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+ THE CHURCH EXISTS TO PROCLAIM THE NAME OF CHRIST
(MATTHEW 16:13-16; 2 CORINTHIANS 5:20).

13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his
disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” ** And they said,
“Some say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah or

one of the prophets.” ** He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?”

16 Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”

20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal
through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.

THE CHURCH EXISTS TO BUILD UP THE BODY OF CHRIST
(MATTHEW 16:17-20; EPHESIANS 4:11-12).

17 And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh
and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven.

18 And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church,
and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. ** I will give you the

keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth shall

be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in
heaven.” 2° Then he strictly charged the disciples to tell no one that he was
the Christ.

* And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds
and teachers, 2 to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up
the body of Christ.

THE CHURCH EXISTS TO GROW IN THE FAITH OF CHRIST
(EPHESIANS 4:13-16).

13 until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the
Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the
fullness of Christ, * so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and
fro by the waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by human
cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes. ** Rather, speaking the truth
in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into
Christ, ¢ from whom the whole body, joined and held together by every
joint with which it is equipped, when each part is working properly, makes
the body grow so that it builds itself up in love.
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