
The Gospel Project for Adults, Summer 2021 

Interactive Teaching Tips for Adults, Unit 34, Session 1 

 

 

Introduction: Illustrate how the gospel is a beautiful bridge.  

 

To start group time, show the pictures of these worldwide amazing bridges 

from the following website: 

https://www.popularmechanics.com/technology/infrastructure/g2383/the-

worlds-most-impressive-bridges/ 

 

Ask, “What makes a bridge impressive?” Point out that some are extremely 

long or tall; some are feats of engineering marvel; some are extremely old or 

beautiful. 

 

Read aloud the opening line of the Summary and Goal on page 6: “The 

gospel message serves as a bridge to connect a person’s story to God’s story 

found in Scripture.” Invite volunteers to comment on that statement in light 

of the bridges they’ve observed. 

 

 

Point 1: Emphasize the preparatory nature of John the Baptist’s ministry. 

 

After reading the passage for Point 1, say something like the following: 

“Let’s take a step back: Is there a difference between John’s baptism and 

Christian baptism? What was the meaning and purpose of the baptism of 

John the Baptist?”  

 

Use the following article as a solid source to the answers to those questions: 

https://www.gotquestions.org/baptism-of-John.html 

 

Then point out that John’s baptism was meant to prepare hearts, through 

repentance, to find salvation in the coming Messiah, who was Jesus. Share 

how acknowledgement of sin played a part in your own salvation 

experience. 

 

Put the following into your own words: “Consider how we prepare for a 

natural disaster. What steps have you taken to be ready if a 

tornado/hurricane/earthquake (whichever is common in your area) 

happens?”  

https://www.popularmechanics.com/technology/infrastructure/g2383/the-worlds-most-impressive-bridges/
https://www.popularmechanics.com/technology/infrastructure/g2383/the-worlds-most-impressive-bridges/


 

Use the following website, appropriate to the natural disaster, to point out 

the preparation needed: 

 

• https://www.ready.gov/tornadoes 

• https://www.ready.gov/hurricanes 

• https://www.ready.gov/earthquakes 

 

Explain that certain events in our own lives similarly prepare us for 

salvation. Sometimes it’s coming to terms with our own mortality, our own 

sin, our own hopelessness. Say something like the following: “Just as these 

perennial questions prepare our hearts for salvation, John’s preaching and 

baptism prepared hearts for the salvation of Jesus.” 

 

 

Point 2: Stress the necessity of gospel endurance.   

 

After discussing the passage and commentary for Point 2, say, “You know 

that walking with Jesus requires taking up your cross and following Him. 

However, few of us consider the perseverance required.”  

 

Invite a volunteer or two to share an experience of competing in some sort of 

endurance competition, such as cycling, running, etc. Be prepared to share 

some of the endurance challenges listed in the following website: 

https://www.irishtimes.com/news/science/the-five-toughest-sports-at-the-

olympics-1.2751633 

 

Ask, “What kind of training must we do to be ready to persevere in the 

faith? What kinds of obstacles and situations make walking by faith more 

demanding?” 

 

 

Conclusion: Observe how discipleship is a long-term commitment.  

 

Point out that Paul’s relationship with the Ephesians spanned multiple visits 

over multiple years. Say something like the following: “We don’t often meet 

someone, tell them instantly about Jesus, and hear them come to salvation; 

we must get to know them, develop relationships, and instill trust.”  

 

https://www.ready.gov/tornadoes
https://www.ready.gov/hurricanes
https://www.ready.gov/earthquakes
https://www.irishtimes.com/news/science/the-five-toughest-sports-at-the-olympics-1.2751633
https://www.irishtimes.com/news/science/the-five-toughest-sports-at-the-olympics-1.2751633


Encourage group members to consider their willingness to be a good friend 

to the people in their lives who need the gospel. Share some of the following 

tips for developing a lifelong friendship: 

https://www.huffpost.com/entry/best-friends_n_5966860 

 

 

Teaching Tip of the Week 

 

Spend some time in prayer this week asking the Lord to point you to 

relationships that need to be strengthened in order for you to be used as an 

instrument to point someone to the Lord. Invite Jesus to show you how to 

persevere in those relationships as He prepares the hearts of friends and 

acquaintances. 

 

https://www.huffpost.com/entry/best-friends_n_5966860

