
The Gospel Project for Adults, Fall 2020 
Interactive Teaching Tips for Adults, Unit 27, Session 3 
 
 
Introduction: Point out the power of motivational words.  
 
Consider a time in your life when you heard an inspirational speech, whether 
before a sporting event, at a graduation, or some other steppingstone of life. 
Share the motivation you received at that time and how it changed you. 
Invite a few group members to do the same. 
 
Then show the following video, which is a compilation of some of John F. 
Kennedy’s motivational words (3 minutes, 47 seconds): 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3Lcs2g_DOzU 
 
Put the following statement into your own words: “Motivational speeches, 
given at opportune times, don’t just inspire us; they change us. Great 
motivators make us want to get out and do something.”  
 
Share that the passage from this session looks at some of Jesus’s last and 
most motivating words. Instruct group members to consider what makes 
Jesus’ words different than what we heard from President Kennedy.  
 
 
Point 1: Make the connection between peace and joy.  
 
After discussing John 20:19-20 as a group, ask the following question: 
“What is the connection between peace and joy in this passage?” Be ready to 
share insight using the information in Point 1 of the Leader Guide (pages 
140-41) as well as from the Additional Commentary at the end of the session 
(pages 148-49). 
 
You may also want to share from the following blog post, which explores 
three reasons that peace and joy go hand in hand: 
https://www.alyssajhoward.com/2017/10/03/peace-and-joy-go-hand-in-
hand/ 
 
Then ask, “How have you sought Jesus for peace this week? How have you 
found joy when you chose to find peace in Jesus?” 
 



 
Point 2: Compare the church’s mission to corporate mission statements.   
 
Before digging into Point 2, use the following website to look at several 
mission statements from well known companies. Read a few of them aloud, 
inviting group members to guess the company to whom the statement 
belongs: https://www.bluleadz.com/blog/15-of-the-very-best-mission-
statement-examples 
 
Raise the question “Do these mission statements always portray the real 
purpose and focus of the organization?” For fun, you may want to share the 
following website with honest advertising slogans: 
https://digitalsynopsis.com/advertising/honest-advertising-slogans/ 
 
Say, “Corporations may not always be forthright with their mission 
statements; not so with Jesus.” Then delve into Point 2. 
 
 
Conclusion: Keep things simple.  
 
Share the Elisabeth Elliot quote from the My Mission page (Leader, p. 146; 
DDG, p. 116). Then put the following sentence into your own words: 
“Following this directive need not be difficult, complicated, or require years 
of training. Christianity has one focus: Jesus.”  
 
Challenge group members to practice sharing the truth of the gospel or 
answering the question, “Who is Jesus?” simply and succinctly. Say 
something like this: “Let’s end with a very simple song. Just like it doesn’t 
take many words to share Jesus, it doesn’t take many words to find 
inspiration and turn our focus back to the Lord.” Then play the Michael W. 
Smith song “Surrounded (Fight My Battles)” (4 minutes, 48 seconds): 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YBl84oZxnJ4 
 
 
Teaching Tip of the Week 
 
Consider thinking about this week’s session as more of a pep talk to group 
members. In the midst of difficulties, fears, and uncertainty, we can have the 
peace and joy we need to live as followers and ambassadors for Christ. Enter 
this week’s session full of grace and encouragement.  


