
Message Six 

God’s Intention in Giving Man Dominion 
(2) 

Scripture Reading: Gen. 1:26-28; Matt. 6:9-10, 13; 1 Cor. 15:47; Eph. 2:15; Rev. 11:15 

I. God’s intention in giving man dominion is to recover the earth—Gen. 
1:28: 

A. God created man with the intention of recovering the earth for Himself—v. 26: 
1. Man was created by God to have dominion over the earth, to subdue it, to 

conquer it, and thereby recover the earth for God—vv. 26, 28. 
2. God wants to regain the earth; the earth has become a crucial place, a 

place that Satan wants to hold and a place that God wants to regain. 
B. The Lord’s name must be sanctified on earth and become excellent in all the 

earth—Matt. 6:9; Psa. 8:1, 8. 

II. God’s intention in giving man dominion is to exercise God’s authority 
over the earth in order that the kingdom of God may come to the earth, 
the will of God may be done on earth, and the glory of God may be 
manifested on earth—Matt. 6:10, 13b: 

A. We need to exercise God’s authority so that the kingdom of God may come to 
the earth—Matt. 6:10: 
1. The genuine church is the kingdom of God in this age—Matt. 16:18-19; 

18:17-18; 13:44-46; Rom. 14:17; 1 Cor. 4:20; Eph. 2:19; Col. 4:11; Rev. 1:4-6. 
2. The church brings in the kingdom; the work of the church is to bring in the 

kingdom of God—Matt. 6:10; 12:22-29; Rev. 11:15; 12:10. 
B. We need to exercise God’s authority so that the will of God may be done on 

earth—Matt. 6:10: 
1. God is a God of purpose, having a will of His own pleasure, and He created 

all things for His will that He might accomplish and fulfill His purpose—
Rev. 4:11; Eph. 3:9-11; Col. 1:9. 

2. The kingdom is absolutely a matter of God’s will and completely fulfills 
God’s will; in fact, the kingdom is God’s will—Matt. 6:10. 

3. We need to pray for the Father’s will to be done on earth as in the heavens; 
this is to bring the kingdom of the heavens to the earth—6:10. 

C. We need to exercise God’s authority so that the glory of God may be 
manifested on the earth—v. 13: 
1. God is a God of glory; glory is the expression of God, God expressed—Acts 

7:2; Eph. 1:17; 3:14, 16, 21; Rev. 21:10-11. 
2. The kingdom of God is the realm in which God exercises His power so that 

He can manifest His glory—Matt. 6:10, 13. 

III. God’s intention that man would express God in His image and represent 
God with His authority is fulfilled in Christ as the second man and in the 
new man, comprising Christ Himself as the head and the church as His 
Body—1 Cor. 15:47; Eph. 2:15; 1:22-23; 1 Cor. 12:12; Col. 3:10-11: 

A. Christ is not only the last Adam but also the second man—1 Cor. 15:45, 47. 



B. The church is the one new man, which is corporate and universal, created of 
two people, the Jews and the Gentiles, and composed of all the believers, who, 
though they are many, are the one new man in the universe—Eph. 2:15: 
1. God’s creation of man in Genesis 1 is a picture of the new man in God’s 

new creation; this means that the old creation is a figure, a type, of the new 
creation—Eph. 2:15; 4:24: 
a. Eventually, the church as the one new man is the corporate man in 

God’s intention, and this new man will fulfill the twofold purpose of 
expressing God and dealing with God’s enemy. 

b. As the church, the corporate man in God’s eternal purpose, we express 
God and we represent Him to subdue the earth and to conquer His 
enemy—Col. 3:10. 

2. God’s intention that there would be a corporate man to express God in His 
image and represent God with His dominion will be fully fulfilled in the 
overcoming believers, who live Christ for His corporate expression and will 
have authority over the nations and reign as co-kings with Christ in the 
millennium—Phil. 1:19-26; Rev. 2:26-27; 20:4, 6. 

3. God’s intention will ultimately be fulfilled in the New Jerusalem, which 
will express God’s image, having His glory and bearing His appearance 
and also exercise God’s divine authority to maintain God’s dominion over 
the entire universe for eternity—Rev. 4:2; 21:11, 18, 24; 22:5. 


