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Unit 19: Preparing for Ministry 
What did Jesus do to save us? Jesus lived a sinless life, died on the cross, and 
rose from the dead. 

Theme Idea: Birthday Party Planning: Jesus finally arrived and began preparing 
for His time of ministry on earth. Tie this to an idea many kids are familiar with, 
preparing for a birthday party! Decorate for this theme using steamers, balloons, 
a birthday banner, and a sweet treat to share with the kids.

• Session 1: Today the party planners are scouting locations for the party, but 
they pick an unexpected one. They point out that the location is perfect, 
but will catch everyone off guard. Connect this to Jesus’ entrance to the 
world surprising people, but going exactly as God planned. 

• Session 2: The planners are making the guest list today. Lots of people 
will want to celebrate this special occasion! Tie this to Simeon and Anna 
celebrating Jesus’ arrival at the temple. 

• Session 3: The planners have settled on a date to host the party, but it’s 
not the person’s actual birthdate. Explain that the party is a celebration of 
that person’s birth, much like baptism is a symbol and reminder of a choice 
made to follow God.  

• Session 4: The special party treats have started arriving, and they are 
proving hard to resist. Connect this to Jesus’ temptation in the wilderness. 

• Session 5: It’s time to send out the invitations to the party. Discuss how 
an invitation to a party requires a response. Tie this to Jesus calling His 
disciples and how these men were given the opportunity to either follow 
Jesus or decline His invitation. 

• Session 6: Today’s the party! When we attend a birthday party, we get 
to have fun even though it’s not our birthday. Jesus offers us complete 
forgiveness, made possible through His perfect sacrifice. 
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Unit 20: Encounters with Jesus 
How do we know God loves us? We can know that God loves us because He gave 
us Jesus to forgive the sins of the world. 

Theme Idea: News Show: In this unit, we begin to see Jesus’ encounters with 
people. For this theme, connect these encounters to different segments in a news 
show. Decorate for this unit by giving your news show a name, using a table as a 
news desk, and hanging a backdrop.

• Session 1: Today’s segment is a special interview with someone who has 
been given an amazing gift. The interviewer does not seem to understand 
the concept of a gift though, because he keeps asking the interviewee what 
she did to deserve such a gift. The interviewer can ask questions about the 
wrapping, the gift itself, how the interviewee felt, but should keep coming 
back to the question of: what have you done to deserve such a gift?! 
Connect this to how Nicodemus did not understand that he needed new 
life—eternal life—but could not do anything to deserve it.  

• Session 2: Every news show needs a weather report, and that’s today’s 
focus. The weather person alerts the viewers to prepare for wet weather. 
Rain will be coming down all day, but that’s good because the area has been 
in a drought. The ground will soak the water right up. Connect this to Jesus 
teaching about living water. Remind the kids that even when the earth is 
dry and desperately needs rain, physical water can’t compare to the living 
water that Jesus offers us. 

• Session 3: Today we wrap up with a culture segment. The producer has 
invited a musician to perform on the show, but once he’s on camera, all 
he does is play cymbals, poorly. After his “performance,” the newscaster 
interviews the musician and finds out that he doesn’t actually have any 
training, practice, or even experience playing the cymbals. Connect this to 
how when we use our spiritual gifts, but don’t have love, it sounds like a 
clanging cymbal or a loud gong. 
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Unit 21: Early Responses to Jesus 
How can we be saved? We are only saved through faith in Jesus. 

Theme Idea: Summer Camp: Camp is a great opportunity to step out of our 
comfort zone, try new experiences, and respond to novel situations. In this unit, 
we see how different people had different responses to Jesus and His ministry. 
Decorate for this unit using a camp sign, perhaps named after your ministry, a 
fake campfire, greenery and trees, and benches.

• Session 1: This is the first staff meeting before a new summer begins. The 
staff, many of whom have been there for decades, are introduced to the 
new camp director. As soon as he is introduced, the staff begins expressing 
their disbelief because this camp director actually attended camp here 
when he was a kid. Surely the staff isn’t going to have to take orders from 
him?! Connect this to how Jesus was rejected in His hometown. 

• Session 2: It’s a hectic first day of camp and the campers are beginning to 
arrive. The kitchen forgot to order marshmallows for s’mores, all the boys’ 
luggage ended up in girls’ cabins, and two campers took a canoe out but 
forgot the oars! The camp director handles all of the last-minute issues 
with ease and proves to the staff that he is cut out for this job after all. 
Connect this to how Jesus’ miracles proved that He is the Messiah. 

• Session 3: A group of kids and their counselor go fishing. They come back 
unsuccessful, but the counselor says it reminds her of a story about Jesus. 
She then shares today’s Bible story. 

• Session 4: Everyone is gathered around the campfire on the last night of 
camp. The camp director tells stories about what camp was like when he 
was a kid. He talks about his counselors and camp director and how they 
impacted him. Connect this to how the Bible gives us examples of faithful 
people who have come before us. 
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