**Note to leaders: Use the tweets, status updates, and emails included in this document to keep parents informed of the Bible learning that their children are experiencing in the Gospel Project for Kids. Choose a method that works best for your church.**

Unit 31, Session 1: Peter and Cornelius

TWEETS
God calls believers to tell everyone the good news about Jesus, no matter who they are or where they come from. Jesus is the Lord of all. #thegospelprojectkids
(Christ Connection - 159 Characters)

God showed Peter that just as there is no “clean” and “unclean” food, there are no “clean” and “unclean” people. #thegospelprojectkids
(Content - 134 Characters)

STATUS UPDATE
God showed Peter that just as there is no “clean” and “unclean” food, there are no “clean” and “unclean” people. God calls believers to tell everyone the good news about Jesus, no matter who they are or where they come from. Jesus is the Lord of all.

E-MAIL
Unit 31, Session 1: Peter and Cornelius

Dear Parents,

The apostle Peter preached and taught boldly after Pentecost. Jesus had commanded His followers to take the gospel to the ends of the earth. Acts 10 shows us how God made clear to Peter that the gospel is for everyone—not only the Jews but also the Gentiles. 

The story begins in Caesarea (cess uh REE uh), the capital city in the Roman province of Judea. Cornelius, a Roman centurion, lived in Caesarea. Like many of the people in Caesarea, Cornelius was a Gentile; however, he did not worship the Roman gods. Cornelius worshiped the one true God, and one day, God spoke to Cornelius in a vision. In the vision, an angel told Cornelius to send for Peter.

Now Peter was in Joppa (JAHP uh), about 30 miles south of Caesarea. As Cornelius’ men approached the city, Peter had a vision too. He was on a rooftop when God showed him a sheet of animals and commanded him to eat. The problem was that some of the animals were considered “unclean” by Jewish food laws. Three times, God said to Peter, “What God has made clean, do not call impure.”

Peter visited Cornelius and others who had gathered with him. Peter understood that God did not want a Jewish man to call anyone unclean just because he was a foreigner. (See Acts 10:28-29.) Peter preached the gospel to the Gentiles there, and they believed. The Holy Spirit filled them, and they were baptized.

The gospel is good news for everyone. As you talk with your kids, emphasize that God showed Peter that just as there is no “clean” and “unclean” food, there are no “clean” and “unclean” people. God calls believers to tell everyone the good news about Jesus, no matter who they are or where they come from. Jesus is the Lord of all.

Check this session’s Activity Page and Big Picture Card as well as the Gospel Project for Kids Family App for ways to interact with the Bible content this week.

FAMILY STARTING POINTS 
	Babies and Toddlers
The good news is about Jesus.
	God wants believers to tell everyone the good news.
	Peter told Cornelius about Jesus..
	God showed Peter that the good news is for all people..
	Everyone who trusts in Jesus will be saved.
	Preschool
The good news about Jesus is for everyone.
	What is the gospel? The gospel is the good news that God sent His Son, Jesus, into the world to rescue sinners.
	Kids
The gospel is for all people. 
	What is the gospel? The gospel is the good news that God sent His Son, Jesus, into the world to rescue sinners.

UNIT KEY PASSAGE
	1 Chronicles 16:31 

NEXT WEEK 
	“Barnabas in Antioch” (Acts 11)
Unit 31, Session 2: Barnabas in Antioch

TWEETS
The good news about Jesus is for everyone. God calls us to celebrate when others believe and help them know and love Jesus more. #thegospelprojectkids
(Christ Connection - 150 Characters)

Even though some people tried to stop it, the gospel spread throughout the earth—not only to Jews but also to Gentiles. #thegospelprojectkids
(Content - 141 Characters)

STATUS UPDATE
Even though some people tried to stop it, the gospel spread throughout the earth—not only to Jews but also to Gentiles. The good news about Jesus is for everyone. God calls us to celebrate when others believe and help them know and love Jesus more.

E-MAIL
Unit 31, Session 2: Barnabas in Antioch

Dear Parents,

In the face of persecution, the early church saw growth as believers dispersed following Stephen’s death. (See Acts 7.) As they went, they carried the good news with them. Jesus’ disciples had cared for the church from Jerusalem, but God began to call them out as missionaries too. 

In Acts 8, Philip went to Samaria and Judea. The Holy Spirit led him to share the good news with an Ethiopian official. Paul encountered Jesus in Acts 9 and began spreading the gospel. Peter performed miracles and people believed in Jesus. In Acts 10, God made it clear to Peter that the gospel was not only for the Jews but also for Gentiles. Peter gave testimony about the salvation of Gentiles to Jewish leaders in Jerusalem who thought people needed to follow Jewish law to be saved.

As the message about Jesus went out, churches were started. One of these churches was in Antioch, which was the capital of Syria. When the church at Antioch began, it was made up only of Jewish Christians. But, as Acts 11:20 reveals, some Christians from Cyprus and Cyrene went to Antioch and began sharing the gospel with Greeks (Gentiles). Many Gentiles believed.

When the church in Jerusalem heard about this, what was their response? They sent Barnabas to Antioch to encourage the believers there! Then even more people believed in Jesus. The Bible tells us that Antioch was the place where believers were first called  “Christians.”

As you talk this week, emphasize the story point: Barnabas went to Antioch to encourage believers. Even though some people tried to stop it, the gospel spread throughout the earth—not only to Jews but also to Gentiles. The good news about Jesus is for everyone. God calls us to celebrate when others believe and help them know and love Jesus more.

Check this session’s Activity Page and Big Picture Card as well as the Gospel Project for Kids Family App for ways to interact with the Bible content this week.

FAMILY STARTING POINTS 
	Babies and Toddlers
The good news is about Jesus.
	Believers celebrate when others believe in Jesus.
	Some of the Gentiles in Antioch trusted in Jesus.
	Barnabas and Paul taught people about Jesus.
	Christians are glad when people trust in Jesus.
	Preschool
The gospel continued to spread.
	What is the gospel? The gospel is the good news that God sent His Son, Jesus, into the world to rescue sinners.
	Kids
Barnabas went to Antioch to encourage believers. 
	What is the gospel? The gospel is the good news that God sent His Son, Jesus, into the world to rescue sinners.

UNIT KEY PASSAGE
	1 Chronicles 16:31 

NEXT WEEK 
	“Jesus Is Better” (Hebrews 1–8)
Unit 31, Session 3: Jesus Is Better

TWEETS
Everyone who trusts in Jesus has salvation from sin through His perfect life, death, and resurrection. #thegospelprojectkids
(Christ Connection - 124 Characters)

Jesus is better than anyone and anything. He is the better Prophet, the better Priest, and the better King. #thegospelprojectkids
(Content - 129 Characters)

STATUS UPDATE
Jesus is better than anyone and anything. He is the better Prophet, the better Priest, and the better King. Everyone who trusts in Jesus has salvation from sin through His perfect life, death, and resurrection.

E-MAIL
Unit 31, Session 3: Jesus Is Better

Dear Parents,

Hebrews was a letter written to encourage believers to not only stand strong in their faith, but also to grow in their faith. More than anything else, though, the writer of Hebrews preached the superiority of Jesus: Jesus was present at the creation of the world. He is the heir of all things and God spoke to the people through Him.

Because the writer of Hebrews was writing to a mostly Jewish audience, he used the history and heroes of the Old Testament to show how Jesus fulfilled all of God’s promises to send a Messiah to save His people. As you introduce your kids to the Book of Hebrews, concentrate on a major theme found in chapters 1–8: Jesus is better.

Jesus is better than angels. He is the Son of God. He is better than Moses and the Mosaic covenant. Jesus completely fulfilled the covenant of the Old Testament; that made Jesus’ new covenant far better. Jesus is better than the tabernacle and the priests. 

Because of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection, the people no longer needed priests to speak to God for them or to offer sacrifices to take away their sins. These Old Testament figures, laws, and traditions pointed forward to someone better: Jesus.

Emphasize to your kids that Jesus is better than anyone and anything. He is the better Prophet, the better Priest, and the better King. Everyone who trusts in Jesus has salvation from sin through His perfect life, death, and resurrection. As the church, Jesus calls us to share the gospel with the world. Jesus is the superior solution to the problem of sin. He is all that is needed for salvation.

Check this session’s Activity Page and Big Picture Card as well as the Gospel Project for Kids Family App for ways to interact with the Bible content this week.

FAMILY STARTING POINTS 
	Babies and Toddlers
The good news is about Jesus.
	Jesus is better than anyone and anything.
	Jesus is God the Son.
	Jesus became a human being to rescue us.
	Jesus is the greatest!
	Preschool
Jesus is better than anyone and anything.
	What is the gospel? The gospel is the good news that God sent His Son, Jesus, into the world to rescue sinners.
	Kids
Jesus, our great High Priest, brought a better covenant. 
	What is the gospel? The gospel is the good news that God sent His Son, Jesus, into the world to rescue sinners.

UNIT KEY PASSAGE
	1 Chronicles 16:31 

NEXT WEEK 
	“The Hall of Faith” (Hebrews 11)
Unit 31, Session 4: The Hall of Faith

TWEETS
Jesus is the true hero of the Bible. He gives us faith. We can look to Him because in Him, all of God’s promises will come true. #thegospelprojectkids
(Christ Connection - 150 Characters)

God kept His promise to send the Messiah—His own Son, Jesus—to rescue people from sin. #thegospelprojectkids
(Content - 108 Characters)

STATUS UPDATE
God kept His promise to send the Messiah—His own Son, Jesus—to rescue people from sin. Jesus is the true hero of the Bible. He gives us faith. We can look to Him because in Him, all of God’s promises will come true.

E-MAIL
Unit 31, Session 4: The Hall of Faith

Dear Parents,

It is common to think of faith as something that is just within us—trust and confidence in God. While that is surely part of it, faith doesn’t stop there. Faith starts inside of us and always leads to action.

The writer of the Book of Hebrews wanted to explain the fullness of faith to the early Jewish Christians. One of the best ways he could do this was to walk through examples of how men and women in the Old Testament had proven to be faithful. The result is Hebrews 11, often known as the Hall of Faith. 

Abel had faith when he gave an offering to God, and God accepted his offering. Noah had faith. He believed God when God told him to build an ark to rescue his family. 

Abraham had faith when God called him to leave his home. Abraham’s wife Sarah had faith when she trusted God to give her a family even though she was too old to have children. Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, and Moses had faith too. Rahab had faith when she hid the Israelite spies in Jericho. 

All of these people trusted God, and so did many others. Having faith was not easy. Many suffered, and they died before God’s greatest promise—the arrival of Jesus—came true, but they believed that God had a wonderful plan. God was pleased with them because they trusted Him.

This week, share the examples of these heroes of faith to help your kids understand faith in action. We can and should learn from these examples; that is why God gave them to us in Hebrews 11. However, emphasize that every person in this list was a sinner in need of salvation. Each of these heroes needed a greater hero. Point your kids to Jesus, the perfect hero who rescues us from sin.

God kept His promise to send the Messiah—His own Son, Jesus—to rescue people from sin. Jesus is the true hero of the Bible. He gives us faith. We can look to Him because in Him, all of God’s promises will come true.

Check this session’s Activity Page and Big Picture Card as well as the Gospel Project for Kids Family App for ways to interact with the Bible content this week.

FAMILY STARTING POINTS 
	Babies and Toddlers
The good news is about Jesus.
	Jesus is the only true hero of the Bible.
	Faith is when you believe something that you have not seen.
	People in the Bible had faith in God.
	We have faith that God sent Jesus to rescue us.
	Preschool
People who love Jesus live by faith.
	What is the gospel? The gospel is the good news that God sent His Son, Jesus, into the world to rescue sinners.
	Kids
God works mightily through people who have faith in Him. 
	What is the gospel? The gospel is the good news that God sent His Son, Jesus, into the world to rescue sinners.

UNIT KEY PASSAGE
	1 Chronicles 16:31 

NEXT WEEK 
	“Jesus’ Crucifixion and Resurrection” (Matthew 26–28; John 20)
Easter: Jesus’ Crucifixion and Resurrection

TWEETS
Jesus is alive! God gives hope and true joy to everyone who trusts in Jesus. #thegospelprojectkids
(Christ Connection - 98 Characters)

Jesus’ death and resurrection is the center of the gospel. Jesus died to pay for our sins. #thegospelprojectkids
(Content - 112 Characters)

STATUS UPDATE
Jesus’ death and resurrection is the center of the gospel. Jesus died to pay for our sins. Jesus is alive! God gives hope and true joy to everyone who trusts in Jesus.

E-MAIL
Easter: Jesus’ Crucifixion and Resurrection

Dear Parents,

Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection are essential to the Christian faith. If we teach Jesus as a respected teacher and miracle-worker who claimed to be the Messiah and who was crucified on the cross—but who was not resurrected—then we are teaching the Jesus of Judaism. If we teach Jesus as a wise teacher and prophet who ascended into heaven—but who was not crucified—then we are teaching the Jesus of Islam.

Jesus came to earth to save us from our sins. (Matt. 1:21) He died to show God’s love to us (Rom. 5:7-8) so that whoever believes in Him will not perish but have eternal life. (John 3:16) Jesus died so that we would be forgiven. (Eph. 1:7) Jesus died to bring us to God. (1 Pet. 3:18)

The time between Friday afternoon and Sunday morning must have been dark hours for Jesus’ disciples. Fear, doubt, and confusion certainly overwhelmed their thoughts. Jesus, their Lord, was dead. He had been unjustly arrested, falsely accused, and severely beaten. Even worse, He had been killed in a horrible manner: by crucifixion.

The story doesn’t end there. Jesus’ body was laid in a tomb. The tomb was sealed and guards watched over it. The Jews remembered Jesus’ claim that He would rise from the dead (John 2:19-21), and they made sure no one could steal His body and insist He had risen. Imagine their surprise when Jesus did rise from the dead!

Jesus’ resurrection gives us joy and hope for our own resurrection. The same Spirit that raised Jesus from the dead will raise our bodies to life. (Rom. 8:11)

As you share this Bible story, emphasize the gospel: the good news of who Jesus is and what He has done. We do not worship a dead Savior. Jesus is alive! Sadness turns to joy. There is hope for sinners.

Jesus’ death and resurrection is the center of the gospel. Jesus died to pay for our sins. Jesus is alive! God gives hope and true joy to everyone who trusts in Jesus.

Check this session’s Activity Page and Big Picture Card as well as the Gospel Project for Kids Family App for ways to interact with the Bible content this week.

FAMILY STARTING POINTS 
	Babies and Toddlers
The good news is about Jesus.
	Jesus gives us true joy and life with God forever.
	Jesus was put on a cross.
	Jesus died and was buried in a tomb.
	Jesus rose from the dead and is alive!
	Preschool
Jesus died on the cross and is alive.
	What is the gospel? The gospel is the good news that God sent His Son, Jesus, into the world to rescue sinners.
	Kids
Jesus’ resurrection gives true joy to believers. 
	What is the gospel? The gospel is the good news that God sent His Son, Jesus, into the world to rescue sinners.

UNIT KEY PASSAGE
	1 Chronicles 16:31 

NEXT WEEK 
	“Peter Escaped from Prison” (Acts 12)

