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Reconciliation is born out of love (Philemon 8-14).
8 For this reason, although I have great boldness in Christ to command you 
to do what is right, 9 I appeal to you, instead, on the basis of love. I, Paul, 
as an elderly man and now also as a prisoner of Christ Jesus, 10 appeal 
to you for my son, Onesimus. I became his father while I was in chains. 
11 Once he was useless to you, but now he is useful both to you and to me. 
12 I am sending him back to you — I am sending my very own heart. 13 I 
wanted to keep him with me, so that in my imprisonment for the gospel he 
might serve me in your place. 14 But I didn’t want to do anything without 
your consent, so that your good deed might not be out of obligation, but of 
your own free will.

Reconciliation is achieved through Christ 
(Philemon 15-17; 2 Corinthians 5:18-19).
15 For perhaps this is why he was separated from you for a brief time, so 
that you might get him back permanently, 16 no longer as a slave, but more 
than a slave — as a dearly loved brother. He is especially so to me, but how 
much more to you, both in the flesh and in the Lord. 17 So if you consider 
me a partner, welcome him as you would me. 
………. 
18 Everything is from God, who has reconciled us to himself through Christ 
and has given us the ministry of reconciliation. 19 That is, in Christ, God 
was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against 
them, and he has committed the message of reconciliation to us.

Reconciliation is realized by God’s grace 
(Philemon 18-22).
18 And if he has wronged you in any way, or owes you anything, charge 
that to my account. 19 I, Paul, write this with my own hand: I will repay it — 
not to mention to you that you owe me even your very self. 20 Yes, brother, 
may I benefit from you in the Lord; refresh my heart in Christ. 21 Since I 
am confident of your obedience, I am writing to you, knowing that you will 
do even more than I say. 22 Meanwhile, also prepare a guest room for me, 
since I hope that through your prayers I will be restored to you.


