
A Note for Leaders: Because each volume of The Gospel Project for Kids is written several months in 
advance of its suggested use dates and because is available for purchase for three years, the activities 
in the leader guides do not reflect the current social distancing guideline requirements of many kids 
ministries. However, we want to do all we can to help you, especially in these challenging times, so we 
have provided activity adjustments as needed below. Please note that we cannot anticipate the various 
policies and needs of every ministry, so even these adaptations and replacements may need further 
revision for your context.

SEEDS GROW REPLACEMENT FOR SEED, SEED, TREE
Prepare by placing an empty clear plastic bin at the front of your room. Give each kid 4 half pieces of 
blue paper. Explain to kids that one thing seeds need to grow into strong plants is water. Tell them that 
you’re going to fill your “water” bucket by using your pieces of paper. Have kids write out things that 
plants need to grow (like water, sunshine, soil, etc.) on their paper, then crumple up their papers. Have 
kids come up one by one to aim and throw their “water drops” into the bucket.

Explain that when Jesus taught about God’s kingdom, He used metaphors—word pictures that help 
us imagine something unfamiliar by comparing it to something familiar. Some of Jesus’ metaphors 
involved plants, specifically small seeds growing into huge trees.

FIND THE TREASURE ADJUSTMENT
Place a few plastic gems or plastic coins in a plastic bag. Fill the bag with dry beans or play sand. Make 
one bag for each kid. Allow the kids to sift through the beans to find the treasure hidden within their 
bags. If you are not able to make a bag for each kid, make one larger bag, filling it with enough beans 
or sands to hide the items, but not filling the bag completely so kids can manipulate it to find the 
items within. Guide kids to take turns finding the items while leaving the bag sealed. Disinfect the bag 
between turns. 

SMALL PENNIES, BIG NOISE ADJUSTMENT
Distribute a penny to each kid in your group. Put one penny in a lidded jar and shake the jar. Then 
place the jar at the front of the class and ask kids one by one to walk up and add their coin to the jar. 
When kids have added all the pennies, shake it again. Ask kids to describe the difference between the 
sound that one penny made and the sound that many pennies made.

KEY PASSAGE ACTIVITY ADJUSTMENT
Instruct the kids to get up from their seats and squat down low to the ground. Lead the kids to say the 
key passage very quietly. Then, repeat the key passage multiple times, increasing in volume and standing 
a bit more upright each time. When you say the passage for the last time, stand on tiptoes with arms 
stretched overhead and shout the verses.
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HIDDEN TREASURE ADJUSTMENT
Before the session, hide a plastic coin or gem somewhere in the room. Put the object in a place that is 
not obvious but that kids can see without moving other items.

Explain to kids that you’ve hidden a special object—a treasure!—somewhere in the room. Describe the 
item and challenge kids to walk around, trying to find it, as they follow your ministry’s social distancing 
guidelines. Emphasize that when a kid finds the treasure, he should quietly walk to his chair and sit 
down. Kids may delay a moment after finding the treasure to avoid giving away its location. Play until 
all kids find the treasure. If needed, give hot/cold clues to indicate how close to or far from the item 
they are.

MONEY TO MISSIONS ADJUSTMENT
Distribute a penny or coin to each kid in your group. Put one penny in the jar and give it a shake. Ask 
kids to notice the sound that one penny makes. Then place the jar at the front of the class and ask kids 
one by one to walk up and add their coin to the jar. When kids have added all the pennies, shake it 
again. Ask kids to describe the difference between the sound that one penny made and the sound that 
many pennies made.

PARABLE POSTERS ADJUSTMENT
Assign each child a parable from today’s Bible story. Multiple kids will have the same parable.

• Parable of the Mustard Seed (Matthew 13:31-32)
• Parable of the Leaven (Matthew 13:33)
• Parable of the Hidden Treasure (Matthew 13:44)
• Parable of the Priceless Pearl (Matthew 13:45-46)

Instruct kids to find and read their assigned passages. Provide markers, construction paper, and other 
craft supplies for kids to make posters illustrating the kingdom parables. Consider providing glue with 
mustard seeds, yeast, and artificial pearls for kids to use to decorate the corresponding parable posters.

Direct each kid to write the story point on her poster. When kids finish, invite them to take turns 
retelling the parable to the rest of the group. Display the posters in the room throughout the unit.
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