
The Gospel Project for Adults, Summer 2021 

Interactive Teaching Tips for Adults, Unit 36, Session 2 

 

 

Introduction: Define the word “repentance.”  

 

Write “repent” on a board or large piece of paper. Then say something like 

the following: “If you’ve been in church for long, you’ve heard this word. 

But what does it really mean?” 

 

After discussing the word as a group, show the following video where Jon 

Jorgenson explains the Hebrew and Greek meanings in clear terms (5 

minutes, 22 seconds): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=41Lmc-8yyCc 

[The teaching portion of the video ends at around 4:17; the rest of the video 

is an ad.] 

 

Say, “This is today’s focus: repentance. How does this explanation point you 

to a clearer understanding of the word?” 

 

 

Point 1: Provide an overview.  

 

Remind group members that you are on your second of four studies in the 

Book of Revelation. Briefly recount last week’s lesson and hand out copies 

of the following chart: https://www.slideshare.net/bobfox47/c-h-a-r-t-t-h-e-l-

e-t-t-e-r-s-t-o-t-h-e-s-e-v-e-n-c-h-u-r-c-h-e-s-i-n-r-e-v-e-l-a-t-i-o-n-ephesus 

[Note: You may need to copy the chart to a document before printing.] 

 

Put the following into your own words: “The first few chapters of John’s 

revelation include letters to seven churches. We won’t study them all in 

detail, but I thought you might like to see the overview of what’s found in 

the messages to these churches.”  

 

Briefly point to issues that your own church might be commended or 

rebuked for. 
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Point 2: Show the large significance of a short verse.   

 

After reading Revelation 3:19, and before digging into the commentary with 

your group, read some or all of the following article about the verse—

“Reformation Day: Jesus Came Knocking”: 

https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/reformation-day-jesus-came-knocking 

 

Ask, “How does this perspective help us look at the mental image of Jesus 

knocking differently than we may have seen it in photos or paintings? How 

does the love of Jesus meet His strong words to us today?”  

 

Invite group members to consider studying and learning about Reformation 

Day on October 31 this fall. 

 

 

Conclusion: Discourage spiritual apathy.  

 

After reading the “Explain” portion under “My Mission” on page 134 of the 

Leader Guide, say something like the following: “We understand the 

powerless nature of a faith that is apathetic. But what steps should we be 

taking regularly to protect our own hearts and minds from spiritual apathy?” 

 

Read some of the ideas from the following articles aloud: 

 

• https://www.compellingtruth.org/spiritual-apathy.html 

• https://www.relevantmagazine.com/faith/growth/3-ways-to-break-

spiritual-apathy-your-life/ 

 

As a group, consider a few acts of overt compassion and love that you can 

add to your regular life, beginning this week. 

 

 

Teaching Tip of the Week 

 

Read John’s letter in this week’s session as though He wrote it to you: How 

applicable is it to your life? Do your works seem mundane to you and your 

faith lukewarm? Do you realize your own depravity? Are you zealous to 

repent of your sin and walk in the light of love?  

 

Follow through in your own repentance before meeting with your group. 
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