
The Gospel Project for Adults, Spring 2021 

Interactive Teaching Tips for Adults, Unit 32, Session 2 

 

 

Introduction: Draw an analogy with military strategy.  

 

If you have a history buff in your group, invite him or her to prepare a five-

minute explanation of strategy and tactics of war through the ages. Be sure 

to give a few days’ notice so that he or she can prepare adequately. Allot this 

person time to speak at the beginning of your meeting.  

 

If no one like that belongs to your group, review the following high school-

level explanation of military strategy and tactics throughout the ages and be 

prepared to give a brief overview during group time: 

https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/articles/teaching-content/strategy-and-

tactics-military/ 

 

Then say something like the following: “Just as military strategists have a 

detailed plan to overcome their enemies, the kingdom of God has an 

offensive plan as well. We’ll dig into that plan today with today’s session.” 

 

 

Point 1: Compare the spread of lava to the spread of the gospel.  

 

After reading Acts 13:1-3 and discussing the commentary, show the 

following video of lava spreading after a volcanic eruption (6 minutes, 31 

seconds): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ddzU-rkzKF0 

 

Put the following into your own words: “The lava in this video was 

destructive for the people living in this town. However, you may see some 

similarities here between the lava and the spread of the gospel. What did you 

observe?”  

 

You may want to point out that the lava was slow but powerful, the lava was 

sometimes re-routed but never stopped, and the lava would remain very hot 

for a long period after it appeared to be cool. 

 

As a group, consider how you have seen the gospel spread in your home, 

family, or community. 
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Point 3: Trace the phrase.   

 

After discussing Acts 13:9-12 and the commentary from Point 3, point to the 

phrase, “filled with the Holy Spirit” found in verse 9. Then say something 

like the following: “The miracle that Paul was able to perform didn’t come 

from his own mind or power but from the Holy Spirit within him.” 

 

Consider the eight verses from the New Testament that contain the phrase, 

“filled with the Holy Spirit” from the following website: 

https://www.biblegateway.com/quicksearch/?quicksearch=%22filled+with+t

he+holy+spirit%22&resultspp=50&version=CSB 

 

Invite group members to read the verses aloud. Make a written list of what 

happens when someone is filled with the Holy Spirit. Ask, “What does it 

take for a Christian to be filled with the Holy Spirit?” 

 

 

Conclusion: Challenge group members to cultivate a missionary culture.  

 

Briefly share any plans you have for any kind of mission work you have 

planned or are hoping to do in the coming five years. Challenge group 

members to open their hearts and minds to the opportunities they have to do 

mission trips as well. 

 

State the following: “Not everyone has the ability or opportunity to go out of 

town to be missionaries; however, we are all called to be missionaries.” 

Read the opening line and ten practical tips for living with a missionary 

mindset from the following article: https://www.namb.net/send-

network/resource/10-practical-tips-for-living-on-mission-in-your-

community-1/ 

 

 

Teaching Tip of the Week 

 

Recommit your heart and plans to mission work, both near and far. Ask the 

Lord to lead you to travel, serve, support, or pray for missionaries that you 

know. Consider contacting your local missions director for names of people 

in need of support. 
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