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Cherie is a union-side labour lawyer and continues to enjoy practice within the partnership at 
Blair Chahley Klassen Lawyers. In now long past incarnations, Cherie practiced at a small union-
side boutique firm; served as Political Action Coordinator for Alberta Federation of Labour 
(AFL), and as the Executive Director of the Alberta Council for Global Cooperation (ACGC).  She 
spent well over a decade inside unions, including the United Nurses of Alberta (UNA) and the 
Alberta Union of Provincial Employees (AUPE), representing them in negotiations, labour 
disputes, and at arbitration.  More recently, she was the Director, Negotiations at the Alberta 
Medical Association (AMA) and the Director, Labour Relations at the Health Sciences 
Association of Alberta (HSAA). She also has extensive professional conduct representation 
experience, with a past focus on trauma in the workplace.   
 
Cherie is a frequent speaker at various forums and conferences on topics of health and labour 
law. She has published several academic publications and conference papers. In February 2017, 
she was appointed as a Clinical Associate (Academic Colleague) with the Faculty of Nursing at 
the University of Alberta.  Cherie has also served as a member of the Alberta Human Rights 
Commission (Tribunal) and as a Vice-Chair of Alberta's Mental Health Review Panel.   
 
She has volunteered as a Member and President of her community league (2012 to 2015), a 
Member and Chair of the Childcare Taskforce, Public Interest Alberta (2007 to 2014) and as a 
Board Member of Public Interest Alberta (2010 to 2013). Cherie received a BSc. (Pharmacology) 
degree in 1995, MSc. (Pharmacology) degree in 1999, and an LL.B. in 2006, all from the 
University of Alberta.  Cherie was called to the Alberta Bar in 2007.  She graduated from the 
Business Leadership Program for In-House Counsel at the Rotman School of Management, 
University of Toronto, and holds the designation of CIC.C.  She has also qualified for the 
national designation of Q. Arbitrator. Until returning to private practice, Cherie was a board 
member of the In-House Counsel section of the Canadian Bar Association (Alberta North).  
Currently, she volunteers as a member of the national wellness committee of the Canadian Bar 
Association, advancing mental health awareness, reducing stigma, and promoting resilience in 
lawyering. 


