
Message Five 

God’s Intention in Giving Man Dominion 
(1) 

Scripture Reading: Gen. 1:26-28; Matt. 6:9-10, 13; 1 Cor. 15:47; Eph. 2:15; Rev. 11:15 

I. God created a corporate man not only to express Himself but also to 
represent Him by having dominion over all things—Gen. 1:26, 28: 

A. The revelation of the Bible is that the Triune God created man in His image 
and with His dominion to express Him and represent Him—v. 26. 

B. God in His Divine Trinity created a singular man in His own image, and He 
committed to this man dominion over all the earth; the more we experience 
and enjoy the Triune God, the more we will grow in the reality of the divine 
image and the divine dominion—vv. 27-28; 2 Cor. 13:14; Eph. 3:14-17.  

II. God’s intention in giving man dominion is to subdue God’s enemy, Satan, 
who rebelled against God—Gen. 1:26, 28: 

A. The creeping things that creep on the earth typify Satan, the serpent, and his 
angels, as well as the demons, who follow Satan—v. 26; 3:1, 14; Rev. 12:4, 7, 9; 
Matt. 25:41; cf. Luke 10:19. 

B. Subdue in Genesis 1:28 implies that a war is raging on earth between God and 
His enemy, Satan; whoever gains the earth will have the victory. 

C. God has a problem, and this problem is Satan, the archangel who rebelled 
against God and became His enemy in the universe and especially on the 
earth—Isa. 14:12-14; Ezek. 28:12-18: 
1. According to Genesis 3:1, Satan as God’s enemy hid himself in the serpent, 

one of the creeping things on the earth. 
2. In order to subdue His enemy and thus solve His problem, God gave man 

authority to rule over all things created by God—1:26. 
3. Man especially must rule over the earth and even subdue the earth 

because the earth has been usurped by God’s rebellious enemy—v. 28. 
4. God needs man to exercise His authority over all the creeping things, and 

God needs man to subdue and conquer the rebellious earth so that God 
may recover the earth for His kingdom—Matt. 6:9-10. 

D. God wants to use man to deal with His enemy, and He created man for this 
purpose; God wants His creature man to deal with His fallen creature Satan—
Gen. 1:28. 

E. “If man has not restored the earth from the hand of Satan, He has not yet 
achieved God’s purpose in creating Him…dealing with Satan is for the benefit 
of God…dealing with Satan satisfies God’s need” (The Glorious Church, p. 11). 


