
The Gospel Project for Adults, Winter 2020-21 

Interactive Teaching Tips for Adults, Unit 28, Session 4 

 

 

Introduction: Make an essentials list.  

 

Say something like the following: “During the midst of winter, we might 

start to long for a warmer location. For just a minute, let’s consider what 

you’d tell me to pack if I were headed to the beach.” Make a list on a board 

or piece of paper.  

 

You might want to use the thorough beach trip packing list found at this 

website: https://www.smartertravel.com/the-essential-beach-packing-list/ 

 

Put the following into your own words: “This list sounds great. However, 

that’s not really the focus of today’s lesson.” Erase or throw away the beach 

list. Then say, “Let’s try again. We’re going to look at Peter’s second letter, 

a sort of packing list of things to pursue as we choose to lead a godly life.” 

As you come up with ideas in today’s passage from 2 Peter, replace the 

beach list with the Christian living list.  

 

 

Point 1: Connect the godly living with the Holy Spirit’s power.  

 

Before digging into the Scripture for this session, engage the group in 

considering the concept of power. Ask the following question: “What kinds 

of power do you deal with on a regular basis?” Point to power found in 

machines, natural energy, relationships, knowledge, and so forth.  

 

Show the following BibleProject video, which further emphasizes the Holy 

Spirit as the energetic breath of the God (4 minutes, 10 seconds): 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oNNZO9i1Gjc 

 

 

Point 2: Emphasize the need for effort and intentionality.  

 

After reading and discussing 2 Peter 1:5-7, say something like the following: 

“We see the words ‘make every effort’ in this passage. That shows us that 

genuine Christian living requires making intentional decisions and takes care 

at each step.”  

https://www.smartertravel.com/the-essential-beach-packing-list/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oNNZO9i1Gjc


 

Explain that the Christian life is similar to having a healthy garden. Share 

some of the tips from the following gardening website: 

https://www.finegardening.com/article/10-ways-to-keep-your-garden-

healthy 

 

Say something like the following: “If I claimed to want a healthy garden but 

ignored one or two of these recommendations, my garden would definitely 

suffer.” Point out that the building blocks of faith are built the same way: we 

take care to make every effort in our discipleship, our speech, our thoughts, 

and our worship. 

 

 

Conclusion: Already Paid 

 

Before concluding the session, share the following article about a man in 

California who paid for college tuition for eight local high school students: 

https://www.insideedition.com/headlines/17925-86-year-old-man-pays-full-

college-tuition-for-8-deserving-high-school-

students#:~:text=A%20generous%20stranger%20is%20about,the%20teens'

%20complete%20college%20tuition  

 

Say something like the following: “Just like these students head to college 

with a different outlook knowing their tuition has been paid, we walk 

through life with the same confidence: Jesus has paved the way for us to 

walk in victory. Through His righteousness given to us by faith, we have the 

power to live in obedience and glory every day.” Conclude the session using 

the bulleted questions in My Mission.  

 

 

Teaching Tip of the Week 

 

Immerse yourself in this session’s passage. Read all of 2 Peter 1 every day 

of the week leading up to group time. Read several commentaries and pray 

through the instructions given by Peter. Consider looking at Greek word 

studies online related to terms in the passage where appropriate.  
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