
VOLUME 6 SUGGESTED THEMES

Unit 16: In Exile
Where is God? God is in all places at all times and is always with His people.

Theme Idea: Safari: In this unit, we see that God’s people are still in exile. 
However, even though they are in an unknown land, God is still with them. Use 
this unit to take the kids on a safari to help them understand that even when 
they don’t know where they are or where to go, God will not leave them. Decorate 
for this theme using house plants, potted trees, fake vines, and stuffed animals.

• Session 1: The safari group has chosen not to follow the guide’s instructions 
and is clearly lost. The guide will offer encouragement and a chance to get 
back on the correct path. Connect this to God’s people not following His 
commands, but Jeremiah offering them hope. 

• Session 2: Before the safari, the guide sent out a list of food and supplies to 
pack for the trip. One person decided not to follow these instructions and 
he brought all of his favorite junk food. Now his energy is draining. Tie this 
to how Daniel and his friends were faithful to God’s commands, even when 
it was difficult. 

• Session 3: The group comes across a sign that warns them not to take a 
certain path, but they ignore the sign and their guide’s promptings. They 
soon realize they have gone out of their way and hit a dead-end. Connect 
this to how King Belshazzar did not heed God’s warnings. 

• Session 4: It is the end of the safari and the group has realized that even 
through their wrong turns and mistakes, their guide never left them. Tie 
this to how God is always with us and will always take care of us. 

Volume 6 Suggested Themes  •  Kids  •  © 2022 Lifeway  OK to Print



Unit 17: The People Return
Can God be trusted? Yes, God cannot lie or ever be wrong, so we can trust 
whatever He has said.

Theme Idea: Construction Zone: In honor of God’s people returning to the land 
He promised and the subsequent rebuilding that will follow, this unit’s theme 
is an active construction zone. Decorate for this theme using traffic cones, 
barricade tape, and construction zone signs.

• Session 1: Before any construction project, the proper supplies must be 
acquired. Run through a list of common construction supplies and then 
connect this to King Cyrus telling the Babylonians to give God’s people 
materials and gifts for the rebuilding of God’s temple. 

• Session 2: In today’s session, show the kids a set of blueprints. Explain 
that this is what builders use to plan a future building. Connect this to the 
message of hope that Zechariah gave to God’s people. 

• Session 3: During today’s session, the construction progress will run into 
an obstacle and the workers will get discouraged. Tie this to how there were 
people who tried to interrupt the building of the temple, but God told His 
people to continue building.  

• Session 4: The building has been completed! Pretend to have a grand 
opening celebration and connect it to the joy and hope found in God’s plans 
and that because of that, we can celebrate. 
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Unit 18: The People Prepare
How should we feel when we sin? When we sin, we should feel sorry that we have 
disobeyed God and want to turn from our sin because we love Him.

Theme Idea: Escape Room: Escape rooms are full of puzzles to complete, 
instructions to read, and choices to make. This unit is all about choices, and we’ll 
use the theme of an escape room to give examples of some of these choices. 
Decorate for this theme using a variety of different puzzles, clues, and a pretend 
door.

• Session 1: To start off, have one player who is clearly trying to lead her 
team astray with a wrong puzzle or incorrect clue. Connect this to Haman’s 
evil plan to get rid of the Jews. 

• Session 2: Today’s puzzle will be to build a wall of some sort. Have one 
team member clearly lead the others. Tie this to how Nehemiah led God’s 
people to rebuild the walls around Jerusalem. 

• Session 3: During this session, the escape room will require the players to 
read instructions aloud for the next puzzle. Connect this to the reading of 
God’s law in today’s Bible story. 

• Session 4: Escape rooms typically have a gamemaster who is watching 
from another room. This person can choose to give clues at any point. In 
today’s session, the gamemaster will offer the players a clue, even though 
the players haven’t been solving the puzzles correctly. Tie this to how 
God continued to be faithful and present with His people, even when they 
weren’t faithful to Him. 

• Session 5: It’s the end of the time in the escape room and the players 
haven’t finished the puzzles. But the gamemaster still lets them out of the 
room and congratulates them on their success, even though they don’t 
deserve it. Connect this to how Jesus took on the punishment we deserve 
for our sin. 
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