
VOLUME 3 SUGGESTED THEMES

Unit 7: Back to the Land
What is the Bible? The Bible is God’s Word that tells us what is true about God 
and ourselves.

Theme Idea: Hiking trail: A hiking guide speaks from a trailhead/base camp 
about his or her experiences as a guide, demonstrates basic survival skills, and 
displays common tools and maps for taking a successful hike.

• Session 1: A hiking trail guide gathers a group of hikers who are preparing 
to go on an overnight hike into the mountains. The hikers are nervous, but 
the guide helps them prepare and encourages them. Tie this to the way God 
encouraged Joshua before the Israelites journeyed into the promised land.

• Session 2: A hiking trail guide gives an account of leading a group of hikers 
into the mountains when a pop-up thunderstorm and heavy rain washed 
out their path. They had to choose between waiting for the water to recede 
or build a bridge. Tie this to the obstacle of the Jordan River that the 
Israelites encountered.

• Session 3: A hiking trail guide takes a more general look back at the 
best tips for hikers and the best personal experiences. Talk about the 
importance of having a guide in unfamiliar places. Then discuss how life is 
like a path. God guides us to Himself through His Word.
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Unit 8: Into the Land
What is a miracle? A miracle is something God does that usually cannot be done 
so that we can know He is all-powerful.

Theme Idea: Investigative news: A reporter (or team of reporters) is on the 
lookout for possible explanations of strange or unusual events in a community. 
They want to understand the truth and tell others about it. God’s miracles show 
people the truth about who God is.

• Session 1: A reporter investigates after receiving reports that a wall at a 
construction site mysteriously collapsed. Security cameras did not catch 
evidence of anyone physically damaging the wall. Tie this to the miraculous 
collapse of Jericho’s walls.

• Session 2: A reporter investigates after receiving reports that several 
community members saw a strange object moving through the sky. Tie this 
to the miracle of the sun and moon appearing to stand still.

• Session 3: A reporter challenges the kids (or a budding reporter) to be the 
best reporters by asking questions, sharing what they learn, and other 
advice. Tie this to Joshua’s challenge to the Israelites.

• Session 4: A reporter takes a more general look back at the unusual events 
in the community and ties them into the unusual events in the Bible. When 
God performed miracles, He revealed Himself to people. Talk about what 
God’s miracles show about who He is.
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Unit 9: A Pattern of Disobedience
What is the fair payment for sin? The fair payment for sin is death.

Theme Idea: Gardener: A gardener’s care meets the changing stages and needs 
of the plants—from watering and fertilizing to pruning. God is just and holy, 
not allowing His people’s sin to go unchecked. He is also loving and gracious, 
providing forgiveness through repentance.

• Session 1: A gardener comes to the garden to prepare for planting and 
discovers weeds have grown up. The gardener begins the hard work of 
removing the weeds. Tie to the way sin was pervasive among the Israelites.

• Session 2: A gardener plants seeds in the garden and cares for them by 
watering and fertilizing them. Though fertilizer stinks, it’s very beneficial. 
Tie to God’s use of imperfect judges to rescue the Israelites from the 
consequences of their sin.

• Session 3: A gardener welcomes rain that waters the plants. The gardener 
recognizes that all the plants on earth are helped by rain. Tie to God’s 
provision for Ruth and for all people through various graces.

• Session 4: A gardener begins to see the first fruits of his or her labor and 
recognizes that although gardening is a lot of work, a gardener has little 
control over the plant’s actual growth. God makes the plant grow and 
produce fruit. Tie to God’s provision of a son for Hannah.

• Session 5: A gardener tries some tricks of his or her own to get the garden 
to grow even bigger—reading to the plants (increased carbon dioxide), extra 
waterings, etc. But the results are disastrous. The plants do not thrive. Tie 
to the Israelites’ misuse of the ark of God in their attempt to win a battle.

• Session 6: A gardener takes a more general look back at his or her 
gardening experience. Gardeners literally reap what is sown. Tie to the big 
truth of sin deserving death but God providing salvation in Jesus.

Volume 3 Suggested Themes  •  Kids  •  © 2021 Lifeway  OK to Print

VOLUME 3 SUGGESTED THEMES


