
The Gospel Project for Adults, Spring 2021 

Interactive Teaching Tips for Adults, Unit 33, Session 4 

 

 

Introduction: Contrast Christian hope with worldly hope.  

 

Open group time by talking about the state of our world. Say something like 

this: “It’s not hard to find hopelessness both near and far. Most 

conscientious people, even with no relationship with Jesus, want to spread 

hope, and often they try to do it with compassion and helpfulness.” 

 

Share the following hints for bringing hope: 

https://www.renoforklift.com/7-ways-to-bring-hope-and-spread-kindness-

this-national-month-of-hope/ 

 

Raise the following questions for discussion:  

 

• Do these ideas bring hope to people? Why or why not?  

• Does the hope offered with these actions last? Why or why not? 

 

Explain that today’s passage will outline the characteristics of Christian 

hope and give us the faith to wait hopefully. 

 

 

Point 1: Observing grief in its varieties.  

 

Before digging into the passage for Point 1, put the following into your own 

words: “This first passage is going to examine death and the human response 

to it.” Engage group members in sharing some common responses to grief in 

the face of death. If you’ve ever been around a group of people who respond 

to grief differently because of background or culture, briefly explain their 

response. 

 

You may want to share some of the following grief observances, which vary 

by culture: http://www.griefspeaks.com/id90.html 

 

Say, “Though different families and people show grief differently, we all 

show grieve in the face of death. Let’s examine why and how we should 

respond according to Paul’s letter.”  

 

https://www.renoforklift.com/7-ways-to-bring-hope-and-spread-kindness-this-national-month-of-hope/
https://www.renoforklift.com/7-ways-to-bring-hope-and-spread-kindness-this-national-month-of-hope/
http://www.griefspeaks.com/id90.html


Point 2: Discuss how no one will see it coming.   

 

After reading 1 Thessalonians 5:1-3 and before delving into the content of 

Point 2, say something like this: “Paul explains that ‘the day of the Lord will 

come just like a thief in the night.’ Let’s get in the right mindset with a list 

of some surprise military attacks.” 

 

Be prepared to share some interesting examples from the following website: 

https://militaryhistorynow.com/2016/12/07/didnt-see-it-coming-nine-of-

military-historys-most-amazing-surprise-attacks/ 

 

Then put the following transition into your own words: “Just as these 

military advances surprised their enemies, we are actually warned that even 

we will be surprised by the arrival of Jesus.”  

 

 

Conclusion: Distinguish different aspects of hope.  

 

Ask, “If someone asked you today why you have hope for tomorrow, the 

future, and for eternity, could you explain it to them?” 

 

Using the article at the following link, be prepared to share some of the 

different aspects of hope we can have because of our standing with Christ: 

https://bible.org/article/two-unbearable-words-nature-christian-hope 

 

If feasible, share that article electronically with the class and encourage them 

to write out their own statement of hope, prayerfully choosing to consider 

who needs to hear those words.  

 

 

Teaching Tip of the Week 

 

Read the bible.org article when considering the Conclusion portion of the 

session. Ask yourself, “Which of the two types of hope do I have in my life: 

Christian or worldy? Is it more wishful thinking or certainty about the 

future?” Ask the Lord to reveal to you where you struggle to believe and ask 

Him to give you biblical confidence in Him. 

 

https://militaryhistorynow.com/2016/12/07/didnt-see-it-coming-nine-of-military-historys-most-amazing-surprise-attacks/
https://militaryhistorynow.com/2016/12/07/didnt-see-it-coming-nine-of-military-historys-most-amazing-surprise-attacks/
https://bible.org/article/two-unbearable-words-nature-christian-hope

