
The Gospel Project for Adults, Winter 2020-21 

Interactive Teaching Tips for Adults, Unit 29, Session 4 

 

 

Introduction: Consult an overview of the book.  

 

During the week leading up to the group meeting, be sure to read through the 

following overview of the Book of James: 

https://insight.org/resources/bible/the-general-epistles/james 

 

Be prepared to answer the questions listed in bold within the article in your 

own words so that you are prepared to teach others about the Book of James.  

Moreover, you may want to challenge one of your more scholarly group 

members with this assignment. Engage him or her in sharing who James 

was, why the book is important, and how his letter fits into the larger story 

of God’s plan for humanity. 

 

 

Point 1: Use a movie.  

 

After reading James 2:14-17, show the clip “One Act of Random Kindness” 

from Evan Almighty (2 minutes): https://www.wingclips.com/movie-

clips/evan-almighty/one-act-of-random-kindness 

 

Direct group members’ attention back to the passage. Say something like the 

following: “Often, we’re like the character, Evan, in this movie. We think 

we want to act out our faith but feel overwhelmed and don’t know where to 

start. However, James makes the idea of good works simple: help those in 

need.” 

 

Challenge group members to consider one person in each of their lives who 

is in need and how each of them can take steps to helping these respective 

people. 

 

 

Point 2: Use an illustration.   

 

Ask if there are any architects in the room. If so, follow up by asking these 

questions: “How do you know if an architect really knows what he or she is 

talking about? What gives you proof that an architect is good?” 

https://insight.org/resources/bible/the-general-epistles/james
https://www.wingclips.com/movie-clips/evan-almighty/one-act-of-random-kindness
https://www.wingclips.com/movie-clips/evan-almighty/one-act-of-random-kindness


 

Show some of the designs from the architects from the following article: 

https://www.mymove.com/home-inspiration/decoration-design-ideas/iconic-

legends-the-greatest-modern-architects-of-our-time/ 

 

Then state the following in your words: “If I told you right now that I was an 

amazing architect, you’d want me to prove it. Similarly, when someone 

claims to be a Jesus follower, we should be able to point to our lives: full of 

love, forgiveness, mercy, grace, and holiness, all which are evidences of the 

power of the Holy Spirit dwelling in us.” 

 

 

Conclusion: Show off a piece of art.  

 

Bring in a framed photograph, print, or piece of art. If possible, make sure 

it’s one of your favorites. Show it to the group and tell why you love it and, 

if significant, the story behind how you got it.  

 

Point out—using the “Explain” section on page 110 of the Leader Guide—

that God does the same thing with us: we are His workmanship. He loves us, 

He finds beauty in us, He finds it worthwhile to display us for all the world 

to see. Challenge group members to focus on their identity in Christ this 

week and accept their calling to live out their faith through works.  

 

 

Teaching Tip of the Week 

 

Pray for each of your group members this week. Pray that they hear the 

word, apply it to their hearts, minds, and lives. If your schedule allows, write 

each group member a letter or text message expressing your prayer for him 

or her.  

 

https://www.mymove.com/home-inspiration/decoration-design-ideas/iconic-legends-the-greatest-modern-architects-of-our-time/
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