; Matthew 5:13-16; John 15:8-10; 1 Corinthians 6:19,20; 10:31-33; 1 Peter 2:9- 12; 4:14-16.

“That the name of our Lord Jesus Christ may be glorified in you”. The reason for our creation, the purpose of our redemption, the goal of our existence on earth and the reason for our citizenship in God’s Kingdom is to glorify the name of God and of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. From the very beginning, God our Creator, made us for Himself so that we can honour, reverence and glorify Him. Our worship, obedience, and life in general were to be for His glory. His commandments and statutes were given to the nation of Israel so that they would live for only His glory. That nation failed and did not fulfil the purpose of their calling. God then sent His only begotten Son to save sinners and raise up a righteous people of His love to honour, serve and glorify Him. The Church is to do His will, obey His word, submit to His sovereignty, glorify His name, live only for His glory, worship His majesty, protect and preserve His honour and selflessly bring others to give Him honour and glory as King of kings and Lord of lords. “But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should show forth the praises of Him who hath called you out of darkness into His marvellous light” (1 Peter 2:9). The preaching and prayer of the Apostle, the ministry and message of the ministers, the service and the sacrifice of God’s servants, the teaching and the training of Christian teachers, the labour and the love of Christian leaders is all “that the name of our Lord Jesus Christ may be glorified” in the Church, by the Church and through the Church. “Let your light so shine before men that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven” (Matthew 5:16). Let your light so shine, let your life be so righteous, let your character be so godly, let your love be so Christ-like, let your service be so beneficial, let your heart be so pure and your conscience so clean, let your motive and intention be so transparent, let your conversation be so genuine, that men and angels will glorify God and praise the name of Christ on your behalf.
 * * * * * * * 

Congregational Song: 
THY BLESSED WILL DIVINE
1.
I want my life to be all filled with praise to Thee,


My precious Lord divine who died for me,


Let all my will be Thine, controlled by love divine,


Live out in me Thy life, O mighty Saviour.



Thy blessed will divine, with joy I make it mine



My heart shall be Thy throne, and Thine alone,



Choose Thou the path I tread and whither I am led,



Help me to follow on, O mighty Saviour.
2.
A pilgrim born anew, a stranger going through,


Not of this world am I, since I am Thine.


Weaned from its passing show, transformed Thy love to know,


Hold Thou my hand in Thine, O mighty Saviour.

3.
When evil foes assail and almost would prevail,


In that dark hour be Thou my strength and shield.


Lend then Thy strong embrace, uphold me by Thy grace,


In weakness be my strength, O mighty Saviour.

4.
Yea, choose the path for me, although I may not see


The reason Thou dost will to lead me so.


I know the toilsome way will lead to realms of day.

      Where I shall dwell with Thee, O mighty Saviour.
