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LIVING RIGHTEOUSLY DURING PERSECUTION
2 Thessalonians 1:4-6

Paul was proud of the Church of the Thessalonians. It was a significant Church - a Church he was thankful to God for. The Church was a good example for others to follow. Paul spoke about this Church in other “churches of God” (Verse 4). What made the Church a model for other Churches? “The work of faith, labour of love and patience of hope” in the Lord; they were “followers of the Lord” and of the Apostles; they had the “joy of the Holy Ghost” during persecution. They were consistent “examples to all that believe”. “The word of the Lord” was proclaimed throughout their region. It was evident to all around them that they had “turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God”.

Their conversion was genuine and they had “received the word of God not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God”. Though they were tempted and tried severely, they remained steadfast in their faith, love and hope. Their deep love for God and practical love for one another revealed how they had been “taught of God”. There was no doubt in the redemptive reality of their experience in Christ, because the Apostle testified concerning them: “ye are all the children of light”. The Apostle then was always thankful to God on their behalf because of the increase and growth of their Christian virtues despite the growing persecution and affliction. The virtues of faith, love, hope, peace, righteousness, patience, knowledge, temperance, godliness, brotherly kindness were consistently growing while hostility and persecution became more intense in their community.
1.
PATIENCE AND FAITH’S REASSURANCE DURING PERSECUTION
2 Thessalonians 1:4; 1 Thessalonians 2:13,14,19,20; Romans 5:3-5; 12:12-21; 1 Thessalonians 3:2-8; Hebrews 10:34-39; James 5:7-11; 1 Peter 1:5-9; 

Acts 14:21-23.

“So that we ourselves glory in you in the churches of God”. The spiritual growth and progress of the Church of the Thessalonians caused Paul and his companions in ministry so much joy. They desired all other Churches to be like this model Church. So they spoke about the Church everywhere lifting up the Church as an example to follow. The Church had remained steadfast and full of faith despite the persecutions they were enduring. It was a Church that was commended and recommended to other Churches. They were not commended for anything physical or temporal but for their perseverance and steadfast faith in the Lord. Persecution could not destroy their faith; theirs was a genuine faith, faith that produced conversion and real transformation of life. From the time of their conversion, they lived by faith, walked by faith, stood steadfast in the faith, endured all things by faith and remained faithfully obedient to the word of God.

“For your patience and faith in all your persecutions and tribulations that ye endure”. The word, “patience”, used here, means steadfastness or perseverance. The word, “tribulations” here signifies troubles, trials, afflictions, pains inflicted by their persecutors. In all kinds of persecution, trial, affliction or deprivation, these believers kept on trusting God and living for His glory. Some other Churches were not so steadfast and persevering but this Church was different. Others caused Paul pain and travail but this Church made him joyful and fulfilled. For some other Churches he said, “I travail in birth again until Christ be formed in you” but for this Church he was very thankful to God.

2.
PUNISHMENT AND FRIGHTENING RECOMPENSE FOR PERSECUTORS
2 Thessalonians 1:5a,6; Philippians 1:28-30; Romans 2:4-11; Deuteronomy 32:41-43; Psalm 94:20-23; 2 Thessalonians 1:7-9; Acts 17:30,31; 1 Peter 4:14-18; Revelation 11:17,18.

The righteous do suffer persecution only on the earth for a short time. Their persecutors will suffer the punishment of a righteous God for an indefinite, unending time, forever and ever. “The righteous judgment of God” is “the wrath of God revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men”; it is His “indignation and wrath, tribulation and anguish upon every soul of man that doeth evil”; it is the unbearable “terror of the Lord”, “in flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ”. The suffering of the persecutors of the righteous will continue forever and ever, long after the persecuted have forgotten the pain of their persecution.

“It is a righteous thing with God to recompense tribulation to them that trouble you”. The punishment of persecutors in this world and in eternity is proof of God’s displeasure against those who persecute the righteous. Those who have given the righteous tribulation on earth will receive tribulation in eternity. There will be a future, inescapable judgment for all persecutors of the righteous. It is just and proper that the wicked be punished.

A righteous God cannot leave the wicked and the enemies of righteousness unpunished. God has promised to punish all unrighteousness and all haters of the righteous will definitely be punished in eternity. If it be right and proper to punish wickedness here on earth, it is definitely right, proper, expected and threatened to punish sin, wickedness and impurity in the future world. God cannot and will not treat the righteous and the wicked alike. The Judge of all the earth will “do right”. He will reward the righteous but will punish the unrighteous.

3.
PROMISES AND FUTURE REWARDS FOR THE PERSECUTED
2 Thessalonians 1:5b; Mark 9:47; Luke 9:62; 21:34-36; Acts 14:22; 1 Corinthians 6:9,10; 2 Thessalonians 1:10,11; 2 Timothy 2:10-13; Revelation 3:4.

“That ye may be counted worthy of the Kingdom of God”. “Ye” here refers to those who are born again, since anyone who is not born again cannot enter into the Kingdom of God (John 3:3-8). These “ye” who will be counted worthy of the Kingdom of God have repented of all their sins and have been washed and cleansed from all sin (1 Corinthians 6:9-11). To be worthy of the Kingdom of God they would have to be truly converted and totally set free from the works of the flesh (Galatians 5:19-21). Saved and made righteous by grace through faith, they also “continue in the faith” through the enabling grace of God, enduring persecution and remaining steadfast in the Lord to the end (Acts 14:22). He who is a child of God and a partaker of the divine nature is made worthy of the eternal Kingdom of God. God has power to make us meet and keep us worthy of His eternal Kingdom.

       * * * * * * * 

Congregational Song: 
STAND UP, STAND UP  FOR JESUS
1.
  Stand up! stand up for Jesus!


  Ye soldiers of the cross;


  Lift high His royal banner,


  It must not suffer loss:


  From vict’ry unto vict’ry 


  His army shall He lead,


  Till every foe is vanquished


  And Christ is Lord indeed.

2.
  Stand up! stand up for Jesus!


  The trumpet call obey;


  Forth to the mighty conflict,


  In this His glorious day:


  Ye that are men now serve Him


  Against unnumbered foes;


  Let courage rise with danger,


  And strength to strength oppose.

3.
  Stand up! stand up for Jesus!


  Stand in His strength alone;


  The arm of flesh will fail you,


  Ye dare not trust your own:


  Put on the gospel armour,


  And watching unto prayer;


  Where duty calls, or danger,


  Be never wanting there.

4.
  Stand up! stand up for Jesus!


  The strife will not be long;


  This day the noise of battle,


  The next the victor’s song:


  To him that overcometh,


  A crown of life shall be;


  He with the King of glory

Shall reign eternally.
