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Point 1: �Jesus denounces hypocritical 
religion (Matt. 23:1-7).

1 Then Jesus spoke to the crowds and to his disciples: 2 “The scribes and 
the Pharisees are seated in the chair of Moses. 3 Therefore do whatever 
they tell you, and observe it. But don’t do what they do, because they don’t 
practice what they teach. 4 They tie up heavy loads that are hard to carry 
and put them on people’s shoulders, but they themselves aren’t willing to 
lift a finger to move them. 5 They do everything to be seen by others: They 
enlarge their phylacteries and lengthen their tassels. 6 They love the place 
of honor at banquets, the front seats in the synagogues, 7 greetings in the 
marketplaces, and to be called ‘Rabbi’ by people.” 

Point 2: �Jesus denounces misleading 
religion (Matt. 23:13,15).

13 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! You shut the door of 
the kingdom of heaven in people’s faces. For you don’t go in, and you 
don’t allow those entering to go in. 15 Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites! You travel over land and sea to make one convert, and when 
he becomes one, you make him twice as much a child of hell as you are!” 

Point 3: �Jesus denounces superficial 
religion (Matt. 23:23-28).

23 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! You pay a tenth of 
mint, dill, and cumin, and yet you have neglected the more important 
matters of the law—justice, mercy, and faithfulness. These things should 
have been done without neglecting the others. 24 Blind guides! You strain 
out a gnat, but gulp down a camel! 25 Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites! You clean the outside of the cup and dish, but inside they are 
full of greed and self-indulgence. 26 Blind Pharisee! First clean the inside 
of the cup, so that the outside of it may also become clean. 27 Woe to you, 
scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! You are like whitewashed tombs, which 
appear beautiful on the outside, but inside are full of the bones of the dead 
and every kind of impurity. 28 In the same way, on the outside you seem 
righteous to people, but inside you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness.” 


