
The Gospel Project for Adults, Winter 2020-21 

Interactive Teaching Tips for Adults, Unit 30, Session 1 

 

 

Introduction: Share stories of adventure.  

 

To open your time together, ask, “What is the greatest adventure you’ve ever 

taken?” Invite a few volunteers to share their tales of travel, military service, 

or even business trips. (Some adventures may have been accidental; you 

may want to ask for people who anticipated an expected trip but found 

adventure in a wrong turn or because of inclement weather.) 

 

Share 1-2 stories of adventure from the following article, “9 Famous 

Adventurers to Inspire Your Travels”: 

https://www.bootsnall.com/articles/9-famous-adventurers-to-inspire-your-

trip.html 

 

Then, stimulate further reflection or discussion among the group by posing 

the following question: “What is the greatest adventure of faith you’ve ever 

been on?”  

 

Explain that this session’s passage allows us to see inside the adventure of 

Philip, as led by the Holy Spirit. 

 

 

Point 1: Provide some background on angels.  

 

After reading Acts 8:26-29 and discussing it using the Leader Guide (pages 

116-17), challenge learners to recall a few other times in Scripture where an 

angel speaks and delivers a message to God’s chosen people. 

 

For some background on the nature and office of angels as messengers, 

consider showing the BibleProject video “Angels and Cherubim” to your 

group (4 minutes, 38 seconds): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-

bMRxQbLUlg 

 

Point out that angels—God’s messengers—were used in the Bible frequently 

to inform people about God’s purposes on rare occasions. As God’s people 

living this side of Pentecost, Christians are indwelt by the Holy Spirit, who 

gives us direction in our God-given mission. You may want to remind group 
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members that angels are not to be worshiped or prayed to, for they are not 

equal with God.  

 

 

Point 2: Communicate the basics.   

 

If you have an expert in a particular field or industry in your group, engage 

him or her in explaining a complex idea in a simple way. (For example, you 

could ask an engineer how a bridge is to be built or a doctor about how to 

kill cancer cells.) Point out that the listener doesn’t need to know all the 

details in order to understand the basics of a complicated issue. 

 

Use Acts 8:30-35 to point out that Philip did the same to the Ethiopian 

traveler.  

 

Then ask, “Have you ever needed to share or explain a deep theological 

concept with someone who is considerably unfamiliar with the Bible and tge 

Christian faith?” If you have a copy of Sally Lloyd Jones’s Jesus Storybook 

Bible, choose one story to read aloud to the class as an example of how this 

can be done. 

 

If you don’t have a copy of the book, you may share the first chapter, which 

presents the Genesis creation account, from the following link: 

http://downloads.signaturewebsites.com/pdf/Zonderkidz/0310708257.pdf 

  

 

Conclusion: Reiterate that Scripture is Christ-centered.  

 

Say something like the following in your own words: “The Holy Spirit led 

Philip to a place where the words of Isaiah, spoken centuries ago, would 

point a man to Jesus.” Share that this is true of the Bible as a whole: every 

part of Scripture points to Jesus in some way. 

 

Challenge group members to keep this concept in mind as they study the 

Bible. Give the following link, “Jesus in all the books of the Bible—Genesis 

to Revelation,” to each member as a reference tool for the future: 

https://jesusplusnothing.com/jesus-books-bible 
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Teaching Tip of the Week 

 

Follow the example of Philip in this week’s passage: in your daily quiet 

time, ask the Holy Spirit to lead you in God’s plan for your life. Choose to 

be aware of His presence with you throughout each day. Be ready to share 

with the rest of the group how this focus changed your week. 

 


