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Scripture

John 1:10-18

10 He was in the world, and the world was created
through him, and yet the world did not recognize him.
11 He came to his own, and his own people did not
receive him. 12 But to all who did receive him, he
gave them the right to be children of God, to those
who believe in his name, 13 who were born, not of
natural descent, or of the will of the flesh, or of the
will of man, but of God. 14 The Word became flesh
and dwelt among us. We observed his glory, the glory
as the one and only Son from the Father, full of grace

Unit.28

Christmas

The Word
Made Flesh

and truth. 15 (John testified concerning him and
exclaimed, “This was the one of whom I said, “The
one coming after me ranks ahead of me, because he
existed before me.””) 16 Indeed, we have all received
grace upon grace from his fullness, 17 for the law was
given through Moses; grace and truth came through
Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God. The one
and only Son, who is himself God and is at the Father’s
side—he has revealed him.
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] Main Point:
Intro Options

Tell your students to imagine your church has purchased advertising airtime. Your students will record
thirty-second commercials that will be played on the radio, on music streaming services, and the start of
YouTube videos. Your church wants your students to include at least two of the following three points
in each commercial:

e Who Jesus is

* Why He came

e What He brings us

Form small groups with your students to work on developing a commercial together. Encourage
creativity, conciseness, and precision. Then “air” them. Debrief how they went, what was done well, and
any important details they may have missed.

Introduce today’s lesson as John’s introductory “commercial” for Jesus. Johns gospel began by
describing Jesus as the Word of God (who Jesus is) who came to reveal God’s glory (why He came) and
to bring us grace and truth (what He brings us).

Create posters using words and Bible verses to describe who Jesus is and what He came to do, then hide
them throughout the room. Turn the lights off so it is as dark as possible.

Give students small flashlights before they enter the room, and tell them to search for the posters
using their lights. Once they find a poster, they should grab it until all of the posters are found. Then,
turn the lights back on and ask the students to read the posters they found.

Tell the students that Jesus came into this dark world to be a light and reveal God to us. We'll see in
today’s lesson that Jesus is the only way we can have a relationship with God.
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His Story

TEACHING PLAN
CEED &

There was once a man who chose to stay home from church one Christmas Eve. The thought of God becoming a

man was, in his mind, impossible. So he sent his family to church, but wanted nothing to do with it himself. As he
sat in the quiet, he heard a thud against his window. When he went to investigate, he found a flock of birds outside,
and one, in an attempt to escape the cold, had slammed against the window. The man wanted to help, and decided
to lead the birds into his barn, but every time he tried the birds scattered, frightened by the strange man. He thought
to himself, “If only I could be a bird and speak their language, I could show them the way into the barn.” Just then,
the church bells rang, and the man realized the wonder of Christmas.

» When have you wanted to help someone (or even an animal), but couldn’t
help them to understand why or how?

Throughout Scripture, light and life are often linked. We see it in the first verses of John 1. The Word was active in
creation—God spoke and light was created (Gen. 1:3-5). Light makes it possible for life to exist, and in John 1:4,
John makes it clear that life was “in Him”—that is, in Jesus. He is the source of both physical and spiritual life. “The
true light that gives light to everyone” (v. 9) shines in our lives, opening our eyes to the truth of the gospel that we

would have new life in Christ.

In John 3:3, Jesus said to Nicodemus, “Truly I tell you, unless someone is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of
God.” We are born physically alive, but spiritually dead in our sins and separated relationally from God. We are blind
to the gospel. In order for us to see the kingdom of God, we must be born again into new life. The true children of
God are “those who believe in his name, who were born, not of natural descent, or of the will of the flesh, or of the
will of man, but of God” (v. 13)._-%_1

Without the incarnation of Christ, we would never be cleansed by Jesus sacrifice and born again by the Spirit—we
would never have eternal life. Thankfully, Jesus became one of us that we would clearly understand God and His

purpose for us.

» Why was it necessary that God became one of us?

99 Essential Doctrines (.24 ooc)

e Adoption

B Adoption into God’s family is one the positive benefits of justification. Not only are we
pardoned from the judgment against us through justification, but we also experience
a change of identity—we become children of God (John 1:12; Gal. 4:5). Through
adoption our relationship with God, which was once lost through the fall, is now
restored, resulting in the benefits of being an heir of God and a co-heir with Christ
(Rom. 8:16-17).
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Jesus is the living Word
CO M M E N TA RY who came to reveal
God to us.

John’s prologue shows us that the creative work of God was accomplished through the Word, who is Jesus: “All

things were created through him, and apart from him not one thing was created that has been created” (John 1:3).
Jesus, the eternal Son, was the creative agent through whom God created all the universe. In Hebrews 3:3, we see the
superiority of Jesus over Moses by the description of Jesus as the builder of the house whereas Moses was no more
than a faithful steward in the house. The argument is this: Why turn to the servant when you have access to the
builder? The Creator knows best how your life is to be run.

“He—the Word who was the light—‘was’ (v, én) in the world: not just paying a fleeting visit, but, as John goes on to
elaborate in 1:14, ‘dwelling among us.” Even though the world was created through the Word (an echo of 1:3), it did
not recognize that Word, because it was estranged from him. Yet the world should have recognized the one through
whom it was made. The first half of John’s Gospel documents how not only the pagan world, but even Israel—‘his
own'—failed to recognize Jesus as Messiah and Savior of the world, rejecting the light, including all demonstrations
of Jesus’ deity and messiahship (his ‘signs’; cf. 12:37-43, citing Isa. 53:1) ... Being a child of God is neither a quality
possessed by all nor an exclusive prerogative for Israelites; it is an entitlement for those who believe in the Word ...
This assumes that, in one sense, sinful people are not God’s children, even though they are created by God, unless
and until they believe in Jesus Christ (cf. 1 John 3:1-2). John is careful to distinguish believers, who become children
(téxva, tekna) of God, from Jesus, who is the unique Son (vi6g, huios) of God.™




His Story

TEACHING PLAN
CZXED 6

The Word came to reveal God’s glory to us. From eternity, the Second Person of the Trinity was the Word. Jesus didn’t

merely come to speak God’s message to the world as a prophet of God. Rather, Jesus is the very message of God. As
the one who is truly God and truly man, Jesus is God’s ultimate and final message to a lost world. The Word reveals
God’s glory, showing us the perfect picture of God.

God created us with the purpose of bringing Him glory by knowing Him personally and reflecting His character to
the world. But since the Fall in Genesis 3, we can do neither. The serpent in Genesis 3 tempted Adam and Eve to
eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, saying they would become like God. In essence, the lie was a
temptation to live for themselves and not for God’s glory. Because of Adam and Eve’s disobedience, our relationship
with God has been severed and the sin nature we inherited obstructs our ability to demonstrate God’s character to

the world.

For centuries, people tried to undo what was done by sin, but never successfully. Our situation was hopeless. But God
intervened on our behalf to send His Son, Jesus. Jesus came into this world to reconnect us with our original purpose

for living. Jesus lived for the glory of God, and as we follow Jesus, we are empowered to live for this same purpose.

Read John 1:16-18. ﬁ

The law came through Moses for the purpose of pointing forward to the grace and truth that is in Jesus. The law
revealed God’s character and His righteous requirements for His people. The law showed us that we could never live
up to God’s righteous standards. It shows us that we will fail and there is nothing we can do to live the way God

demands. In essence, the law shows us truly how sinful we are. +

But what the law could not provide, Jesus provided through His life, death, resurrection, and the sending of the Holy
Spirit (Rom. 8:3-4). Over and over, John stressed that Jesus is the revelation of God and the fulfillment of all the Law
and the Prophets. The entire Old Testament pointed to Jesus so that we might find life in Him.

The Word became flesh and dwelt among us so that we might have grace and truth. Jesus came not only to provide
us with salvation, but also with a perfect example of how to live. We are called, like Jesus, to go out among those who
don’t know God’s grace and truth, so that those separated from God would be restored to see, hear, and experience

the gospel to be saved. This is at the heartbeat of what is meant by incarnational living.
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Jesus is the living Word

COMMENTARY who cam% ’:)odrfgﬁil

“This incarnation or embodiment of the Logos (which means “Word,” and was, to Greeks, divine reason which

ordered the universe and gave it meaning) would have been unthinkable in the various strands of Greek philosophy.
But it is the marvel and miracle of our faith: the Son of God became human. John and the other disciples were able

to know the Word as a fellow human being, who differed from them only in that He was full of grace and truth.”

“Having declared that they who received Him were ‘born of God’ and had become ‘sons of God,” He adds the
cause and reason of this unspeakable honor. It is that ‘the Word became flesh,” that the Master took on Him the
form of a servant. For He became Son of man, who was God’s own Son, in order that He might make the sons
of men [humankind] to be children of God. For when the high associates with the low, it does not touch its own
honor at all. Instead, it raises up the other from its excessive lowness. So it was with the Lord. By no means did He
diminish His own nature by his condescension, but He raised us, who had always sat in disgrace and darkness, to
unspeakable glory.”?

. 25,006) Christ Connection

The law was given through Moses, but grace and truth came through Jesus Christ,
the One who came to reveal God perfectly to us and give eternal life to all who
believe in Him.
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God’s Story has always been designed to connect with our story. It is because of His Story that our stories make sense,
have meaning, and carry on into eternity. Use the questions below to help think through how His Story connects
with your own. Suggested answers to these questions can be found on the right-hand side of the page for leaders.

Head ’

What does it mean that grace and truth came through Jesus, as compared with
the law?

How did Jesus serve as the perfect picture of God?

Heart ”

How are you tempted to only know the truth instead of serving God from the heart?

How is God calling to you show His grace to others in your life?

Hands W

What is something specific in God’s Word that you need to live out?

How are you daily walking in obedience to God’s Word?
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Main Point:

Head

Through the law, people were given a picture of God. In the Ten Commandments, for instance, we find not only
God’s rules to follow, but a picture of God’s character. When God said, “Do not have other gods besides me.”
(Ex. 20:3), this was not just the command to avoid worshiping pagan gods and to worship Him alone. It was also
God’s way to reveal that He is the one, true God. When God said, “Do not steal” (v. 15), it was the command to
avoid unlawfully taking property that belongs to someone else. But it is also God calling us to refuse living selfishly,
instead being generous as a reflection of our generous God. The law was an amazing revelation of God’s character and
our standard of living. The law also revealed that it’s impossible for us to living righteously, but provided no answer.
What the law lacked, Jesus provided. Not only truth, but the perfect revelation of God’s truth, as well as the grace
that allowed for us to be reconciled to God.

Heart

Intimately knowing the truth of Scripture is critical (Ps. 1:1-3; 19:7-11; 119:9-16; 2 Tim. 3:16-17; Heb. 4:12).
Through God’s Word, we know God Himself, we understand the gospel, and we understand how God calls us to live.
Without God’s revealing Himself, we’'d have no hope for a relationship with Him. However, it’s not enough simply to
know the Word, or even to follow it. Think of the Pharisees—they knew the Scriptures inside and out. Yet Jesus told
the Jesus religious leaders that their father was the devil (John 5:39-40). True followers of Christ are characterized
not only by our knowledge of the Scriptures, but obedience that flows from a heart that desires nothing more than
to honor God with our lives.

Hands

John 1:14 teaches that “The Word became flesh and dwelt among us. We observed his glory, the glory as the one
and only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.” Jesus, during His time on earth, lived as the perfect image of
God in human form. Yet He was only here for a short time. Only a few weeks after His death and resurrection, Jesus
ascended to heaven, where He lives today, continually making intercession for His people (Rom. 8:34). Still, God
desires to make Himself known to the world today, and He does this not only through His Word, but also through
the church. We are the body of Christ on the earth, and we are called to live in ways that reflect the nature of Christ
that, through us, the world would see Him (1 Cor. 12:27).
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