**Note to leaders: Use the tweets, status updates, and emails included in this document to keep parents informed of the Bible learning that their children are experiencing in the Gospel Project for Kids. Choose a method that works best for your church.**

Unit 32, Session 1: Peter Escaped from Prison

TWEETS
Peter knew he would face death because He believed in Jesus, but he kept going so he could share the good news of the gospel. #thegospelprojectkids
(Christ Connection - 147 Characters)

God answered the people’s prayers for Peter. God had a plan for Peter and the church, and He rescued Peter from his enemies. #thegospelprojectkids
(Content - 146 Characters)

STATUS UPDATE
God answered the people’s prayers for Peter. God had a plan for Peter and the church, and He rescued Peter from his enemies. Peter knew he would face death because He believed in Jesus, but he kept going so he could share the good news of the gospel.

E-MAIL
Unit 32, Session 1: Peter Escaped from Prison

Dear Parents,

Peter had witnessed the pouring out of the Holy Spirit on Gentile believers. God made it clear: the gospel is for all because Jesus is Lord of all. Peter returned to Jerusalem and told the believers there what had happened. At this time, other believers who had scattered amid persecution were preaching the gospel. By God’s grace, people believed and the church grew.

Before long, King Herod Agrippa attacked the believers. He arrested Peter and killed James, the brother of John. Herod put Peter in prison and planned to kill him too.

While Peter was in prison, the other believers prayed earnestly for him. God answered their prayers. Guided by an angel late one night, Peter walked right out of the prison. He escaped to the house of Mary and told the believers gathered there what God had done. Then Peter left Jerusalem for a while because his life was in danger.

Consider emphasizing one or more of the following points as you talk about this Bible story. First, prayer is powerful. God answered the people’s prayers for Peter. When we pray, God hears us, and we can trust that He is good and will act according to His will. Prayer shouldn’t be a last resort for people who feel powerless about their circumstances. Prayer is powerful; we can call on the Lord of the universe at any time!

Second, God is in control. God had a plan for Peter and the church. Herod couldn’t stop God’s plan. God rescued Peter from his enemies. Even when our own plans fall apart, God is in control. 

Finally, following Jesus is risky—but worth it. Peter knew he would face death because He believed in Jesus. Many believers were killed because of their faith. But Peter didn’t hide or give up. He kept going so he could share the good news of the gospel. Jesus is worth living—and dying—for.

God answered the people’s prayers for Peter. God had a plan for Peter and the church, and He rescued Peter from his enemies. Peter knew he would face death because He believed in Jesus, but he kept going so he could share the good news of the gospel.

Check this session’s Activity Page and Big Picture Card as well as the Gospel Project for Kids Family App for ways to interact with the Bible content this week.

FAMILY STARTING POINTS 
	Babies and Toddlers
God gives us a mission.
	Believers share the good news about Jesus no matter what.
	King Herod put Peter in jail.
	An angel rescued Peter and set him free.
	God saved Peter so he could tell others about Jesus.
	Preschool
God rescued Peter from prison.
	What is our mission as Christians? Our mission is to make followers of Jesus from every nation by the power of the Holy Spirit.
	Kids
God rescued Peter from prison. 
	What is our mission as Christians? Our mission is to make disciples of all nations by the power of the Holy Spirit.

UNIT KEY PASSAGE
	Matthew 28:19-20

NEXT WEEK 
	“Paul’s First Journey” (Acts 13–14)
Unit 32, Session 2: Paul’s First Journey

TWEETS
Many believed in Jesus. The church grew and the gospel spread so that people all over the world could be saved from their sin by trusting in Jesus. #thegospelprojectkids
(Christ Connection - 169 Characters)

Many people rejected the good news about Jesus, but God had a plan for Paul to share the gospel with Gentiles, no matter what troubles Paul faced. #thegospelprojectkids
(Content - 168 Characters)

STATUS UPDATE
Many people rejected the good news about Jesus, but God had a plan for Paul to share the gospel with Gentiles, no matter what troubles Paul faced. Many believed in Jesus. The church grew and the gospel spread so that people all over the world could be saved from their sin by trusting in Jesus.

E-MAIL
Unit 32, Session 2: Paul’s First Journey

Dear Parents,

Jesus’ followers preached the gospel in Jerusalem, and the good news spread to places like Judea and Samaria. More and more people believed, and new churches began as both Jews and Gentiles began to follow Jesus.

Barnabas went to Antioch—a city about 300 miles north of Jerusalem—where he brought Paul to help teach the believers. The church in Antioch grew.
 
The Holy Spirit told the believers at the church in Antioch to send out Paul and Barnabas to preach the gospel. The church obeyed, and Paul and Barnabas traveled to several cities and all over the island of Cyprus, telling both Jews and Gentiles about Jesus.

Consider Paul—once a devoted persecutor of Christians—now a Christian missionary, devoted to obeying God’s call to go and tell others the good news about Jesus. This was Paul’s first missionary journey, and it wasn’t easy. Paul and Barnabas faced rejection in every place that they traveled. Some of the people believed, but some of them were angry. Many people rejected the truth about Jesus. In some places, the Jews made plans to kill Paul.

Paul and Barnabas never softened their message or abandoned their mission. In Lystra, Paul healed a man, and when the witnesses to this miracle began to worship Paul and Barnabas, the two men emphatically gave credit to the one true God. When Paul’s enemies attacked him and left him for dead, Paul continued on. Paul and Barnabas shared the gospel in Derbe (DUHR bih), and many people believed.

The Holy Spirit sent Paul and Barnabas to tell Jews and Gentiles about Jesus. If Paul had not taken the gospel to the Gentiles, many of us would probably not be believers today. God uses people to tell others about Jesus so that people all over the world can be saved.

Many people rejected the good news about Jesus, but God had a plan for Paul to share the gospel with Gentiles, no matter what troubles Paul faced. Many believed in Jesus. The church grew and the gospel spread so that people all over the world could be saved from their sin by trusting in Jesus.

Check this session’s Activity Page and Big Picture Card as well as the Gospel Project for Kids Family App for ways to interact with the Bible content this week.

FAMILY STARTING POINTS 
	Babies and Toddlers
God gives us a mission.
	We tell others about Jesus so they can hear and believe.
	Paul and Barnabas traveled to tell people about Jesus.
	Paul healed a man who could not walk.
	Many people believed in Jesus.
	Preschool
Paul told people about Jesus.
	What is our mission as Christians? Our mission is to make followers of Jesus from every nation by the power of the Holy Spirit.
	Kids
Paul and Barnabas told Jews and Gentiles about Jesus. 
	What is our mission as Christians? Our mission is to make disciples of all nations by the power of the Holy Spirit.

UNIT KEY PASSAGE
	Matthew 28:19-20

NEXT WEEK 
	“The Church Divided” (1 Corinthians 1–6)
Unit 32, Session 3: The Church Divided

TWEETS
Because of Jesus and what He has done, believers can humbly come together as one body. #thegospelprojectkids
(Christ Connection - 108 Characters)

Paul told the believers in the Corinthian church to come together because of the gospel. He reminded them that Jesus saves sinners. #thegospelprojectkids
(Content - 153 Characters)

STATUS UPDATE
Paul told the believers in the Corinthian church to come together because of the gospel. He reminded them that Jesus saves sinners. Because of Jesus and what He has done, believers can humbly come together as one body.

E-MAIL
Unit 32, Session 3: The Church Divided

Dear Parents,

In the first century, Corinth was an important destination in the Roman Empire. The city was located on a narrow area of land connecting the southern end of the Greek peninsula with the mainland to the north. When Paul visited Corinth on his missionary journeys, the city was full of people with various cultural and religious backgrounds.

Corinth was a strategic place to plant a church. Paul stayed in Corinth for a year and a half with Aquila and his wife, Priscilla. On the Sabbath, Paul went to the synagogues to teach God’s message to the people. When the Jews refused to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, Paul preached to the Gentiles. Many Corinthians believed and were baptized. (Acts 18:1-18) Finally, Paul returned to Antioch in Syria.

About six years passed. Paul was in Ephesus when he heard a report that the church in Corinth was struggling. The people in the church were arguing and suing each other. In some ways, they lived just like the people in Corinth who were not believers. So Paul wrote a letter to the Corinthian church—the Book of First Corinthians—not only to instruct them on how to live but to answer questions they had about the faith.

As you talk with your kids about 1 Corinthians, focus on church unity: Because of Jesus and what He has done, believers can humbly come together as one body. Emphasize that Paul gave practical instructions so that the believers would know how to live—not as a way to earn God’s favor, but to live in light of their salvation. 

Paul spent a significant portion of his ministry meeting with believers and encouraging them to keep the faith. Jesus’ mission for the church is for believers to come together to worship God and to share the gospel.

Paul told the believers in the Corinthian church to come together because of the gospel. He reminded them that Jesus saves sinners. Because of Jesus and what He has done, believers can humbly come together as one body.

Check this session’s Activity Page and Big Picture Card as well as the Gospel Project for Kids Family App for ways to interact with the Bible content this week.

FAMILY STARTING POINTS 
	Babies and Toddlers
God gives us a mission.
	Believers come together as one body.
	Paul wrote a letter to the church in Corinth.
	Paul told the believers to remember Jesus.
	Believers are to do everything with love.
	Preschool
Believers come together because of the gospel.
	What is our mission as Christians? Our mission is to make followers of Jesus from every nation by the power of the Holy Spirit.
	Kids
The gospel unites all kinds of people in love. 
	What is our mission as Christians? Our mission is to make disciples of all nations by the power of the Holy Spirit.

UNIT KEY PASSAGE
	Matthew 28:19-20

NEXT WEEK 
	“Letters to Church Leaders” (1–2 Timothy, Titus)
Unit 32, Session 4: Letters to Church Leaders

TWEETS
Church leaders help believers know what is true, and they serve the church by following the example of Jesus, who served us by dying on the cross for our sins. #thegospelprojectkids
(Christ Connection - 181 Characters)

Paul wrote to give Timothy and Titus advice and to help all church leaders know how to lead God’s people. #thegospelprojectkids
(Content - 127 Characters)

STATUS UPDATE
Paul wrote to give Timothy and Titus advice and to help all church leaders know how to lead God’s people. Church leaders help believers know what is true, and they serve the church by following the example of Jesus, who served us by dying on the cross for our sins.

E-MAIL
Unit 32, Session 4: Letters to Church Leaders

Dear Parents,

As the early church expanded outside Jerusalem, new churches were planted in various cities. Each church needed godly leaders to help it grow and stay true to the gospel. Paul understood this need, which is why he wrote letters to some of the leaders in the church. Two of these leaders were Timothy and Titus. Timothy was Paul’s friend. He had traveled with Paul and helped him. Now Timothy was a leader at the church in Ephesus.

Titus was a Gentile believer. He had traveled with Paul too. Now Titus was on the island of Crete to help train more church leaders. Paul wrote to give Timothy and Titus advice, and he gave instructions for all the church leaders.

Paul warned Timothy and Titus that being a leader was difficult at times, but God had chosen them to be leaders. Their role as leaders put them in a position to serve God. Paul hoped that recognizing this would help them persevere and live in a way that pleased Christ. 

As you share with your kids, help them see the value in God’s gift of church leaders. Look for ways to support your leaders so that your kids value them, love them, and respect them. Consider ways your family can encourage your leaders. 

At the same time, emphasize that God is at work in them and that they too might be leaders in the church one day—perhaps one day soon. Help your kids see that being a leader is a great privilege to help point others to the gospel. 

Finally, be sure that your kids understand that church leaders do not lead on their own. All church leaders follow the leadership of Jesus, who was a servant-leader to us. He gave His life so that we could be forgiven of our sins.

Paul wrote to give Timothy and Titus advice and to help all church leaders know how to lead God’s people. Church leaders help believers know what is true, and they serve the church by following the example of Jesus, who served us by dying on the cross for our sins.

Check this session’s Activity Page and Big Picture Card as well as the Gospel Project for Kids Family App for ways to interact with the Bible content this week.

FAMILY STARTING POINTS 
	Babies and Toddlers
God gives us a mission.
	Jesus served us by dying on the cross for our sins.
	Timothy and Titus were church leaders.
	Paul wrote letters to encourage them.
	Paul said to tell about Jesus even when it is hard.
	Preschool
Paul wrote letters to leaders in the church.
	What is our mission as Christians? Our mission is to make followers of Jesus from every nation by the power of the Holy Spirit.
	Kids
Paul told church leaders to trust and obey God. 
	What is our mission as Christians? Our mission is to make disciples of all nations by the power of the Holy Spirit.

UNIT KEY PASSAGE
	Matthew 28:19-20

NEXT WEEK 
	“The Jerusalem Council” (Acts 15)

