
The Gospel Project for Adults, Winter 2020-21 

Interactive Teaching Tips for Adults, Unit 30, Session 2 

 

 

Introduction: Consider unlikely candidates.  

 

Say something like the following: “With the presidential inauguration just 

behind us, let’s look at some unlikely presidential candidates in American 

history.” Use the odd or humorous examples from the following article, “8 

Unusual Presidential Candidates”: https://www.history.com/news/8-unusual-

presidential-candidates 

 

Raise the following question for discussion: “Have you ever found yourself 

in a position of authority or expertise and thought, ‘Whose terrible idea was 

this?’ Have you ever wondered if God chose you for the wrong job?”  

 

Explain that this session’s passage will show that Saul (or Paul) was most 

certainly not who most people expected to take the gospel to extreme places. 

 

 

Point 1: Not all roads to Jesus are like the Damascus one.  

 

After reading and discussing Acts 9:3-9, invite group members to raise their 

hands if they share with Paul a “Damascus Road” type of experience, where 

they encountered Jesus in an powerful, transformative manner that radically 

changed the direction of their lives. Make an effort to ask for another show 

of hands for people who had a more gradual encounter with the saving grace 

of Jesus. 

 

Share the following retelling of C.S. Lewis’ life so that you can share about 

the more gradual nature of Lewis’ conversion: 

https://www.christianitytoday.com/history/people/musiciansartistsandwriters

/cs-lewis.html 

 

Assure learners that Jesus can use any situation, any circumstance, and any 

timeframe to call God’s children unto Himself. 
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Point 2: Talk about dangerous jobs.   

 

Before starting your discussion of Point 2, ask this question: “What, in your 

estimation, are some of the most dangerous jobs in America?”  

 

Use the following article as a reference: 

https://www.cnbc.com/2019/12/27/the-10-most-dangerous-jobs-in-america-

according-to-bls-data.html 

 

Say something like this: “We don’t know much about Ananias, but we will 

see in this next passage that he was extremely fearful of the task to which 

God was calling him.”  

 

 

Conclusion: Draw encouragement from Paul’s example.  

 

Put the following into your own words: “We have looked closely at Saul’s 

(or Paul’s) call and the beginning of his ministry. But many of us know the 

story of the rest of his life. How might we consider Paul’s unlikely 

conversion compared to his unbelievable impact as an inspiration and 

example for our own faith?” 

 

Use some of the statements from the following article to get the conversation 

rolling: https://www.theodysseyonline.com/11-things-learn-apostle-paul 

 

 

Teaching Tip of the Week 

 

Spend some time this week identifying some Paul-type Christians you know: 

men or women from non-Christian backgrounds who are now passionately 

reaching others for Jesus. If possible, talk to them about their saving faith 

and how their personal history affects their mission today. 
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