
Message Three 

God Creating Man in His Image for His Expression 

Scripture Reading: Gen. 1:26-27; Col. 1:15; 2 Cor. 3:18; Rom. 8:29 

I. God created man in His own image, according to His likeness—Gen. 1:26a: 

A. God’s image, referring to God’s inner being, is the expression of the inward 
essence of God’s attributes, the most prominent of which are love (1 John 4:8), 
light (1:5), holiness (Rev. 4:8), and righteousness (Jer. 23:6). 

B. God’s likeness, referring to God’s form (Phil. 2:6), is the expression of the 
essence and nature of God’s person. 

C. God’s image and God’s likeness should not be considered as two separate 
things—Gen. 1:26a: 
1. Man’s inward virtues, created in man’s spirit, are copies of God’s attributes 

and are the means for man to express God’s attributes. 
2. Man’s outward form, created as man’s body, is a copy of God’s form. 

D. God created man to be a duplication of Himself so that man may have the 
capacity to contain God and express Him: 
1. All other living things were created “according to their kind” (vv. 11-12, 21, 

24-25, but man was created according to God’s kind (cf. Acts 17:28-29a). 
2. Since God and man are of the same kind, it is possible for man to be joined 

to God and to live together with Him in an organic union—John 15:5; Rom. 
6:5; 11:17-24; 1 Cor. 6:17. 

II. God’s purpose in the creation of man in His image and according to His 
likeness was that man would receive Him as life and express Him in all 
His attributes—Gen. 1:26-27; 2:9: 

A. God created man in His image and according to His likeness because His 
intention is to come into man and to be one with man—Eph. 3:17a. 

B. God created man in His own image so that through His economy man may 
receive His life and nature and thereby become His expression—1 Tim. 1:4; 
John 3:16; 2 Pet. 1:4; 2 Cor. 3:18. 

C. God created man in such a way that man has the capacity to contain God’s 
love, light, righteousness, and holiness—1 John 1:5; 4:8; Eph. 4:24; 5:2, 8-9. 

D. Because we were created according to God’s kind, our human virtues have the 
capacity to contain the divine attributes—2 Cor. 10:1; 11:10. 

III. In the Bible there is a mysterious thought concerning the relationship 
between God and man—Gen. 1:26; Ezek. 1:26; 1 John 3:2b; Rev. 4:3a; 
21:11b: 

A. God’s desire is to become the same as man is and to make man the same as He 
is—1 John 3:2b. 

B. God’s intention is to work Himself in Christ into us, making Himself the same 
as we are and making us the same as He is—Eph. 3:17a. 

C. God’s economy is to make Himself man and to make us, His created beings, 
God, so that He is God “man-ized” and we are man “God-ized”—John 1:14; 
Rom. 1:3-4. 


