
The Gospel Project for Adults, Spring 2021 

Interactive Teaching Tips for Adults, Unit 33, Session 1 

 

 

Introduction: Illustrate using presidential debates.  

 

Say something like the following: “You probably watched some of the 

presidential debates through the years. What do you remember about some 

of the debates?” Group members will likely mention non-political issues that 

shaped their opinion of a particular candidate. 

 

Then put the following into your words: “Looking at the debates from a 

political perspective, though, we see that some of them truly affected not 

only public opinion but the outcome of the election itself.” 

 

Share some of the interesting insights from the following website of how the 

debates helped or hurt the presidents through the years: 

https://www.nbcnews.com/storyline/2016-presidential-debates/10-

presidential-debates-made-impact-n650741 

 

Explain that today’s passage will allow us insight into an important debate 

by the early church and how it affected what they taught to new Christians.  

 

 

Point 1: Pinpoint legalism and take steps away from it.  

 

After discussing Acts 15:1-5 and the commentary for Point 1, turn the 

legalism focus inward: How can we know if we’re pursuing legalism in our 

own belief system? 

 

Be prepared to note some highlights from following article from a pastor 

who describes himself as a “recovering legalist”:  

https://outreachmagazine.com/features/22381-christian-legalism.html 

 

Engage group members in choosing a few of the steps (which are numbered 

at the end of the article) and make it a daily practice for combating legalism 

in their faith.  
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Point 2: Present some illustrations for the doctrine of justification.   

 

After discussing the passage and main ideas for Point 2, say something like 

the following: “Throwing around terms like justification, righteousness, and 

faith can get deeply theological. Let’s consider a few illustrations that may 

make these concepts more memorable.”  

 

Share a few of your favorites from the following website: 

http://www.sermonillustrations.com/a-z/j/justification.htm 

 

Invite group members to share a few illustrations of their own or to comment 

on how gaining a clearer understanding of justification by faith alone has 

affected their lives and specifically their relationship with God. Challenge 

group members to look for instances such as these to help friends and family 

members who are not familiar with theological language to understand the 

truths of Jesus. 

 

 

Conclusion: Distinguish between primary and secondary issues.  

 

Raise the following questions for discussion: “Have you ever found yourself 

in a discussion with other Christians where you needed to define a primary 

tenet of our faith? How do we handle those as opposed to secondary issues 

where Christians can express differences in belief?” 

 

Be prepared to read some of the information from the following articles. Or, 

if possible, share the articles electronically with your group members and 

challenge them to read them and consider their points over the coming week: 

 

• Gavin Ortlund, “When Should Doctrine Divide?”: 

https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/when-should-doctrine-

divide/ 

 

• Tim Bertolet, “Primary or Secondary Importance? Some Cautions”: 

https://www.placefortruth.org/blog/primary-or-secondary-importance-

some-cautions 
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Teaching Tip of the Week 

 

This week sit down and consider the following question: How would I 

explain salvation to someone who did not grow up in church? Do your best 

to write your answer while using no formal theological terms.  

 


