
25+ Places To Speak In Your City  
(using Atlanta, GA as an example):

Disclaimer: Not all of the groups will allow you give your “talk” unless you have the influence 
necessary to warrant that opportunity. You will be responsible in raising your level of influence to 
get yourself the invitation to speak.  My point in sharing this list with you is to highlight the vast 
array of speaking opportunities in your city.   
 
(Captain Obvious says if you life in a tiny city, then you will have limited options)

This is focused on events that ask you to speak without compensation (unpaid).  I spoke 23 
times in 2014 and all of the events were unpaid. I learned how to obtain speaking gigs at events 
where I gave as much value as possible, causing the audience to personally connect with me 
1-1after my speech to discuss how we could work together. 

Sites Used to find speaking opportunities:
1. google.com (I know crazy, right?)
2. meetup.com
3. lanyrd.com
4. 10times.com
5. allconferences.com
6. bizjournals.com

Use these search tools to find networking groups, associations, and conferences near you.  
Each city has similar events so you are going to need to do the search yourself if you want to 
find your audience.

What you need to understand prior to this research:
Your Ideal Client - yes, that one person that gets the highest value from your offer.  If you can 
identify the one person, you can zero in on the types of groups, associations, and conferences 
that they attend.  You can go beyond the “one person” but I would suggest you start with the 
highest priority first and slowly add more as you begin to get traction.
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In doing this research for you, I found many 
great speaking opportunities that are a fit for 

me.  I share this with you because I have 
spoken dozens of times in my own city and  

I am still discovering new audiences.

http://google.com
http://meetup.com
http://lanyrd.com
http://10times.com
http://allconferences.com
http://bizjournals.com


Your Ideal Event - Do you want to teach something? Do you want to inspire? Do you want to 
introduce a new innovation?  How many people attend the events? Knowing the type of event 
you want to address will help you filter out events that are not right for you.

If you want experience in speaking, these are the 3 types of events to attend:

Peer Events - The room will primarily be full of your peers. They do what you do.  But 
this is a great place to share your approach.

Learning Events - Events people gather at to learn.  If you are into social media, you 
can talk to business owners about using the newest tool or strategy in social media.

Ideal Client Events - OK, this is the sweet spot.  You are looking of the events where 
the room is full of prospects. It is best when the room is so specific that you have it 
absolutely full of the clients that get the highest value from your offer.

Searching is as simple as combining any of the below plus anything that is specific to your 
business:

• Search by counties  (in the Atlanta Metro Area there are many counties like Fulton, Dekalb, 
Gwinnett, Cobb, Forsyth, Henry, etc)

• Search by cities (in the Atlanta Metro Area there are hundreds of smaller cities that you can 
search)

• Search by technologies (what tech tools do your ideal clients use?  CRMs, graphics, web, 
etc)

• Search by topic (e.g. social media, small business marketing, WordPress, etc.)
• Search by audience (e.g. executive, women, small business, etc.)

Here are just some of the groups, associations and conferences (major cities will have hundreds 
of similar events):

Large Conferences :

Atlanta Conferences on Lanyrd.com

Atlanta Conferences on 10times.com

Atlanta Conferences on allconferences.com

Search a city near you at lanyrd.com, 10times.com, and allconferences.com

Chamber of Commerces:
Cobb Chamber of Commerce: http://www.cobbchamber.org/
South Fulton Chamber of Commerce: http://southfultonchamber.com/
Greater North Fulton Chamber of Commerce: http://www.gnfcc.com/
Metro Atlanta Chamber of Commerce: http://www.metroatlantachamber.com/
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http://www.apple.com
http://10times.com/atlanta-us/conferences
http://allconferences.com
http://lanyrd.com/conferences/
http://10times.com
http://allconferences.com
http://www.gnfcc.com/


Decatur Chamber of Commerce: http://www.dekalbchamber.org/

Rotary Clubs
Rotary Club of Atlanta: http://www.atlantarotary.org/
Rotary Club of Buckhead: https://www.buckheadrotary.com/
Rotary Club of Sandy Springs: http://www.sandyspringsrotary.org/

Other special Interests
Atlanta Web Design Group: programmers, designers, digital marketing experts
http://www.awdg.org/

Freelance Forum: Freelance creatives http://freelanceforum.org/

Vinings Business Association: http://www.viningsbusiness.com/

Lilburn Business Association: https://lba47.wildapricot.org/

Project Management Institute - Atlanta Chapter: http://www.pmiatlanta.org/

Society of Marketing Professional Services: http://smpsatl.org/

Sandy Spring Business Connect - http://www.meetup.com/SandySprings-Connect/

Atlanta Startup Village http://www.meetup.com/Atlanta-Startup-Village/

Atlanta Business Connection: http://www.meetup.com/Atlantabusinessconnection/

Downtown Atlanta Young Professionals: 
http://www.meetup.com/Downtown-Atlanta-Young-Professionals/

Small Business Marketing Workshops: 
http://www.meetup.com/EVOZ-SBO-Workshops/

Black Professionals Under 30 Atlanta: 
 http://www.meetup.com/BLACKPROFESSIONALS-UNDER30/

Network Under 40 http://networkunder40.com/about-atlanta-under-40/

Digital Summit http://digitalsummit.com/

Women Events: (Not just for women - can’t hurt to check it out)

Atlanta Women Entrepreneurs  http://www.awe-ga.com/ 

All About Business, A consortium of Entrepreneurial Women 
http://www.meetup.com/allaboutbusiness/

Spiritually Conscious Business Women Networking
http://www.meetup.com/Spiritual-Conscious-Business-Women-Networking/
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Women’s Prosperity Network - Atlanta Area
http://www.meetup.com/WomensProsperityNetwork-AtlantaArea/

MEET UP Insights:

• Most organizers prefer members vs. outsiders. Join the group so that you are considered a 
member. 

• Attend events first and begin to get to know the people in the group. This is highly 
encouraged if it is really important to you.  Organizers want to know you first. 

• Get testimonials from organizers if you want to travel to another city to share your insights 
with other groups. Those organizers might know the organizers of your local group (or they 
can look up that person)

About Me (Gene Hammett)
I help business owners find their market, lead their market and own their market.   

I've been a leader for 20+ years. I started and ran multiple million dollar 
companies. I succeeded, failed and succeeded again. What I've learned in the 
process, I can pass along to you so you can have the business you really want.  

On my podcast, Leaders in the Trenches, I've interviewed leaders like NY best 
selling authors, speakers and business leaders. I am honored to have shared the 
stage with legend, Jack Canfield. 

@genehammett   Leaders in the Trenches
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http://leadersinthetrenches.com/littpodcast/
https://twitter.com/genehammett
http://leadersinthetrenches.com/

