**Note to leaders: Use the tweets, status updates, and emails included in this document to keep parents informed of the Bible learning that their children are experiencing in the Gospel Project for Kids. Choose a method that works best for your church.**

Unit 33, Session 1: The Jerusalem Council

TWEETS
The early church agreed that because of Jesus’ death and resurrection, He alone is all we need to be saved. #thegospelprojectkids
(Christ Connection - 129 Characters)

The church leaders met in Jerusalem to answer a tough question: Can a person be saved by faith alone or is something more needed? #thegospelprojectkids
(Content - 151 Characters)

STATUS UPDATE
The church leaders met in Jerusalem to answer a tough question: Can a person be saved by faith alone or is something more needed? The early church agreed that because of Jesus’ death and resurrection, He alone is all we need to be saved.

E-MAIL
Unit 33, Session 1: The Jerusalem Council

Dear Parents,

The church in Antioch praised God for His grace to Paul on his first missionary journey. Though Paul and Barnabas were strongly opposed in some places, many people heard the gospel and believed. Paul and Barnabas took the gospel to both Jews and Gentiles. But a problem arose when some Christians began saying that the new followers of Jesus—the Gentile believers—needed to obey the Law of Moses in order to be right with God.

Paul and Barnabas debated this issue with other church leaders in Jerusalem. They met together to answer a tough question: Can a person be saved by faith alone or was something more needed? When Paul addressed the council, he insisted that God saves Gentiles the same way He saves Jews: through the grace of the Lord Jesus. 

Paul testified to the things God had done among the Gentiles. God had given Gentiles the Holy Spirit. James cited the prophets Amos and Isaiah in support. The group agreed that because of Jesus’ death and resurrection, He alone is all we need to be saved. They also agreed that they should not make salvation more difficult for Gentiles by adding unnecessary rules.

The church chose two men—Judas and Silas—to go with Paul and Barnabas to the church at Antioch. They wrote a letter for the Gentile believers there, encouraging them and giving them instructions for how to live as followers of Christ.

The message for the Gentile believers was important: Whether Jew or Gentile, salvation comes only through faith in Christ. No one is saved by the law but by grace alone. Emphasize to the kids you teach that, while the Bible does give us plenty of instruction for how to live, sinners are made right with God only by the grace of Jesus. Salvation is a gift. To receive this gift, Jesus is all we need.

The church leaders met in Jerusalem to answer a tough question: Can a person be saved by faith alone or is something more needed? The early church agreed that because of Jesus’ death and resurrection, He alone is all we need to be saved.

Check this session’s Activity Page and Big Picture Card as well as the Gospel Project for Kids Family App for ways to interact with the Bible content this week.

FAMILY STARTING POINTS 
	Babies and Toddlers
The Bible is God’s Word.
	Jesus is all we need to have life with God forever.
	Some people were confused about the good news.
	Paul said that only Jesus saves people.
	Anyone who trusts in Jesus will be saved.
	Preschool
Jesus is all we need to be saved from sin.
	What is the Bible about? The Bible is about God’s plan to save people through Jesus.
	Kids
Salvation comes only through faith in Jesus.
	What is the Bible about? The Bible is the story of God’s plan to save people through Jesus.

UNIT KEY PASSAGE
	Acts 4:12

NEXT WEEK 
	“Paul’s Second Journey” (Acts 15–18)

Unit 33, Session 2: Paul’s Second Journey

TWEETS
Paul and Silas preached the same message to all people, no matter who they were: “Believe in the Lord Jesus and you will be saved.” #thegospelprojectkids
(Christ Connection - 153 Characters)

Lydia, the jailer, and many others were saved because they heard the gospel and believed in Jesus. #thegospelprojectkids
(Content - 120 Characters)

STATUS UPDATE
Lydia, the jailer, and many others were saved because they heard the gospel and believed in Jesus. Paul and Silas preached the same message to all people, no matter who they were: “Believe in the Lord Jesus and you will be saved.”

E-MAIL
Unit 33, Session 2: Paul’s Second Journey

Dear Parents,

Paul was back at the church of Antioch in Syria. The church had sent out Paul and Barnabas to preach the gospel to Jews and Gentiles in places like Lystra and Derbe. Then they returned to the church of Antioch. Some time passed, and Paul wanted to return to some of the cities he visited on his first journey to see how the new believers were doing.

Silas accompanied Paul on his second missionary journey, which is recorded in Acts 15:36–18:22. The pair traveled through Syria and Cilicia (sih LISH ih uh), encouraging believers and strengthening churches. The number of believers in the churches increased daily.

Paul and Silas obeyed the Lord’s call to go to Macedonia. Two major events happened while Paul was in Macedonia. First, a woman named Lydia became a believer. Paul and Silas had gone to the river to pray. They spoke to the women at the river. God opened Lydia’s heart to the good news of the gospel.

Then, a jailer became a believer. This happened when Paul and Silas were thrown into prison. Late at night, an earthquake rocked the prison. The prisoners could have escaped, but they stayed where they were. This was a huge relief to the jailer. Had the prisoners escaped, the jailer would have been punished. In fact, the jailer was ready to kill himself when Paul shouted, “We are all here!” The jailer asked Paul and Silas how to be saved. They told him, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved.” The man believed and was baptized.

Emphasize the Christ connection as you review the Bible story with kids: Lydia, the jailer, and many others were saved because they heard the gospel and believed in Jesus. Paul and Silas preached the same message to all people, no matter who they were: “Believe in the Lord Jesus and you will be saved.” 

Lydia was saved and the jailer was saved because they believed in Jesus. Jesus offers us salvation as a gift. He did all the work to save us by dying on the cross. We do not need to earn salvation; we can receive it by repenting and trusting in Jesus.

Check this session’s Activity Page and Big Picture Card as well as the Gospel Project for Kids Family App for ways to interact with the Bible content this week.

FAMILY STARTING POINTS 
	Babies and Toddlers
The Bible is God’s Word.
	We are saved when we hear and believe the gospel.
	God sent Paul on another trip.
	Paul and Silas told Lydia about Jesus.
	Paul told people about Jesus even in jail!
	Preschool
Paul and Silas told many people about Jesus..
	What is the Bible about? The Bible is about God’s plan to save people through Jesus.
	Kids
Paul and Silas planted new churches. 
	What is the Bible about? The Bible is the story of God’s plan to save people through Jesus.

UNIT KEY PASSAGE
	Acts 4:12

NEXT WEEK 
	h.iqtehxborbm8“No Other Gospel” (Galatians 1–3)

Unit 33, Session 3: No Other Gospel

TWEETS
Our righteousness does not come through faith in ourselves but through faith in Jesus. #thegospelprojectkids
(Christ Connection - 108 Characters)

All of salvation—from first trusting to faithful obedience—is God’s gift to us through Jesus. The Holy Spirit changes our minds and hearts so that we want to obey God, and He gives us power to obey. #thegospelprojectkids
(Content - 220 Characters)

STATUS UPDATE
All of salvation—from first trusting to faithful obedience—is God’s gift to us through Jesus. The Holy Spirit changes our minds and hearts so that we want to obey God, and He gives us power to obey. Our righteousness does not come through faith in ourselves but through faith in Jesus.

E-MAIL
Unit 33, Session 3: No Other Gospel

Dear Parents,

During his second missionary journey, Paul started several churches in Galatia. Some time later, false teachers crept into these churches and began teaching that there was more to salvation than faith in Jesus. They said that obeying the law of Moses was essential too. 

Many of the Galatian believers became confused and believed the lies of the false teachers. They turned away from the gospel Paul had shared with them. Paul wrote a letter—the Book of Galatians—to correct them and reemphasize a proper understanding of the gospel. 

Paul asked the Galatians how their salvation could be started by an act of the Holy Spirit but then completed by their own conduct. That was foolishness! What the Holy Spirit began, He would also complete.

Jesus’ half-brother James had written a letter to early believers, concerned about Christians’ interpreting grace to mean they didn’t have to obey God. In Galatians, Paul addressed the opposite problem: Christians who focused so much on obedience that they forgot grace. 

James’ message was that grace will always lead to obedience. Paul’s message compliments James’ message: Obedience is impossible apart from grace. Grace and obedience work together in perfect harmony. 

This week’s Bible story provides a wonderful opportunity to help your kids understand that obedience matters. The Bible is full of instructions and commands that we are to obey; however, the beauty of the gospel is that our ability to obey comes not through our own effort but through the Holy Spirit.

The Holy Spirit changes our minds and hearts so that we want to obey God, and He also empowers us to obey. All of salvation—from first trusting to faithful obedience—is God’s gift to us through Jesus. The Holy Spirit changes our minds and hearts so that we want to obey God, and He gives us power to obey. Our righteousness does not come through faith in ourselves but through faith in Jesus.

Check this session’s Activity Page and Big Picture Card as well as the Gospel Project for Kids Family App for ways to interact with the Bible content this week.

FAMILY STARTING POINTS 
	Babies and Toddlers
The Bible is God’s Word.
	Faith in Jesus is a gift from God.
	God loves all people and sent Jesus to save them.
	People are saved when they have faith in Jesus.
	Jesus loves us and gave Himself for us.
	Preschool
Paul taught that believers are saved by faith in Jesus alone.
	What is the Bible about? The Bible is about God’s plan to save people through Jesus.
	Kids
Believers are saved and grow in godliness by faith in Jesus. 
	What is the Bible about? The Bible is the story of God’s plan to save people through Jesus.

UNIT KEY PASSAGE
	Acts 4:12

NEXT WEEK 
	“Paul Gave Hope” (1–2 Thessalonians)

Unit 33, Session 4: Paul Gave Hope

TWEETS
Paul said that in the future, on the Day of the Lord, Jesus will return for His people and judge the wicked. Believers live with hope, knowing that Jesus will come again. #thegospelprojectkids
(Christ Connection - 192 Characters)

The prophets in the Old Testament told about the Day of the Lord, a day when God would come to judge the world and save His people.. #thegospelprojectkids
(Content - 154 Characters)

STATUS UPDATE
The prophets in the Old Testament told about the Day of the Lord, a day when God would come to judge the world and save His people. Paul said that in the future, on the Day of the Lord, Jesus will return for His people and judge the wicked. Believers live with hope, knowing that Jesus will come again.

E-MAIL
Unit 33, Session 4: Paul Gave Hope

Dear Parents,

Consider how your life would change if you knew the future—if you could accurately predict the weather or outcomes of baseball games. If you could know how your life is going to turn out, would you live today differently? In the bigger picture of God’s plan for the world, we do know the future. God reveals the outcome of His plan for humanity in His Word. 

In the Book of 1 Thessalonians, Paul wrote about the future to encourage believers facing persecution. Their hope as believers then is the same as our hope as believers today. We look forward to a final resurrection, the return of Jesus, and the judgment of the world.

Around AD 50, the city of Thessalonica was filled with those who worshiped idols, Greek and Roman gods, and even the Roman emperor himself. So when Paul started a church there, he quickly faced persecution and was forced to flee the city. Even though he could not return, Paul still loved the young church and was concerned for them, so he sent Timothy to check on the believers.

Timothy reported back with good news—though the church was suffering from persecution, they were holding tightly to their faith. They did have some misunderstandings about Christianity, especially the return of Jesus, but they were working hard for the Lord. Paul wrote a letter to encourage the believers and to clear up misunderstandings about the future and what happens when Christians die.

Perhaps Paul’s greatest message was about the return of Jesus. On that day, Paul said, believers will be freed from their sufferings. On the Day of the Lord, Jesus will return for His people and judge the wicked. That’s a promise we can still claim today.

Paul’s letter gave believers hope. The hope we find in the Bible is stronger than just wanting something to happen; biblical hope is expecting with confidence because we know God is faithful and true.

The prophets in the Old Testament told about the Day of the Lord, a day when God would come to judge the world and save His people. Paul said that in the future, on the Day of the Lord, Jesus will return for His people and judge the wicked. Believers live with hope, knowing that Jesus will come again.

Check this session’s Activity Page and Big Picture Card as well as the Gospel Project for Kids Family App for ways to interact with the Bible content this week.

FAMILY STARTING POINTS 
	Babies and Toddlers
The Bible is God’s Word.
	Believers live with hope because Jesus will come again.
	Jesus promised He would come back.
	Paul helped Christian understand Jesus’ return.
	Paul said to be ready for Jesus to come back.
	Preschool
Believers have hope because Jesus will come again.
	What is the Bible about? The Bible is about God’s plan to save people through Jesus.
	Kids
Paul told the church to stand firm as we wait for Jesus’ return. 
	What is the Bible about? The Bible is the story of God’s plan to save people through Jesus.

UNIT KEY PASSAGE
	Acts 4:12

NEXT WEEK 
	h.rtuf8mo12r8q“Paul’s Third Journey” (Acts 18–21)

