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Interactive Teaching Tips for Adults, Unit 31, Easter Session  

 

 

Introduction: Describe some joyful surprises.   

 

Share a time in your life when you received a great surprise. Consider a 

surprise birthday party, great news you weren’t expecting, a job promotion 

you hadn’t asked for, etc. Describe how you responded and the emotions 

you experienced. Invite a few other volunteers to share some wonderful 

surprises in their own lives and how they responded.  

 

Share the following heartwarming video of a young boy who doesn’t know 

his father has returned from military duty (1 minute, 17 seconds): 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wSQSLAPdZ4E 

 

Say something like this: “After His death and burial, Jesus’s followers 

thought all hope was lost. However, Mary Magdalene would come to feel 

similarly to the little boy in this video: surprised by hope. Today we’re going 

to step away from our studies in Acts and the epistles to look at a 

wonderfully surprising Easter passage.” 

 

 

Point 1: Emphasize empathy for Mary and the disciples.  

 

After discussing the scripture and commentary from Point 1, remind group 

members that Mary Magdalene was a follower of Jesus who not only 

listened to His teaching but also genuinely believed Him. She, like the 

Twelve, was a disciple of Jesus.  

 

Put the following statement into your own words: “Some Christians may 

wonder why the disciples didn’t understand or expect Jesus’s death. Though 

He had foretold it, they were still extremely hopeless.”  

 

Use the information from the following article to better understand the 

despair felt by Mary Magdalene and the other followers of Jesus: 

https://billygraham.org/answer/like-christs-disciples-we-can-fail-to-

understand-his-promises/ 

 



Use the last paragraph in the article to point out that we, like the disciples, 

sometimes lose focus of the promises and hope of Jesus. 

 

 

Point 2: Use a video to show a shepherd’s effective call.   

 

After reading the passage, use the information from the first bullet point in 

Point 2 to draw the parallel between John 10 (i.e., Jesus is the shepherd and 

His sheep know His voice) and John 20:16, which records when Jesus said 

Mary’s name and her response of immediate recognition. 

 

Show the following video of a young shepherd calling his sheep (2 minutes, 

50 seconds): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mmfduDJXM6Y 

 

Ask the following questions: “What are we doing on a daily basis to learn to 

better hear Jesus’s voice? How do you respond when Jesus calls you to 

obedience?” 

 

 

Conclusion: Use a song for reflection.  

 

Repeat Mary Magdalene’s words from John 20:18: “I have seen the Lord!” 

With your group, listen to the song “I Have Seen the Lord” by John Finch on 

the following video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7G3IFp3Ckiw 

 

Encourage group members to consider how they have seen the power, love, 

sovereignty, or grace of Jesus this week. Ask, “What opportunities do you 

have presently to share this wonderful news?”  

 

 

Teaching Tip of the Week 

 

Read today’s focal passage, John 20:11-18, aloud every day this week. As 

you do, invite the Holy Spirit to open your eyes to an important word or 

phrase in the passage. Look up that word or phrase using trustworthy online 

materials that lend you helpful information about the word or phrase’s 

meaning in light of the original language, cultural background, and other 

potentially related passages in the Bible.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mmfduDJXM6Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7G3IFp3Ckiw

