Ministry Leaders: A suggested email is provided for each session for you to customize if you desire and share with your families. You can also access a social media share square for each session on the Additional Resources page at gospelproject.com.


The Gospel Project At Home content is available in Ministry Grid for you to share with your families.
Easter Bonus Session 1
Jesus’ Triumphal Entry (Matthew 21; Mark 11; Luke 19; John 12)

[image: image1.jpg]



Dear families,
All four Gospels offer a glimpse into the joy that overtook the crowds of Jerusalem as King Jesus made His way through the city gates. The events that would take place in the city just one week later would starkly contrast to the high-spirited festivities of Jesus’ triumphal entry. In His sovereignty, Christ knew He would face crucifixion at the hands of His own people; yet He willingly approached the cross for our salvation. 
  
What was the significance of the people’s shouts for the King and His coming kingdom? What do we learn about Christ’s heart for the lost?  
  
Crowds poured into Jerusalem to celebrate Passover, and many of them participated in creating a grand entrance for Jesus. They waved palm branches, a symbol of pride for the Jews, and called out for their new King to usher in a new reign for God’s people. They had heard reports of how He raised Lazarus from the dead and were eager to see His next miracle. Yet, they misunderstood the purpose of His entry into the holy city—it was not to overthrow their oppressors but to offer salvation to all who would turn to Him in faith. They sought a mighty conqueror in Jesus, not knowing that the Father would instead send a Suffering Servant to be sacrificed on their behalf. They wanted an earthly king to reign amid their difficult circumstances, not a Messiah who would be publicly humiliated on a cross. Despite what His people desired, God knew what His people needed and sent His Son to save them. 
  
As Jesus approached the city, He wept for it—knowing the fate that would soon befall Him and the great price He would pay to establish peace between God and man. We later see His heart for the lost as He pleaded for the Father to forgive the people’s sins. What God’s people didn’t know then is the story we get to proclaim now: Christ died for sinners! Lead the children in your care to see that Jesus is greater than our earthly rulers and worldly desires. He is the sovereign Savior and Lord who has already paid the price for our greatest need: salvation!
Check out The Gospel Project At Home for resources designed to help you lead a family worship experience as well as suggestions for morning and evening prayer times and family activities. 
FAMILY TALKING POINTS
CHRIST CONNECTION
This is the big idea of how this week’s Bible story points to Jesus.
· Babies & Toddlers: God sent Jesus to be our King. When we believe in Him, He will save us from our sins.
· Younger Preschool: Jesus is our special King and Savior. Trusting in Jesus means loving Him. If we love Him, He will forgive us and give us life with Him forever.
· Older Preschool: The people welcomed Jesus as King, but Jesus knew the people would not welcome Him as their Savior. Trusting in Jesus means welcoming Him as Savior and Lord. If we know and love Him, He will forgive our sin and give us life with Him forever.
· Kids: The people welcomed Jesus as King, but they did not recognize Him as their Savior. Jesus calls all people to trust in Him as Savior and Lord. When we do, we will be saved from sin and death. 
BIG PICTURE QUESTION & ANSWER
This is an important biblical truth that your child will encounter each week of this unit. 
· Younger Preschool: What is repentance? Repentance is turning away from sin and turning to Jesus.
· Older Preschool: What is repentance? Repentance is turning away from sin and turning to Jesus.
· Kids: What is repentance? Repentance is turning away from sin and turning to Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE
This is a Bible verse that relates to what your child will encounter each week of this unit. 
· Babies & Toddlers: If we pray, God will hear and forgive our sins. 2 Chronicles 7:14
· Younger Preschool: If my people pray and turn from sin, I will forgive them. 2 Chronicles 7:14
· Older Preschool: [If] my people pray and turn from their evil ways, then I will forgive their sin. 2 Chronicles 7:14
· Kids: [If] my people, who bear my name, humble themselves, pray and seek my face, and turn from their evil ways, then I will hear from heaven, forgive their sin, and heal their land. 2 Chronicles 7:14
Ministry Leaders: A suggested email is provided for each session for you to customize if you desire and share with your families. You can also access a social media share square for each session on the Additional Resources page at gospelproject.com.


The Gospel Project At Home content is available in Ministry Grid for you to share with your families.
Easter Bonus Session 2

Jesus Saves Us from Our Enemies (Matthew 27-28; Mark 15-16; Luke 23-24; John 19-20)
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Dear families,
Amid the grief of Christ’s death by crucifixion, we find the gospel’s good news for sinners: “Don’t be afraid, because I know you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. He is not here. For he has risen, just as he said” (Matthew 28:5-6). The basis of Christian hope is found within these words as an angel of the Lord reminds us of Jesus' victory over sin and death. Jesus alone has saved us from our enemies: sin and death. 
  
What was the significance of Christ’s cries from the cross to the Father? How should the reality of the resurrection impact our lives as followers of Jesus?  
  
All four Gospels recount the brutality of the crucifixion and how our sinless Savior was mercilessly mocked and killed by sinful men. In previous chapters, we read that Jesus’ sweat was like drops of blood in the garden of Gethsemane, as He knew the treacherous darkness He would face. Yet, Christ's obedience to His Father's will was motivated by the joy He would experience on the other side of the cross. Jesus cried out to the Father, “Why have you abandoned me?” He knew, however, that His sacrificial death was the only way for people to be saved. Jesus bore our sin and shame to set us free from sin and death, allowing those who trust in Him to be born again through the Spirit and welcomed into God's kingdom forever. Every believer has resurrection hope both now and for all eternity. Not only will we spend eternity in the presence of our Savior, but the life we now live, we live by faith in Jesus (Galatians 2:20). 
  
Consider the simplicity of the gospel’s good news: Jesus died for sinners so we could be set free from the tyranny of sin and death with the hope of eternal life. Those who were enemies of God can draw near to Him by faith in the Son who has paid our debts and given us new life. Lead the children in your care to see the power of the resurrection within our everyday lives as believers—no longer slaves to sin but children of God with good news to share!
Check out The Gospel Project At Home for resources designed to help you lead a family worship experience as well as suggestions for morning and evening prayer times and family activities. 
FAMILY TALKING POINTS
CHRIST CONNECTION
This is the big idea of how this week’s Bible story points to Jesus.
· Babies & Toddlers: Jesus died on the cross for our sins, rose from the dead, and is alive! If we believe in Jesus, He saves us from sin, and we will live with Him forever.
· Younger Preschool: Jesus loves us so much that He died for our sins and came back to life. If we believe in Him, we can be forgiven and live with Him forever.  
· Older Preschool: Jesus came to earth to rescue sinners. Jesus died on the cross and rose again so that everyone who trusts in Him has forgiveness and life with God forever.
· Kids: God's plan was always to send Jesus to die for the sins of the world. Jesus died on the cross, was buried, and rose on the third day. All who place their faith in Him will receive forgiveness of sins and eternal life.
BIG PICTURE QUESTION & ANSWER
This is an important biblical truth that your child will encounter each week of this unit. 
· Younger Preschool: What is repentance? Repentance is turning away from sin and turning to Jesus.
· Older Preschool: What is repentance? Repentance is turning away from sin and turning to Jesus.
· Kids: What is repentance? Repentance is turning away from sin and turning to Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE
This is a Bible verse that relates to what your child will encounter each week of this unit. 
· Babies & Toddlers: If we pray, God will hear and forgive our sins. 2 Chronicles 7:14
· Younger Preschool: If my people pray and turn from sin, I will forgive them. 2 Chronicles 7:14
· Older Preschool: [If] my people pray and turn from their evil ways, then I will forgive their sin. 2 Chronicles 7:14
· Kids: [If] my people, who bear my name, humble themselves, pray and seek my face, and turn from their evil ways, then I will hear from heaven, forgive their sin, and heal their land. 2 Chronicles 7:14
