
GENERAL SUBJECT: 
LIVING IN THE CHURCH AS THE HOUSE OF GOD 

 

Message One 

Knowing God as the Located God 
and as the God of the House of God 

Scripture Reading: Gen. 35:7; Psa. 26:8; 27:4; 34:8a; 36:8-9; 50:2 

I. God desires to be one with His chosen people—1 Cor. 6:17: 

A. God’s main purpose is to make Himself one with man and to make man one with Him. 
B. The central line of God’s economy is to make God and man, man and God, one entity, 

with the two having one living by one life with one nature—Rev. 22:17. 
C. In His incarnation Christ brought God into man, and in His resurrection He brought man 

into God; by this He accomplished the mingling of God and man into one—Rom. 8:3; 1:3-
4; 1 Cor. 12:12. 

D. Eventually, the oneness between God and His chosen people will be completed, and they 
will be consummated to be fully one with God to become the constituents of the holy city, 
the New Jerusalem—Rev. 21:10. 

II. God is universal and omnipresent, yet He is a located God; God is located in His house, 
His dwelling place—Psa. 23:6; 27:4: 

A. Christ is God’s location; Christ is the tabernacle of God and the temple of God—Col. 2:9; 
John 1:14; 2:21. 

B. Christ has been enlarged, and the enlarged Christ is the church as God’s enlarged temple, 
His dwelling place—1 Cor. 3:16; Eph. 2:21-22; 1 Tim. 3:15. 

C. The New Jerusalem will be God’s redeemed people as the tabernacle to God for Him to 
enjoy them and the redeeming God as the temple to God’s redeemed people for them to 
enjoy Him—Rev. 21:2-3, 22. 

D. God is located in three persons—in Christ, in the church as a corporate person, and in the 
New Jerusalem as a corporate person—and in these three persons we can enjoy the located 
God. 

E. The enjoyment of Christ leads us to the enjoyment of God in the house of God—Psa. 26:8; 
27:4; 34:8a; 36:8-9; 50:2. 

III. “Let us rise up and go up to Bethel, that I may make an altar there…He built an altar 
there and called the place El-bethel”—Gen. 35:3a, 7a: 

A. In Genesis 35 there is a crucial and radical turn from the individual experience of God to 
the corporate experience of God—the experience of God as the God of Bethel, the God of 
the house of God—Eph. 3:17-21; 4:4-6: 
1. In Genesis 35:7 we have a new divine title—El-bethel, God of the house of God. 
2. Before this chapter God was the God of individuals; here He is no longer only the God 

of individuals but is El-bethel, the God of a corporate body, the God of the house of 
God. 



B. Bethel signifies the corporate life, which is the Body of Christ; thus, in calling God the 
God of Bethel, Jacob advanced from the individual experience to the corporate 
experience—1 Cor. 12:12: 
1. The altar Jacob built at Shechem was called El-elohe-Israel, by the name of God as 

related to an individual—Gen 33:17-20. 
2. The altar Jacob built at Bethel was called El-bethel, the name of God as related to a 

corporate body—35:6-7. 
3. The altar at Shechem is an individual altar, but the altar at Bethel is a corporate altar—

the altar for the house of God—Gen. 35:6-7. 
C. The all-sufficient God is revealed for the building of Bethel; only at Bethel is it possible 

for us to realize the all-sufficiency of our God—v. 11a: 
1. The purpose of God’s revealing Himself as the all-sufficient One is for His building; 

the all-sufficient God is for God’s building. 
2. We cannot experience the all-sufficient God in an individualistic way; in order to 

experience the all-sufficient God, we must be in Bethel, in the church life. 
3. God’s all-sufficiency requires the Body; we need the house, the building, in order to 

experience this aspect of Him—Phil. 1:19. 
D. The Father, the Son, the Spirit, and the church are four-in-one—Eph. 4:4-6: 

1. Ultimately, the church is a group of people who are in union with the Triune God and 
mingled with the Triune God—3:16-21: 
a. The Father is embodied in the Son, the Son is realized as the Spirit, and They are 

all in us; God and man are united, mingled, and incorporated—John 14:9-11, 16-
20. 

b. The Father, the Son, and the Spirit are one and abide in us; therefore, we are four-
in-one, a divine and human constitution—vv. 2-3, 20. 

2. Because the Father, the Son, and the Spirit are all one with the Body of Christ, we may 
say that the Triune God is now the “four-in-one God”; these four are the Father, the 
Son, the Spirit, and the Body—Eph. 4:4-6. 


