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Unit 1  |  Session 1 

GOD CREATED THE WORLD
Genesis 1

In the beginning, nothing existed except 
for God. God created the heavens and the 
earth. The earth had no shape, and darkness 
covered the earth. The Spirit of God was 
there, hovering over the waters. 

God spoke: “Let there be light!” What God 
said happened. God saw that the light was 
good, and He separated the light from the 
darkness. God called the light “day,” and He 
called the darkness “night.” Evening came, 
and then morning came. That was the first 
day.

God spoke again: “Let there be a space 
between the waters to separate them.” 
What God said happened. He made a space 
between the water that was on the earth and 
the water above the earth. God called the 
space “sky.” Evening came, and then morning 
came. That was the second day.

God said, “Let the water under the sky 
be gathered into one place, and let the dry 
land appear.” What God said happened. God 
called the dry land “earth,” and He called the 
gathered water “seas.” God saw that it was 
good. 

Then God said, “Let the earth make plants 
and trees with fruits and seeds.” What 
God said happened. Plants and trees grew 
according to their kinds, and God saw that it 

was good. Evening came, and then morning 
came. That was the third day.

Next, God placed lights in the sky. God 
created the sun to shine during the day 
and the moon and stars to shine at night. 
God gave us lights to shine on the earth, 
to separate day from night, and to help us 
track time in days and years. God saw that it 
was good. Evening came, and then morning 
came. That was the fourth day.

Next, God made creatures that move and 
swim in the water. He made birds to flap 
their wings and soar across the sky. God saw 
that it was good. God told the animals to 
multiply, and they filled the seas and the sky. 
Evening came, and then morning came. That 
was the fifth day.

Then God made more animals—livestock, 
creatures that crawl, and wildlife—to live on 
the earth according to their kinds. When God 
said it, it happened. And God saw that all of 
it was good.

Christ Connection: Jesus is Lord over all of 
creation. The Son has always existed. The Bible says 
everything was created by Him and for Him, and He 
holds everything together. All of creation exists to 
bring God glory.
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WELCOME

 WELCOME TIME
Greet each preteen as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect the offering, fill out 
attendance sheets, build relationships, and help new kids connect to your group. 

• Think about a time you created something. Why did you create it?

• Did your creation turn out like you had planned?

 SESSION STARTER

      OPTION 1: DESCRIBE AND DRAW             

 »supplies: index cards, marker

Before the session, write the names of 
various created things on separate index 
cards. (Examples: clouds, earth, ocean, flower, 
tree, sun, moon, stars, bird, fish, cow, snake, 
giraffe) Prepare one per kid.

Instruct each preteen to find a partner. 
Tell partners to sit back to back. Give 
parter 1 a piece of paper, a marker, and a 
clipboard. Give partner 2 a creation card. 

Explain that partner 2 will describe to 
partner 1 how to draw the creation named 
on the card. She may not say what it is. 
Partner 1 will draw based on partner 2’s 
instructions and try to guess the creation.

When a partner guesses the creation, 
give them a new card and paper so they can 
switch roles and play again.

•  Was it easy or hard to draw something just by 
hearing about it?

      OPTION 2: QUICK CREATIONS

 »supplies: construction blocks or clay, timer

Choose two volunteers to compete in a 
creation contest. Give them construction 
blocks or clay and explain that they will 
have 30 seconds to form something you 
name.

Announce something volunteers can 
create with their supplies (cloud, earth, 
flower, tree, sun, moon, star, bird, fish, cow, 
snake, giraffe, and so on). Start a timer.

After 30 seconds, call for the volunteers 
to stop. Instruct them to display their 
creations for the group. Kids may clap for 
the creation they like better. Play additional 
rounds, choosing two new volunteers to 
form a different creation each time.

•  When God created the world, what do you 
think He used?

•  Could you create something just by speaking?
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LEARN 

T H E  S T O R Y  O F  T H E  G O S P E L

 TELL THE BIBLE STORY
The Bible tells us what is true about God and about ourselves. All of the stories in the Bible fit 
together to tell us the big story of how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus.

Today we are going to hear about how God created the world. Whether this is your first 
time or your tenth time hearing this story, there is always something new to learn in God’s 
Word.

Read from Genesis 1.

• What does this story teach us about God?

 God rules over all He has made. He is King, and He is good. God created everything for 
His glory and our good.

• What did all of God’s creation have in common?

 When God created the world, it was just how He wanted it. God saw that everything He 
made was good.

Form groups of two or three and practice retelling the Bible story in your own words. Think 
of someone you could share the story with this week.

CHRIST CONNECTION
Jesus is Lord over all of creation. The Son has always existed. The Bible says everything was 
created by Him and for Him, and He holds everything together. All of creation exists to bring 
God glory.
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LEARN 

T H E  S T O R Y  O F  T H E  G O S P E L

THE GOSPEL 

G O D ’ S  P L A N  F O R  M E

 MISSIONS MOMENT
Remind preteens that America is another name for the United States. Explain that other 
countries are also part of the world we call “the Americas.” There’s North America, Central 
American, and South America. Point out these regions on a world map. Missionaries live in 
each of these areas of the world, sharing the gospel. 

Pray and God to open the ears of people in the Americas would hear about Him.

 PRAY
Lord, You are our Creator. We look at the world You made and see that You are powerful and 
loving and good. Help us see the beauty You designed all around us and praise You. Amen.

The gospel is the good news, the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, and salvation. 
Use Scripture and the guide provided below to explain how to become a Christian. Make sure 
kids know when and where they can ask questions.

GOD RULES.
Ask: “Who is 
in charge at 

home?” Explain 
that because God 

created everything, 
He is in charge of 
everything. Read 
Revelation 4:11.

WE SINNED.
Ask: “Have you ever 

done something 
wrong?” Tell kids 

that everyone sins, 
or disobeys God. 

Our sin separates us 
from God.  

Read Romans 3:23.

GOD PROVIDED.
 Explain that God 
is holy and must 

punish sin. God sent 
His Son, Jesus, to 

take the punishment 
we deserve.  

Read John 3:16.

JESUS GIVES.
Ask: “What is the 
best gift you’ve 

ever received?” Say 
that Jesus took our 
punishment for sin 
by giving His life, 

and He gives us His 
righteousness. God 

sees us as if we lived 
the perfect life Jesus 

lived. This is the 
best gift ever! Read 
2 Corinthians 5:21.

WE RESPOND. 
Explain that 

everyone has a 
choice to make. 
Ask: “Will you 

trust Jesus as your 
Savior and Lord? 
You can turn from 
self and sin and 

turn to Jesus.” Read 
Romans 10:9-10.



The Gospel Project  |  Preteen Leader Guide  |  Unit 1 • Session 1  | 5

 THINK ABOUT THE STORY

• Where did God come from? Did someone create God?

• What is your favorite part of creation? What does it reveal about the Creator?

 GROUP DISCUSSION
Distribute Bibles. Guide preteens to open their Bibles to Genesis 1. Choose a volunteer to read 
aloud Genesis 1:1. 

Remind preteens that this is the first sentence in the Bible, and it tells us how everything 
came into being. This is the beginning of the whole story of the Bible. The whole Bible is 
about how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus. He started with creation.

Choose another volunteer to read aloud Genesis 1:1 again. Then lead the group to discuss 
the following questions.

1. How do we know there is a God? 
Invite kids to share their thoughts. Lead them to discuss how all of creation points to its Creator. Encourage 
kids to think about God when they see a colorful sunset or the intricate details of a leaf. 
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Romans 1:20.)

2. If you were to create a new world, what would it be like? How would you create 
it? 
Encourage kids to describe an ideal world. Remind them that when God created the world, it was perfect. 
Explain that the world is not perfect now because of sin. But one day Jesus will come and make all things 
new. (Option: Choose a volunteer to read Rev. 21:5.)

3. In what ways are we like God the Creator? How are we different from Him? 
Allow kids to discuss their ideas. Encourage them to think about what they learned about God from the 
Bible story. Point out how God created; He also gives us skills, intelligence, and knowledge to create and 
bring beauty into the world through things like art and music. Remind kids that unlike God, people are 
limited to create with existing things. God is the ultimate Creator, and everything—including people—
depends on Him for life and purpose. (Option: Choose a volunteer to read Ex. 35:31-32.)

BIG PICTURE QUESTION

Why did God create everything? 
God created everything for His glory and our good.

LOVE 

T H E  G O D  O F  T H E  G O S P E L



LIVE 

T H E  M I S S I O N  O F  T H E  G O S P E L

The Gospel Project  |  Preteen Leader Guide  |  Unit 1 • Session 1  | 6

 KEY PASSAGE ACTIVITY
Instruct kids to open their Bibles to Psalm 19:1. Lead them in reading the key passage aloud 
together. Explain that Psalm 19:1 is part of a song in the Bible. This verse says that creation 
shows us what God is like. Invite kids to work on memorizing Psalm 19:1.

Instruct kids to stand in a circle. Choose one kid to begin by saying the first word of the 
key passage. The kid to his left should say the second word, and so on around the circle until 
kids say the entire verse. Repeat as time allows. As kids learn the verse, remove or cover the 
key passage poster.

 PRAY
Invite volunteers to share prayer requests. Then pray, praising God for His wonderful 
creation. Pray that kids would seek to know and love their Creator.

ADDITIONAL ACTIVITY

DAYS OF CREATION GAME
Instruct preteens to stand in a semi-circle and look up. When you say, “Look down,” each 
kid should hold up his fingers to show any number from 1 to 6. You will also hold up 1 to 6 
fingers.

Call on a preteen holding up the same number of fingers as you to name something God 
created on that day. (3 fingers = Day 3) 

Play again, holding up a different number of fingers each time. Accept general or specific 
answers for each day of creation.(Day 1: light; Day 2: sky; Day 3: earth, sea, plants, trees; 
Day 4: sun, moon, stars; Day 5: birds, fish; Day 6: livestock, wildlife)

Emphasize that Jesus is Lord over all of creation. The Son has always existed. The Bible 
says everything was created by Him and for Him, and He holds everything together. Why did 
God create everything? God created everything for His glory and our good.


