
The Gospel Project for Adults, Spring 2021 

Interactive Teaching Tips for Adults, Unit 32, Session 4 

 

 

Introduction: Cite some inspiring world leaders.  

 

Explain that the key word for today’s focus is “leaders.” Be prepared to 

share a phenomenal leader you’ve had in school, work, or in the community. 

(Avoid a great spiritual leader for now; that will come later.)  

 

Raise the following question: “Who are some world leaders most people 

consider to be inspiring?” Use the list found from the following article to 

suggest some names: https://www.inspiringleadershipnow.com/most-

inspiring-leaders-redefine-leadership/ 

 

Then ask the following questions: “What makes someone a good leader or a 

great leader? Do you consider yourself a leader? Why or why not?” Use 

some of these insights on leadership from group members’ contributions in 

order to lead into the session on godly leadership in the church.  

 

 

Point 1: Connect leadership with firmness in the gospel.  

 

After a volunteer reads 2 Timothy 1:8-12, read aloud the first sentence from 

the DDG on page 85: “What would encourage young Timothy to stand firm 

on the gospel?” Draw group members’ attention to the phrase “stand firm.”  

 

Then ask, “What does this concept mean?” After discussing different images 

of the phrase, invite a few volunteers to share any passages of Scripture that 

remind them how to stand firm in the truth of God’s Word. You may want to 

read some or all of the following verses that contain the words “stand firm:” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/quicksearch/?quicksearch=%22stand+firm%

22&resultspp=50&version=CSB 

 

Use the following article to draw the parallel between standing firm in the 

Lord and the unity of believers: 

https://www.ligonier.org/learn/devotionals/standing-firm-in-the-lord/ 

 

Ask, “How might this inspire us to pray for our own leaders, that they will 

stand firm in the gospel, unashamed of what they may face?” 
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Point 2: Provide a dramatic visual aid.   

 

Before digging deeply into the passage for Point 2, simply read the first two 

words of 2 Timothy 1:13-14: “Hold on.” Ask, “What image comes to mind 

when you hear those words?” You may want to suggest the images of a child 

holding on to a parent crossing the street or a time you rode a roller coaster 

and found yourself holding on for dear life. 

 

Say something like, “Let’s get an intense image in our minds.” Show part of 

the following video of a daycare teacher holding on to a small describing 

how she held on to a four-year-old girl during a tornado (3 minutes, 59 

seconds): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N3kILKo-XA8 

 

Say something like the following: “When Paul tells Timothy to hold on to 

sound teaching, let’s keep this image in mind.” 

 

 

Conclusion: Plan to do some real encouraging.  

 

Say something like this: “We see Paul’s words to Timothy: leading a church 

is demanding, difficult, and draining. What are we doing to encourage our 

pastor(s) on a regular basis so that they know we are united with them in 

Christ and in mission?” 

 

Read aloud the following ideas from the article “10 Simple Ways to 

Encourage Your Pastor,” which can be applied to any leader in your church: 

https://youngadults.lifeway.com/2012/05/10-simple-ways-to-encourage-

your-pastor/ 

 

 

Teaching Tip of the Week 

 

Before your group meets this week, go out of your way to encourage a 

leader in your church. (Or, if you’re feeling extremely generous, encourage 

several leaders.) Share how the Holy Spirit has led you through studying 2 

Timothy 1:1–2:13 to encourage them. Observe how each leader responds in 

case you want to report about their responses to the group.   
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