
VOLUME 5 SUGGESTED THEMES

Unit 13: The People Disobey
What is idolatry? Idolatry is a sin of the heart in which we love and value 
something else above God.

Theme Idea: Road Trip: In this unit, we watch the Israelites continually take 
“wrong turns” away from the path God intended them to follow. Decorate for this 
unit using road signs, maps, and maybe even a cardboard cutout of a car.

• Session 1: Two people are planning a trip and one suggests taking a dubious 
shortcut. They take the shortcut and it does not go well. Connect this to 
Jeroboam suggesting that the Israelites worship golden calves because it 
was more convenient than traveling to the temple in Jerusalem to worship 
God.

• Session 2: The travelers come to a fork in the road. The GPS is saying to 
go one way, but the map says to go the opposite direction. Connect this to 
Elijah telling the Israelites to decide between God and Baal.

• Session 3: Two people are in a car; one is driving and the other is in the 
passenger’s seat. It is time for the other person to take his turn driving, but 
he is a new driver and is nervous. Finally, he works up the courage to get 
into the driver’s seat. Connect this to Elijah going up to heaven and Elisha 
continuing his work as a prophet.

• Session 4: The road trippers stop at a gas station to refuel. One person 
goes in to buy snacks while the other fills up the car with gas. The person 
with the snacks comes out with only one small bag of pretzels. There’s no 
way that will feed both travelers! Connect this to the miracles that Elisha 
performed.

• Session 5: The car starts to sputter and die. After some discussion, the 
car owner admits to putting vegetable oil in the car rather than motor oil. 
Connect this to how idols are a cheap knock-off of God, and God alone is 
worthy of our worship.
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Unit 14: Warnings to the People
What is repentance? Repentance is turning away from sin and turning to Jesus.

Theme Idea: Weather Report: This unit focuses on the warnings that God sent 
through prophets to His people to turn away from idolatry and turn back to 
God. Meteorologists give us a type of warning, or suggestion, based on what 
the weather is expected to do. Decorate for this unit using umbrellas, giant 
sunglasses, some fake snowmen or snowballs, and maybe a weather forecast on 
the wall.

• Session 1: In this session, the meteorologist is giving the forecast for a 
warm, sunny day. In the middle of the forecast, play thunder and lightning 
sounds. Connect this drastic change in weather to the change Joash 
experienced. At the beginning of his life, Joash wanted to obey God, but 
then Joash turned away from God.

• Session 2: The weather forecast for today is a big snowstorm. The 
meteorologist will spend time telling people to prepare and giving them tips 
on what to do to get ready. Connect this to Isaiah’s vision of what would 
happen to the city of Jerusalem and his instructions to the people.

• Session 3: Today, we’ll be seeing a rainstorm. The meteorologist will have 
her umbrella and raincoat out and tell viewers to be prepared. But, the 
conditions afterward will produce an incredible rainbow. Connect this to 
Zephaniah’s warning of “the Day of the Lord” but also the hope Zephaniah 
offered for restoration.

• Session 4: In our final session, our meteorologist will be reporting from 
the field. She will give the weather report from a campground, with some 
camping supplies set up around her. Connect this to John the Baptist being 
a voice in the wilderness and carrying a special message for God’s people.

Volume 5 Suggested Themes  •  Kids  •  © 2022 Lifeway  OK to Print

VOLUME 5 SUGGESTED THEMES



Unit 15: Into Captivity
What makes people special? People are special because we are made in God’s 
image, as male and female, to know Him.

Theme Idea: Zoo: Walking through a zoo is a great way to see God’s creativity 
on display. But as unique as He made different animals, His greatest show of 
creation is humanity. In this unit, we are focusing on the many ways that God 
made people special. Decorate for this theme using stuffed animals and house 
plants and trees.

• Session 1: It’s cleaning day for the animals, and the zookeeper is making 
the rounds. He’s checked every animal off his list except for the pigs. He’s 
dreading cleaning out their area because pigs are so messy. Connect this to 
Jonah being called to carry a message to Nineveh but not wanting to go.

• Session 2: Today the zookeeper is showing off the elephants. Emphasize 
that elephants are strong and powerful. Connect this to Nahum telling the 
people of Nineveh that God is powerful.

• Session 3: The zookeeper is training a junior zookeeper and it’s not going 
great. The zookeeper has given specific instructions on how to enter the 
bird area so that the birds don’t escape, but the junior zookeeper doesn’t 
listen and the birds fly out and have to be caught. Connect this to Zedekiah 
not listening to Jeremiah’s warning.

• Session 4: The zookeeper will spend today giving fun and unique facts 
about some of the animals at the zoo. Emphasize that God made each 
animal unique and special and that they each play a part in the ecosystem. 
Connect this to the truth that every person matters and God created us and 
cares for us.
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