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Even in adversity, God’s people seek the welfare of 
others (Acts 27:9-12).
9 Since much time had passed, and the voyage was now dangerous 
because even the Fast was already over, Paul advised them, 10 saying, 
“Sirs, I perceive that the voyage will be with injury and much loss, not 
only of the cargo and the ship, but also of our lives.” 11 But the centurion 
paid more attention to the pilot and to the owner of the ship than to 
what Paul said. 12 And because the harbor was not suitable to spend the 
winter in, the majority decided to put out to sea from there, on the chance 
that somehow they could reach Phoenix, a harbor of Crete, facing both 
southwest and northwest, and spend the winter there.

Even in adversity, God’s people offer hope to 
others (Acts 27:21-26).
21 Since they had been without food for a long time, Paul stood up among 
them and said, “Men, you should have listened to me and not have set sail 
from Crete and incurred this injury and loss. 22 Yet now I urge you to take 
heart, for there will be no loss of life among you, but only of the ship. 23 For 
this very night there stood before me an angel of the God to whom I belong 
and whom I worship, 24 and he said, ‘Do not be afraid, Paul; you must stand 
before Caesar. And behold, God has granted you all those who sail with 
you.’ 25 So take heart, men, for I have faith in God that it will be exactly as I 
have been told. 26 But we must run aground on some island.”

Even in adversity, God’s people serve others 
(Acts 28:7-10).
7 Now in the neighborhood of that place were lands belonging to the chief 
man of the island, named Publius, who received us and entertained us 
hospitably for three days. 8 It happened that the father of Publius lay sick 
with fever and dysentery. And Paul visited him and prayed, and putting 
his hands on him, healed him. 9 And when this had taken place, the rest 
of the people on the island who had diseases also came and were cured. 
10 They also honored us greatly, and when we were about to sail, they put 
on board whatever we needed.


