
The Gospel Project for Adults, Winter 2020-21 

Interactive Teaching Tips for Adults, Unit 29, Session 2 

 

 

Introduction: Establish historical context.  

 

Put the following statement into your own words: “Today’s session focuses 

on the first Christian martyr: Stephen. If you’ve been studying or the Bible 

for an extended period, you’ve probably heard this story several times.”  

 

Show the following video that helps explain the timeline and political 

background of Stephen’s martyrdom (3 minutes, 54 seconds): 

https://www.bibletelling.org/stephen-first-christian-martyr-insights/ 

 

 

Point 1: Note some great public speakers.  

 

Before delving into the passage for Point 1, engage group members in 

discussing some of those who are considered to be among the best public 

speakers in history. Make an effort to share some of the quotes or video clips 

from the following website: https://bigthink.com/stephen-johnson/7-of-the-

greatest-public-speakers-in-history 

 

Put the following statement in your own words: “Though we have no video 

of Stephen just before his death, we see his words and the impact he made 

on the Jews who heard him speak.” 

 

 

Point 2: Cite some relevant statistics about Bible reading.   

 

Begin your discussion of Point 2 by reading the stats given at the top of page 

82 in the Leader Guide, noting that while 88 percent of American 

households own a Bible, only 37 percent read it once a week or more.  

 

Ask for a show of hands for the households represented in your group who 

have at least one Bible for every person in the home. Ask for a few 

volunteers to share how many times they read or study the Bible per week 

outside of a church setting. 

 

https://www.bibletelling.org/stephen-first-christian-martyr-insights/
https://bigthink.com/stephen-johnson/7-of-the-greatest-public-speakers-in-history
https://bigthink.com/stephen-johnson/7-of-the-greatest-public-speakers-in-history


For more statistics that are both concerning and encouraging, share some 

from the Barna website: 

https://www.barna.com/research/state-of-the-bible-2018-seven-top-findings/ 

 

 

Conclusion: Close with a suitable song to remember.  

 

Encourage group members to sing along with the following music video, 

“Christ Our Hope in Life and Death” (4 minutes, 3 seconds): 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FvwlwL1FUEg 

 

Challenge group members to keep the song in their heads throughout the 

week by listening to it, watching the video, or singing it whenever possible. 

As a group, encourage members to pray through the words, absorbing them 

into their hearts and minds. 

 

 

Teaching Tip of the Week 

 

Consider the qualities in Stephen that you admire; list them in a journal or 

somewhere similar. Pray through those characteristics this week, asking the 

Holy Spirit to lead you to a deeper relationship of genuine, bold, Bible-based 

faith in Christ. 
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