Ministry Leaders: A suggested email is provided for each session for you to customize if you desire and share with your families. You can also access a social media share square for each session on the Additional Resources page at gospelproject.com.

The Gospel Project At Home content is available in Ministry Grid for you to share with your families.

Easter Bonus Session 1
[image: ]Jesus' Triumphal Entry (Matthew 21; Mark 11; Luke 19; John 12)

Dear families,
The triumphal entry presents two contrasting images: the people’s celebration as Christ entered Jerusalem and Jesus’ heartbroken lamentation as He wept over a city full of people He desired to save. Though God’s people seemed overjoyed by the arrival of the Messiah, they did not understand what He would soon endure to pay the price for their sins. 
Thousands had gathered in Jerusalem for Passover, one of the largest festivals of the Jewish calendar. Throughout this special week, Israelites came together for special rituals, feasts, and readings of Scripture. But this year was different; the people had received word of a miracle-performing prophet who could perhaps free them from the rule of the Romans. The Israelites expected the long-awaited Messiah to be a conquering king; they were not anticipating a Suffering Servant—the sacrificial Passover Lamb—who would lay down His life for their sins. 
Yet, the all-knowing Christ was aware of the torment He would endure at the hands of the Pharisees and Roman authorities, and He received the crowds’ praise even though He knew the masses would soon be calling for His execution. He knew the people of Jerusalem would betray Him, yet He wept for their lost state, nonetheless. 
Jesus celebrated Scripture’s promises of “Hosanna”—the salvation of God’s people—and wept for those who would refuse to see God’s love and receive His provision. Thankfully, Christ’s once-and-for-all sacrifice wasn’t just for His followers in the city of Jerusalem at that time; it is for everyone who places true faith in His finished work on the cross. 
Lead your children to see that Jesus created all people and cares deeply for them. Pray for their hearts to receive His truth and that they will celebrate the King who has secured eternal salvation for all who repent and believe in Him!
Check out The Gospel Project At Home for resources designed to help you lead a family worship experience as well as suggestions for morning and evening prayer times and family activities. 

FAMILY TALKING POINTS

STORY POINT
This is the main point to emphasize from today’s Bible story.

· Preschool: People welcomed Jesus as their King.
· Kids: People welcomed Jesus to Jerusalem as their King.


CHRIST CONNECTION
This is the big idea of how this week’s Bible story points to Jesus.

· Babies & Toddlers: When people turn from their sin and trust in Jesus, God forgives them and gives them life with Him forever.
· Younger Preschool: Jesus wanted the people to believe that He is the King and Savior of the world. God wants all people to turn away from their sin and trust in Jesus. Jesus forgives our sins and gives us life with God forever.
· Older Preschool: Jesus wanted the people to believe that He is the King and Savior of the world. God wants all people to turn away from their sin, trust in Jesus, and receive life with God forever.
· Kids: Jesus cried because He wanted the people in Jerusalem to know that He is the Messiah so that they would be saved. God wants all people to turn away from their sin, trust in Jesus, and accept the free gift of salvation and eternal life.

BIG PICTURE QUESTION & ANSWER
This is an important biblical truth that your child will encounter each week of this unit. 

· Younger Preschool: Who is Jesus? Jesus is the Son of God who came to earth to save us.
· Older Preschool: Who is Jesus? Jesus is the Son of God who came to earth to save us.
· Kids: Who is Jesus? Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, who came to earth to save us. 

KEY PASSAGE
This is a Bible verse that relates to what your child will encounter each week of this unit. 

· Babies & Toddlers: God loved the world and gave his only Son to all who believe in him. John 3:16
· Younger Preschool: God loved the world and gave his one and only Son to everyone who believes in him. John 3:16
· Older Preschool: For God loved the world in this way: He gave his one and only Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life. John 3:16
· Kids: For God loved the world in this way: He gave his one and only Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life. John 3:16

** Next week: Jesus Saves Us to Follow Him (Matthew 27–28; Mark 15–16; Luke 23–24; John 19–20)







Easter Bonus Session 2
[image: ]Jesus Saves Us to Follow Him (Matthew 27–28; Mark 15–16; 
Luke 23–24; John 19–20)

Dear families,
The resurrection reveals the astounding nature of God’s mercy and grace: that sinners like us can receive forgiveness through faith in His Son—forgiveness that leads to new life. The torment Jesus endured on the cross was not the end of the story. On the third day after His crucifixion, Jesus rose to make the way for fallen people to be reunited to God by faith. 
In Luke 23:34, Jesus prays some of His last words before His death: “Father, forgive them, because they do not know what they are doing.” Though the scoffers and mockers were in control of their hateful words and actions, they did not know the one and only Son of God was hanging on the cross on their behalf. 
Jesus, who is fully God and fully man, knew the depths of the people’s sins and the lengths He needed to endure to satisfy the wrath of God their sin deserved. Only Jesus has the power to forgive His transgressors, and only Jesus would take to the cross on our behalf for the joy set before Him (Hebrews 12:2). The evil that the people planned against Jesus would be used by God to bring about our eternal good: the salvation of all who would believe in Him by faith. 
This gift of salvation is for anyone who repents of their sin and turns toward Christ in faith. Lead the kids in your care to see that there is not a single person in this story, or in all the Scriptures, or anywhere in the world who is too far lost to receive God’s grace. Lead them to understand the lengths Christ was willing to endure so that they might be saved. May we continually find ourselves in awe of the gracious forgiveness God extends to His followers through faith in His Son.
Check out The Gospel Project At Home for resources designed to help you lead a family worship experience as well as suggestions for morning and evening prayer times and family activities. 

FAMILY TALKING POINTS

STORY POINT
This is the main point to emphasize from today’s Bible story.

· Preschool: Jesus rose from the dead and is alive.
· Kids: Jesus died on the cross and rose again to defeat sin and death..



CHRIST CONNECTION
This is the big idea of how this week’s Bible story points to Jesus.

· Babies & Toddlers: Jesus died and came back to life to save people from sin. When we trust in Jesus, we become part of His family forever.
· Younger Preschool: Jesus died on the cross to rescue sinners. Jesus rose from the dead and is alive! When we trust in Jesus, we become part of His family and follow Him.
· Older Preschool: Jesus came to earth to rescue sinners by dying on the cross. Jesus rose from the dead and is alive! Everyone who repents and trusts in Jesus is His follower and is welcomed into God’s family forever.
· Kids: While the people were crucifying Jesus, He asked His Father to forgive them. Even though Jesus never sinned, He went to the cross for our sin. Jesus forgives everyone who repents and believes He died and rose again.

BIG PICTURE QUESTION & ANSWER
This is an important biblical truth that your child will encounter each week of this unit. 

· Younger Preschool: Who is Jesus? Jesus is the Son of God who came to earth to save us.
· Older Preschool: Who is Jesus? Jesus is the Son of God who came to earth to save us.
· Kids: Who is Jesus? Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, who came to earth to save us.

KEY PASSAGE
This is a Bible verse that relates to what your child will encounter each week of this unit. 

· Babies & Toddlers: God loved the world and gave his only Son to all who believe in him. John 3:16
· Younger Preschool: God loved the world and gave his one and only Son to everyone who believes in him. John 3:16
· Older Preschool: For God loved the world in this way: He gave his one and only Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life. John 3:16
· Kids: For God loved the world in this way: He gave his one and only Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life. John 3:16
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