
The Gospel Project for Adults, Fall 2020 
Interactive Teaching Tips for Adults, Unit 27, Session 2 
 
 
Introduction: Comment on our tendency to overlook greatness. 
 
Ask if anyone has ever heard of the violinist Joshua Bell. Explain that he is 
one of the most heralded professional musicians in the world. Then say, “In 
2007, Joshua Bell found a spot near a trash can, pulled out his violin, and 
played concert-level music in a train station.” Show the following time-lapse 
video of this experiment (2 minutes, 36 seconds): 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hnOPu0_YWhw 
 
Then ask the following questions:  
 

• Why do you think so many people passed him by?  
• Why is it easy for us to miss out when there is greatness in our midst? 

 
Explain that the passage for today’s session recounts a similar event; a 
couple of travelers missed the fact that they were in the presence of the risen 
Jesus. 
 
 
Point 1: Deal with discouragement.  
 
After discussing Luke 24:17-24 and the information found in the DDG (page 
104) and Leader Guide (pages 128-29), draw group members back to the 
title of Point 1: “The risen Savior confronts discouragement and confusion.”  
 
Then raise the following questions: “What caused discouragement in the 
lives of these traveling disciples? What causes discouragement in the lives of 
believers today? How can we see ourselves in this passage?” 
 
Challenge group members to identify their own discouragement and turn to 
Jesus when they feel discouraged. Be ready to read some of the causes of 
discouragement and the steps to overcome it as found in the following 
article: https://rootedinhisword.com/5-things-that-cause-discouragement-
and-5-steps-to-overcome-it/ 
 
 



Point 2: Show how Jesus is revealed in the Old Testament.   
 
After discussing as a group how Jesus explained Himself in Moses and all 
the Prophets” (Luke 24:27), put the following into your own words: “We 
know that Jesus is revealed in the Gospels; those are the stories of His 
earthly life. We see more of Him in the rest of the New Testament, as men 
of faith wrote about how Christians should live in light of who He is and 
what He did.” Then ask, “But what about the rest of the Bible?”  
 
Encourage group members to consider how they can see Jesus even in the 
books of the Old Testament, just as Jesus Himself helped the men traveling 
to Emmaus to do. 
 
Consider using the following list which describes in basic fashion how we 
can see Jesus in each book of the Old Testament: 
https://reasonsforhopejesus.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/Seeing-Jesus-
in-the-Bible-OT-NT.pdf 
 
 
Conclusion: Amplify the unique impact of a unique event.  
 
If time permits, read the entire “Explain” paragraph on page 134 of the 
Leader Guide. After presenting this information, say something like the 
following: “I have a feeling we often underestimate the impact of Jesus’ life, 
death, and resurrection. We don’t consider how it truly impacts our lives, our 
world, and all of eternity.”  
 
Use some of the information from the following John Piper sermon, “Jesus 
Raised Jesus from the Dead and Why It Matters,” to help group members 
grasp the impact of Jesus: https://www.desiringgod.org/messages/jesus-
raised-jesus-from-the-dead 
 
 
Teaching Tip of the Week 
 
During the week leading up to this session, begin your daily worship time by 
asking Jesus to make His resurrection real to you. Meditate on a passage or 
verse about His resurrection each day. Be ready to share how this mindset 
and prayerful intention affected your daily experience. 
 


