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God’s people stand faithfully on His promises 
(Acts 24:10-15).
10 And when the governor had nodded to him to speak, Paul replied: “Knowing that for 
many years you have been a judge over this nation, I cheerfully make my defense. 11 You 
can verify that it is not more than twelve days since I went up to worship in Jerusalem, 
12 and they did not find me disputing with anyone or stirring up a crowd, either in the 
temple or in the synagogues or in the city. 13 Neither can they prove to you what they now 
bring up against me. 14 But this I confess to you, that according to the Way, which they call 
a sect, I worship the God of our fathers, believing everything laid down by the Law and 
written in the Prophets, 15 having a hope in God, which these men themselves accept, that 
there will be a resurrection of both the just and the unjust.

God’s people wait patiently on His timing 
(Acts 25:22-27).
22 Then Agrippa said to Festus, “I would like to hear the man myself.” “Tomorrow,” said 
he, “you will hear him.” 23 So on the next day Agrippa and Bernice came with great pomp, 
and they entered the audience hall with the military tribunes and the prominent men of 
the city. Then, at the command of Festus, Paul was brought in. 24 And Festus said, “King 
Agrippa and all who are present with us, you see this man about whom the whole Jewish 
people petitioned me, both in Jerusalem and here, shouting that he ought not to live 
any longer. 25 But I found that he had done nothing deserving death. And as he himself 
appealed to the emperor, I decided to go ahead and send him. 26 But I have nothing definite 
to write to my lord about him. Therefore I have brought him before you all, and especially 
before you, King Agrippa, so that, after we have examined him, I may have something 
to write. 27 For it seems to me unreasonable, in sending a prisoner, not to indicate the 
charges against him.”

God’s people rest assuredly in His sovereignty 
(Acts 26:24-32).
24 And as he was saying these things in his defense, Festus said with a loud voice, “Paul, 
you are out of your mind; your great learning is driving you out of your mind.” 25 But 
Paul said, “I am not out of my mind, most excellent Festus, but I am speaking true and 
rational words. 26 For the king knows about these things, and to him I speak boldly. For I 
am persuaded that none of these things has escaped his notice, for this has not been done 
in a corner. 27 King Agrippa, do you believe the prophets? I know that you believe.” 28 And 
Agrippa said to Paul, “In a short time would you persuade me to be a Christian?” 29 And 
Paul said, “Whether short or long, I would to God that not only you but also all who hear 
me this day might become such as I am—except for these chains.” 30 Then the king rose, 
and the governor and Bernice and those who were sitting with them. 31 And when they 
had withdrawn, they said to one another, “This man is doing nothing to deserve death or 
imprisonment.” 32 And Agrippa said to Festus, “This man could have been set free if he 
had not appealed to Caesar.”


