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Message Two 

 In the Father’s House—Living in God the Father 

and Knowing God as the God of the House of God 

Scripture Reading: John 14:2, 20; 1 Thes. 1:1; 2 Thes. 1:1; Gen 35:1, 6-7, 9-12 

I. The church, the Father’s house, is in God the Father—John 14:2, 20; 

1 Thes. 1:1; 2 Thes. 1:1: 

A. For the church to be in God the Father, God must become the Father to us, and 

we need to have a life relationship with Him—John 20:17: 

1. In the New Testament, especially in the Gospel of John, the Father denotes the 

source of life—5:26. 

2. The title God refers to creation; the title Father refers to the impartation of life 

and indicates a relationship of life—20:17: 

a. The Father, the source of life, is for the propagation and multiplication of 

life—1 John 3:1. 

b. God is no longer merely our Creator; He is also our Father, our Begetter, 

for He has begotten us with His life—John 1:12-13. 

c. We call God our Father because we have been born of Him, and now, as 

His children, we have a life relationship with Him—Rom. 8:15-16. 

3. Through His life-releasing death and life-imparting resurrection, the Lord has 

made us, His believers, one with Him; thus, His Father is now our Father—John 

20:17. 

4. By His death and resurrection, the Lord Jesus has brought us into Himself; 

since He is in the Father, we are in the Father by being in Him—14:20. 

B. For the church to be in God the Father means that the church is in the One who is 

the unique source, Originator, and Initiator—1 Cor. 8:6: 

1. This implies that the church is in God’s purpose, plan, selection, and 

predestination—Eph. 1:5, 9, 11; 3:11. 

2. To know God as the Father is to know that everything originates from Him and 

that everything proceeds from Him—Matt. 15:13; Rom. 11:36. 

3. In the church life the Father should be the unique source, and we all should be 

in His unique purpose and plan—2 Tim. 1:9; Rom. 8:28. 

C. In the church life, we need to have the loving, receiving, and forgiving heart of our 

Father God—Luke 15:11-32. 

II. In the church as the Father’s house we know God as the God of the house of God, 

the God of Bethel—Gen. 35:1, 6-7, 9-12: 

A. In Genesis 35 there is a crucial and radical turn from the individual experience of 

God to the corporate experience of God—the experience of God as the God of 

Bethel—Eph. 3:17-21; 4:4-6: 

1. In Genesis 35:7 we have a new divine title—El-bethel, God of the house of 

God. 

2. Before this chapter God was the God of individuals; here He is no longer just 

the God of individuals but is El-bethel, the God of a corporate body, the God 

of the house of God. 
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B. Bethel signifies the corporate life, which is the Body of Christ; thus, in calling God 

the God of Bethel, Jacob advanced from the individual experience to the 

corporate experience—1 Cor. 12:12: 

1. The altar Jacob built at Shechem was called El-elohe-Israel, by the name of 

God as related to an individual—Gen. 33:17-20. 

2. The altar Jacob built at Bethel was called El-bethel, the name of God as related 

to a corporate body—35:6-7. 

3. The altar at Shechem is an individual altar, but the altar at Bethel is a 

corporate altar—the altar for the house of God. 

C. The all-sufficient God is revealed for the building of Bethel; only at Bethel is it 

possible for us to realize the all-sufficiency of our God—v. 11a: 

1. The purpose of God’s revealing Himself as the all-sufficient One is for His 

building; the all-sufficient God is for God’s building. 

2. We cannot experience the all-sufficient God in an individualistic way; in order 

to experience the all-sufficient God, we must be in Bethel, in the church life. 

3. God’s all-sufficiency requires the Body; we need the house, the building, in 

order to experience this aspect of Him—Phil. 1:19. 


